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If the United States is to maintain mlitary forces,
it owes its Sailors, Marines, Soldiers and Airnmen the best
possible training. Only by providing this preparation can
we fairly ask our service nenbers to put their lives at
risk. And only by virtue of this training can the United
States rely on our Arned Forces to protect America’ s

citizens, territory, and interests.

As explained in the statenent of the Chief of Naval
Operations and the Commandant of the Marine Corps, and
richly docunented in the previously prepared Pace-Fallon
report, the Vieques Training Range, centered on property
purchased nore than fifty years ago, is the best — and for
several inportant activities the only suitable — training

site for Naval forces deploying fromthe East Coast of the



United States. After reviewing all the evidence, the Rush

Panel reached the sane concl usi on.

There is no doubt that training on Vieques is, and has
been, safe for the civilian popul ation of Vieques. The
very regrettable death of a Navy enpl oyee on the range six
nmont hs ago does not denonstrate otherwise. This is the
only civilian death on the range in nore than 55 years of
training. None has ever occurred off the range. Further,
despite unsupported all egati ons by sone, no study advances
evi dence that Navy activities pose a risk to human health
on Vieques. The Wite Paper attached to this statenent
docunents this point. The Rush Panel’s report recommends
addi tional safety measures that will further strengthen the
safety of the range. It recomends that the Navy
participate in further studies of health effects. The Navy

wll take these steps.

The Rush Panel’s report enphasi zes the deterioration
of the relationship between the Navy and the residents of
Vi eques; the Navy’'s failure to achieve the econom c growh
on Vieques that it commtted to help to achieve under a

1983 Menorandum OF Understanding (MOU); and the Navy’'s



“insensitivity” to conplaints and concerns fromthe

residents of Vieques.

Many things can be said in defense of the Navy's
performance. As the attached White Paper shows, our
achi evenent is nmuch greater than has been acknow edged.
Qur efforts have been greater still. Factors beyond our
control (including the isolation of the island, the
devastation of Hurricane Hugo and |imted assistance from

ot hers whose hel p is needed) have hanpered our efforts.

None of this, however, is tendered as an excuse. The
Rush Panel’s report nust be taken as a good faith, third
party eval uation. Even as we consider its conclusions, the
Navy wi |l begin devel opi ng new ways to nove forward
constructively and substantively wth the residents of

Vi eques.

As a first step, we nust determ ne whether the Nation
deens it vital for the Navy and Marine Corps to continue
training on Vieques. The Rush Panel says that, for the
next five years, it is vital. | urge this Conmttee and
the entire Congress to endorse this conclusion. | urge the

peopl e of Puerto Rico, sone six thousand of whose residents



serve in the Navy and Marine Corps, to accept this

j udgnent .

The Rush Panel further says that, if the Navy is to
operate during these years, it nust itself enbrace two
priorities. The first is to inprove the relationship wth,
and the well being of, the residents of Vieques. The
second is vigorously, thoroughly and effectively to devel op

alternatives to remaining on the range.

| accept these challenges and will assure that the
Departnent of the Navy puts concrete plans in place to

acconpl i sh them

To begin to neet them | have asked the Center for
Naval Anal yses to report to nme what | onger term
alternatives to Vieques could be developed within the five
year w ndow established by the Rush Panel. To assure the
pronpt visibility of their approach to this problem | am
today requesting a Phase One report to be received within

si X nont hs.

| also propose to neet with Governor Rossell o,

Resi dent Commi ssi oner Ronero-Barcel o, and Mayor Santi ago,



the Mayor of Vieques, to establish a plan that addresses
job creation, land return, and infrastructure devel opnent
and that is backed up by earnmarked funds during each of the
next five years. Further, | will assure that in al
environmental and health related matters the Navy w ||

treat Puerto R co generally, and Vieques particularly, as

equal partners in every way.

| have al so authorized the assignnment of a two-star
Flag Oficer to Puerto Rico. This Admral’s charter wll
specifically be directed to inproving the Navy’'s

relationship with Puerto Rico and Vieques in particular.

| have believed fromthe beginning of the current
situation that both the legitimte national security needs
of the United States and the needs of the residents of
Vi eques can be accommobdated. The Navy is conmtted over
the com ng years to denonstrating this sinple proposition

in away that is acceptable to all involved parties.



