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| NTRODUCTI ON

M. Chai rman, Menmbers of the Committee.

Irag’s recent refusal to fully cooperate with the
Uni ted Nations Special Comm ssion (UNSCOV) to account for
and verify destruction of Iraq s existing Wapons of Mss
Destruction (WWD) and WVD devel opnent progranms continued its
pattern of interference and obstruction. This conduct |ed
to Anbassador Butler’s decision to withdraw UNSCOM from I raq
and issue a report critical of Iraqi conpliance in Decenber
of last year. Based on the ternms of United Nations Security
Counci|l Resolutions (UNSCR) 687, 715, 1154, and 1194, the
Nat i onal Conmmand Authorities ordered U. S. Central Command
(USCENTCOM to execute Operation DESERT FOX.

Oper ati on DESERT FOX

Qur objectives for this operation were: reduce lraq’' s
capability to produce WWD; degrade strategic and tacti cal
command and control facilities, danmage industri al
infrastructure used for the snmuggling of gas and oil; and
the overall reduction of Irag’s capability to threaten its
nei ghbors in the region.

Primary targets struck during Operation DESERT FOX were

installations associated with devel opnent of WWD, units



providing security to WWD prograns, and Iraq’ s national
command and control network. Additional targets included
sel ected Republican Guard facilities, airfields, and the
Basrah oil refinery that was involved in production of
illegal gas and oil exports. Iraq s integrated air defenses
and surface-to-air mssiles (SAM sites were also heavily
struck in order to ensure the safety of coalition aircraft.

Due to the destruction of key facilities and
speci al i zed equi pnent, we assess that Iraq s ballistic
m ssi |l e program has been set back one to two years. Several
of Iraq’s nost sensitive security units suffered attrition
and the Iragi conmmand and control network was disrupted,

Wi th sonme degradation renmaining today.

Regardi ng the success of Operation DESERT FOX, over 80
percent of the designated targets were hit and damaged.
Additionally, every security unit attacked suffered damage.
Iragi clainms of civilian casualties and coll ateral damage
remai n unsubstantiated. Finally, these successes were
realized with no casualties to our coalition forces.

Since the end of Operation DESERT FOX, coalition air
forces have continued to maintain the No Fly Zones (NF2Z)
that were established after Operati on DESERT STORM As you
know, Iraq has taken a nore aggressive position against the

aircraft flying those mssions as a part of QOperation



SOUTHERN WATCH and Operati on NORTHERN WATCH, the latter
conducted by European Command (EUCOM). As a result, we have
had over 70 violations of the NFZ, and lragi air defense
systens have continued to engage our aircraft.
Addi tionally, the nunber of SAMsites has alnost tripled in
the south, and al nost doubled in the north. The regi ne has
moved multiple rocket | aunchers into the south, has
coordi nated threats agai nst UN command and control and
reconnai ssance aircraft, and has initiated coordinated
efforts to lure U.S. aircraft into SAM engagenent zones or
anbushes. Lastly, additional aircraft have periodically
been noved to airfields in the south.

In order to deal with this increased threat, the
Presi dent has given us expanded Rul es of Engagenent (ROE) to
provide us the additional flexibility we need to protect our
forces. This allows us to continue this inportant m ssion
Wi th an acceptabl e degree of risk.

Coal i ti on Support

Wiile the only other menber of the coalition to fly
conbat m ssions during Operation DESERT FOX was G eat
Britain, other countries in the region provided significant
support. That support included overflight perm ssion, and
access to regional facilities such as ports, airfields, and

fixed facilities.



Concl usi on

Si nce Operation DESERT FOX, the regi ne has nore
actively opposed UNSCOM has attenpted to incite various
Arab popul ations to overthrow their |eadership, and has
renmoved or elimnated senior |eaders whose |oyalty was
questioned. Additionally, the reginme has declared the NFZ in
both the north and south to be null and void, and has
notified the UN that UN humanitarian workers may not be safe
within lrag. W believe these reactions indicate that
Saddam i s becom ng increasingly isolated, and perhaps nore
desperate. There is no doubt that he continues to rule Iraq
in a ruthless manner and his increasing paranoia has |led him
to apply even nore ruthless neasures to control any internal
unrest. W can expect to see this continue and his

i sol ati on grow.



