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11
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13 Conmittee on Arnmed Services
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15

16 The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 2:34 p.m in

17 Room SD- 106, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. James M

18 I nhofe, chairman of the conmttee, presiding.

19 Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators I|nhofe

20 [presiding], Wcker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst,

21 Sullivan, Craner, Scott, Haw ey, Reed, Shaheen, G I Ii brand,
22 Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, Peters, Manchin, Duckworth, and
23  Jones.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES M | NHOFE, U. S.

SENATOR FROM OKLAHOVA

Chai rman I nhofe: Qur neeting wll cone to order.

This is what we are going to do. W have got the vote.

It has already started, and sone of you nmay want to go over

there and get that because there is a second vote behind it.
But the way the schedule is, we are going to have to go
ahead and start now.

So the conmttee neets today to consider the
nom nati ons of Lieutenant General den VanHerck to be
Conmander United States Northern Command and Li eut enant
General Janmes Dickinson to be Arny of the United States
Space Conmand.

We are experiencing unique challenges and threats in
our country. You have both been nom nated for the position.
| am not going to go ahead and read the nmake on them because
| think we are all famliar with them There is no
opposition that | know of.

| speak for the conmttee when | say that we appreciate
your willingness to serve our country in these inportant
rol es and appear before us today.

So, gentlenen, | ask that you provide an audible yes or
no response. These are the required questions. | see you
are both down there. So |et us hear your responses. Al

right?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 Have you adhered to the applicable |aws and regul ati ons

2 governing conflicts of interest?

3 General VanHerck: Yes.
4 General D ckinson: Yes.
5 Chai rman I nhofe: WII you ensure that your staff

6 conplies with the deadlines established for requested
7 communi cations, including questions for the record in

8 hearings?

9 General VanHerck: Yes.
10 General D ckinson: Yes.
11 Chairman I nhofe: WIIl you cooperate in providing

12 wtnesses and briefers in response to congressional

13 requests?

14 CGeneral VanHerck: Yes.
15 CGeneral Dickinson: Yes.
16 Chai rman I nhofe: WIIl those w tnesses be protected

17 fromreprisal for the testinony or briefings?

18 General VanHerck: Yes.
19 General D ckinson: Yes.
20 Chairman I nhofe: Do you agree, if confirned, to appear

21 and testify upon the request of this commttee?

22 CGeneral VanHerck: Yes.
23 General D ckinson: Yes.
24 Chairman I nhofe: | just heard one.
25 General VanHerck: Yes.
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General Dickinson: Yes.

Chai rman I nhofe: Good.

Do you agree to provide docunents, including copies of
el ectronic fornms of communication, in a tinmely manner when
requested by a duly constituted commttee or to consult with
the commttee regarding the basis of any good faith delay or
denial in providing such docunents?

General VanHerck: Yes.

General Dickinson: Yes.

Chai rman I nhofe: Have you assumed any duties or
undertaken any actions which woul d appear to presune the
outcone of the confirmation process?

General VanHerck: No.

General D ckinson: No.

Chai rman Inhofe: Al right.

| do not have to tell either of you about the nany
chal |l enges the nation faces. Both of the positions for
whi ch we are considering your nom nations are at the
forefront of those challenges. Fromresponding to a gl oba
pandem c to ensuring our dom nance in space, it is inportant
that we have the right |eadership for these itens.

At the forefront of these responsibilities is ensuring
that we continue to inplenent and fulfill the National
Defense Strategy. That is our docunent we refer to quite

often. That is our Bible, our direction. So it is
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i nportant that we keep | eadership that can take on roles to
hel p us win great power conpetition and take care of our
peopl e.

So we | ook forward to hearing your views on these and
ot her inportant issues.

Now, Senator Reed has gone to vote. So we will pick up
t here when he gets back.

| want to comrent al so we have some of the Senators
that are attending renotely, which conplicates things. |
want to | et everyone know how t hings are going to run.

Since it is inpossible to know exactly when our coll eagues
who will be joining us via the conputer arrive, we wll not
be able to be follow ng our standard early bird timng rule.
I nstead, we will handle the order of questions by seniority,
alternating side to side, until we have gone through
everyone. Once we reach the end, if there is anyone we

m ssed, we will go back and pick that up.

W will do the standard 5 mnute rounds |i ke we al ways
do, and | ask the coll eagues on the conputers to pl ease keep
an eye on the clock which you should see on your screens.

Finally, to allow everyone to be heard, whether in the
roomor on the conmputer, | ask all colleagues to please be
sure to mute your m crophone when not speaking.

Gentlemen, we will begin with your opening statenents.

Since we are neeting in unusual tines, please feel free to

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 acknow edge fam |y nenbers that m ght be in attendance

2 renotely as you address your statenents.

3 So let us start with General VanHerck. W will begin
4 wth you and then we will carry on fromthere. Thank you.

5 you are recogni zed
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1 STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL GLEN D. VANHERCK,
2 USAF, TO BE GENERAL AND COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES NORTHERN

3 COMVAND/ COMVANDER, NORTH AMERI CAN AEROSPACE DEFENSE COMVAND

4 General VanHerck: Thank you, Chairman |nhofe, Ranking
5 Menber Reed. | understand he is gone. | want to thank him
6 upfront as well. Distinguished coomttee nenbers, it is an
7 incredible privilege to appear before you today as the

8 President’s nomnee to be Commander, United States Northern
9 Conmmand and Commander, North Anmerican Aerospace Defense

10  Command.

11 I would like to thank the President, the Secretary of
12 Def ense, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for their
13 confidence and for nomnating ne to | ead these two uni que

14  but conpl enentary comrands.

15 I would also like to thank Canadian Prinme M nister

16  Trudeau, Canadian M nister of Defense Sajjan, and the Chief
17 of Defense Staff, General Jonathan Vance, who al so concurred
18 wth ny nom nation.

19 It is deeply hunbling and an honor to be sitting here
20 next to the U S. Space Command nom nee, Lieutenant Ceneral
21 Ji m Di cki nson, as wel |.

22 To begin, | would like to introduce ny wife Marilyn

23 sitting behind ne to the conmttee. W ask a |lot of our

24 mlitary famlies, and | can tell you without hesitation

25 that | would not be here without the | ove and support of ny
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wife and nmy famly. Marilyn and | have been nmarried for
nore than 32 years. She is an amazi ng wonman, an inspiration
to many, including nyself, and the best teammte that |
coul d have.

We have had the privilege of raising a beautiful
daughter Ml ly and wel comi ng our son-in-|law Tayl or who
serves in the United States Navy into our famly.
Unfortunately, they are unable to be here with us today.
They have their hands full with a toddler Theo and al so a
second grandchild on the way due in January.

| have been fortunate to have ny incredible famly by
ny side throughout ny mlitary journey.

Today we face ever-growing threats to the honel and,
threats fromactors across all domains, threats that are
very real and threats that are here today. | amconmmtted
to the National Defense Strategy and its nunber one priority
of defending the honeland. No mission is nore sacred.

We nust renmain prepared to neet the threats head on and
def end our honel and from an increasingly assertive set of
peer conpetitors, rogue nations, and non-state actors who
are conmtted to creating a new world order and influencing
our freedons and our way of life.

For nore than 62 years, NORAD has served as the
foundation for the defense of North Anerica. This

I ncredi bl e bond, coupled with mlitary capabilities, ensures
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a form dable deterrent to potential adversaries and is a
cl ear synmbol of the unbreakabl e bond between the United
States and Canada. | fully understand the inportance of
this mssion, the value of the bi-national partnership, and
the incredible responsibility that conmes with wearing the
hat of the Conmander of NORAD. |If confirnmed, it would be ny
di stinct honor to |l ead the nen and wonen of NORAD in this
no-fail mssion and to work closely with General Jonathan
Vance as NORAD | ooks to nodernize its capabilities while we
continue to build on what is already an incredibly strong
part ner shi p.

If confirmed, | look forward to working closely with
our Mexican partners, including Secretary of National
Def ense General Sandoval and Secretary of the Navy, Admral
g eda, al so Commodore King, new Conmander of Royal Bahama
Def ense Force, focusing on our conmon goals of security,
peace, and prosperity.

If confirmed, | commt to this commttee that | wll
provide ny best mlitary advice and candid views on the
| ssues and chal l enges we face and | will ensure that
NORTHCOM r emai ns postured to defend the honel and and ready
to provide tinely support to civil authorities in order to
elimnate suffering and ensure the safety of the Anmerican
peopl e.

Chai rman | nhofe, Ranking Menber Reed, nenbers of the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

1 committee, thank you again for the opportunity to appear
2 before you today.
3 I ook forward to your questions.

4 [ The prepared statenent of Ceneral VanHerck follows:]
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1 Chai rman I nhofe: Thank you, General VanHer ck.

2 General D cki nson?
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STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL JANMES H. DI CKI NSQON,
USA, TO BE GENERAL AND COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES SPACE
COVIVAND

General Dickinson: Chairman Inhofe, is it okay if we
take our masks off when speaki ng?

Chai rman I nhofe: Yes, it is.

Ceneral D ckinson: Thank you.

Chai rman | nhofe, Ranki ng Menber Reed, and nenbers of
the commttee, thank you for the opportunity to appear
bef ore you today.

I am hunbl ed and honored to be nom nated as the
Commander of U. S. Space Conmand. | amthankful to the
Chai rman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Secretary of
Def ense, and to the President of the United States for their
trust and support.

I am honored today for the opportunity to testify
al ongsi de Li eutenant General VanHer ck.

On a personal note, | amproud to have ny famly here
with ne today. | ama blessed man to have such a great and
supporting famly. First and forenost is ny wife and ny
hi gh school sweetheart, Angie Dickinson. W have known each
other for nore than 42 years and have been married for
al nost 34 years. Angie has dedicated her |life to caring for
our four children while at the sane time caring for the

countless Arny famlies we have had the honor to serve

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

13

al ongsi de t hroughout ny career.

Seated to next to Angie are our four children, Deborah,
Hank, divia, and Joe, our son-in-law Matt, and our
daughter-in-law Sara. Qur ol dest Deborah is an el enentary
school teacher, nother of three of our five grandchildren,
and herself an Arny spouse. Her husband, Major Matt
Weisner, is a US. Arny infantryman and a conbat veteran.

Qur ol dest granddaughter Reagan recently turned nine
just made her fifth nove in 9 years of her life with her
parents, and she is considered a true Arny brat.

[ Laughter. ]

Ceneral Dickinson: Qur son Hank is a newy pronoted
area construction superintendent. Hs wife Sara is a
neonatal intensive care nurse and the nother of two of our
five grandchil dren.

Qur daughter Adivia is a journalist and nost recently a
seni or executive news producer.

And finally, Joe is a recent graduate of the University
of Al abama, Roll Tide, and is on the cusp of joining our
great Arny to pursue his dreamof flying helicopters.

Angie and | could not be nore proud of our famly as
they represent the resiliency, toughness, and service that
make mlitary kids so successful. Wile they are considered
dependents because of ne, the reality is | am dependent on

them and | would certainly would not be here today if it
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14

was not for their support, sacrifice, and their service to
our great nation.

Thank you for allowing nme to introduce them today.

As the current Deputy Commander of U.S. Space Conmand,
| know well the trenmendous responsibilities |levied upon this
command and its incredible joint warfighters. As | reflect
on the responsibilities of the new position for which |I have
been nom nated, frankly | am amazed at where we are today.
Just over a year ago during General Raynond s nom nation
hearing, he testified of the great alignnment in our nation
wi th acknow edgi ng space as a warfighting domain just |ike
| and, air, sea, and cyber. Based on that alignnent, we as a
nation took bold steps towards protecting and defendi ng our
critical space capabilities by establishing U S. Space
Command and subsequently standing up the U S. Space Force to
better organi ze, train, and equip our space warfighters.

As highlighted in the new Def ense Space Strategy, we
are now facing the nost significant transformation in the
hi story of U S. national security space prograns. The
scope, scale, and conplexity of the threats to our space
capabilities are real and concerning. W no |onger have the
| uxury of operating in a peaceful and beni gn environnent.
And we no | onger have the luxury of assum ng our access to
and ability to | everage the space donmain as a given.

Al t hough space is indeed a warfighting domain, our
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actual goal is to deter a conflict fromextending into
space. The best way | know how to prevent that from
happening is be prepared to fight and win if deterrence were
to fail.

Today we are the best in the world in space, and if

confirmed, ny job will be to nake sure our advantage
continues to grow well into the future. The source of our
strength that will nake this possible is and always wll| be

our service nenbers and civilians. They are, without a
doubt, the best in the world at what they do. | amtruly
hunbl ed and honored to be considered to | ead these great
patriots. | take this obligation and responsibility very
seriously, and | assure you that, if confirnmed, | wll
continue to uphold their sacred trust to the utnost of ny
ability.

| ook forward to your questions. Thank you.

[ The prepared statenment of CGeneral Dickinson follows:]
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Senator Reed [presiding]: WlIl, thank you very nuch,
Gener al .

Chai rman | nhofe has gone to the floor to vote. | am
going to present ny statenent, and then if Senator Hawl ey is
still the ranking Republican and he is available, I wll ask
himto ask his questions. And then we will cone back and

alternate on both sides.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Again, let ne thank you all for having
the flexibility to cooperate with us not only in the m dst
of votes but in the mdst of a pandemc. So | appreciate
that flexible spirit and can-do attitude.

Let ne begin by thanking the famlies and the nom nees.

General VanHerck, you are joined today by your wfe
Marilyn, and you are the proud parents of Mdlly who is
married to Lieutenant Taylor Scott, a Navy pilot.

General Dickinson, we wel cone your famly here today:
your wi fe Angie; your daughter Deborah; and her husband,
Maj or Matt Weisner, an Arny officer; your son Hank and his
w fe Sara; your daughter Aivia; and your son Joe.

Thank you for all your service and the sacrifices as
menbers of mlitary famlies. It is very inportant to all
of us.

Ceneral VanHerck, if confirnmed, your mssion wll be to
protect the honeland, to defer and defeat attacks on the
United States, and to support civil authorities in
mtigating the effects of attacks and natural disasters.

You wi || also serve as the Commander of the North American
Aer ospace Defense Command, NORAD, which brings unique
responsibilities and partnering opportunities with Canada to

deter and defend against threats to our nation. As

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Commander of NORTHCOM you will be responsible for the
operation of our honeland ballistic mssile defense system
and | look forward to hearing your views on the Departnent’s
plan to inprove the ground-based m ssile defense systemwth
an interi munderlayer approach while we work towards
devel opi ng and depl oyi ng the next generation interceptor.

I would also |Iike your assessnent of where we stand
wi th tracking and discrimnation sensors, both ground and
space-based, as well as the inportance of devel oping
def enses agai nst conplicated hypersonic threats.

As you know, NORTHCOM is | eading the Defense
Departnent’s contributions to the federal response to the
coronavi rus pandemc. Mre than 31,000 mlitary personnel
are operating support of COVID-19 operations in communities
across the nation while at the sane time, nore than 25, 000
menbers of the mlitary have been diagnosed with this virus
since md-March. |If confirned, you will take comrand as
this crisis continues and as ot her needs from agenci es may
arise, particularly as we are now in the hurricane season.
You w Il need to bal ance requests for support fromcivil
authorities with the readi ness and availability of our
f orces.

Lastly, | remain concerned with the mlitary utility of
t he ongoi ng depl oynent of active duty forces to our southern

border and the inpacts of diverting defense funds to build a

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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wal | . When we shoul d be focusing on the chall enges to our
national security posed by near-peer adversaries |ike Russia
and China as directed by the National Defense Strategy, we
are needlessly commtting billions of DOD dollars in support
of a wall that has no connection to a mlitary threat and
does not support mlitary effectiveness. And now our
mlitary personnel continue to remain on the border while
DHS is choosing to deploy its personnel, sone of whom are
dressed in nock canouflage, to our own cities.

| also continue to be concerned about the potential use
of mlitary forces in areas of civil unrest in this country.
As NORTHCOM Conmander, you would not direct this, but you
woul d be responsible for the forces that are deployed. So |
woul d expect you to keep utnost in your mnd the proper role
and focus of active duty forces in response to such events
I n our country.

Ceneral Dickinson, you are well qualified to serve as
t he Commander of U.S. Space Conmmand, having recently served
as the Conmander of the Army’s Space and M ssil e Defense
Command. The U. S. Space Command was inactivated in 2002,
and its responsibilities and forces were nmerged into U S
Strategic Command. Then, after nearly 17 years, U S. Space
Command was reestablished | ast August. Since its original
creation in 1985, there have been nine conmmanders of the

U S. Space Command, all fromthe Air Force. You will be the

19
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first commanding officer froma service other than the Air
Force, although there are sone of us who refer it as the
Arnmy air corps, but we are very ol d.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator Reed: A little joke.

| think this is inmportant to point out because our
conbat ant commands are joint conmmands. It is vital that the
commands i ncorporate the perspective of all the services.
The Army’ s space operations officers, known as the FA40s,
are highly prized and respected across the space comunity.
They enbed thensel ves within the Arny’s ground conbat forces
and are found often at the tip of the spear using the power
of space and information to enable a nore effective
warfighting force. | hope that your boots on the ground
perspective and experience will be inparted to this conmand.

| aminterested in hearing your views on severa
t opi cs.

First, I would like to know how you will shape a joint
war fi ghting operations plan which is at the core of all
conbat ant commands.

Second, during conflict in space, will you have direct
tasking authority over the space assets the intelligence
comunity controls? This issue is critical because there
must be no anmbiguity in the chain of command.

Third, what steps wll you take to ensure our mssile
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warning mssion is up to date to assess an attack on our
honel and, especially a nuclear attack? As Commander of
SPACECOM you wll own a vitally inportant system of sensors
t hat bot h NORTHCOM and STRATCOM rely upon to informthe
Presi dent of whether our honeland is under attack. This
mssion is nore vital today than it was 60 years ago with
the proliferation of |ong-range mssiles, sone of which do
not follow a ballistic trajectory, by countries such as
North Korea, China, Iran, and of course, Russia. Space
Command is a sensor command, and the m ssile warning m ssion
may be its nost inportant one.

Again, | thank both of you for your continued service
and | ook forward to your testinony and thank you all both.

Now, at this point -- let ne see. | amgetting
I nstructions. | have been instructed that we are going to
Senator Fischer, the ranking Republican who is on Wbex.
Senat or Fi scher pl ease.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, Senator Reed. Can you
hear ne okay?

Senat or Reed: Loud and cl ear.

Senator Fischer: kay, great. Thank you so nuch.

And thank you for holding this hearing today on these
very, very inportant confirmations.

I would like to begin by asking General VanHerck. Your

predecessor, Ceneral O Shaughnessy, advocated for
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accel erating the schedule for the next generation
interceptor. In testinony before this conmttee in
February, he stated, quote, we cannot wait 10 years to get
t he next gen interceptor fielded. W are trying to bring
that left. End quote.

First, | would ask, do you agree with that view? Do
you think the capability needs to be depl oyed before 20307

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | do agree that we need to
field the next generation capability quicker and as soon as
possi bl e.

Senat or Fischer: And how concerned are you that with
the contract still not being awarded, our ability to
acconmplish this schedule is dimnishing?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, | remain concerned, just as
General O Shaughnessy did. Last week, | discussed this with
Jon HIl fromthe Mssile Defense Agency. He is |ooking
forward next nonth to receiving the request for proposals to
come back. | understand that NORTHCOM s nunber one
requi rement was timng and sequencing of the next generation
interceptor. So | amoptimstic, based on ny discussions
with Jon Hill, that we will potentially see the next
generation interceptor nove further left and not have the
significant gap that you are referring to.

Senator Fischer: | know that there are proposals to

devel op an interimcapability that would be depl oyed prior

22
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to the NG being fielded, a separate plan to suppl enent our
GWD systemw th an underl ayer. Senator Reed referenced
that. But these options also face their own schedul e and
budgetary chal |l enges. Wat is your assessnent of the
tradeoff of these options and the need for sone additional
capability prior to NGA’'s depl oynent?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, ny assessnent is we do need
to look at the current systemservice |ife extension.

Again, in ny conversations with Jon Hill |ast week fromthe
M ssi | e Def ense Agency, he gave nme sone great news, that the
service |life extension, which Congress funded -- thank you
for that -- is not only going to be an extension to the
program but is going to bring additional capabilities and
al so redundancy to the system So | am encouraged by that,
that it would prevent any gap.

Wth regards to the underl ayer that you are talking
about, | also talked to Jon about that. And there is a test
upconming in the wintertine that will take a | ook at sone
addi tional capabilities, a Navy capability and potentially
an Arny capability, specifically the SM3 and the THAAD,
that will give us an additional underlayer capability. That
systemis TBD. W need to see that test first.

I am encouraged and will continue to work wth the
comrittee, the Mssile Defense Agency, and the Departnent to

mnimze any gap.
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Senator Fischer: | think we all need to renenber that
some of those systens that you nentioned are regional, and
when we | ook at the threats that we are facing within the
next 10 years, | think we need to be better prepared.

Ceneral, | also understand that what you can say here
is limted in the unclassified environnent that we are in,
but can you briefly describe your |evel of concern about
cruise mssile threats to the honeland and our ability to
def end agai nst thenf

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, thank you.

Yes, it is concerning. It would be a top priority, if
confirmed, for nme. | understand right now that there is an
ongoi ng analysis of alternatives to take a | ook at the
cruise mssile threat froma NORAD perspective. | would
| ook forward to working closely with our Canadi an partners
| ooking to see that analysis of alternatives to get after
the cruise mssile threat.

If confirmed, domain awareness will be a top priority,
but we have to be able to detect those threats. And so if
you cannot detect them you certainly cannot defeat them and
you cannot deter them So |I would place that at the top of
the priority list, na’am

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, sir.

And, GCeneral Dickinson, can you tal k about the steps

Space Conmand is taking to integrate with other geographic
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conmbat ant comrands and the inportance with which you view
this effort, given the |essons |earned fromthe previous
Iteration of Space Command that was de-established in 20027

General Dickinson: Senator, | |look at that integration
between U.S. space Command and the other 10 conbat ant
commands as one of our nost critical areas that we need to
focus on. Qur ability to integrate space capabilities
t hroughout the world, throughout the geographic conbat ant
conmmands is essential to our globally integrated effort
warfighting capability. And we are taking steps right now
to make sure that we have that capability. W have desi gned
I n the new USSPACECOM headquarters these integrated planning
el ements that we are already enbedding within the conbatant
conmmands. Mbst notably, our first one we had was at
USSTRATCOM and we are follow ng up with | NDOPACOV EUCOM
CENTCOM and then the other conbatant conmanders. But our
ability to integrate into those conbatant command staffs is
critical to nake sure that we are providing those space
capabilities that are needed by the joint warfighter.

Senator Fischer: R ght. And have you only stood up a
portion of those teans at this point?

CGeneral Dickinson: Yes, Senator. W have stood up a
portion of those. Wile those teans have several people, as
you can imagine, on them we do have two or three people in

each of those locations. So we are grow ng that capability
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as we speak. And then we have the ability to reach back.
So those individuals are able to reach back into SPACECOM
headquarters and be able to get the support that they may
require.

Senator Fischer: Geat. Thank you so nuch.

Thank you, Senator Reed.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Fischer.

It is now ny turn for questioning, and so |let ne begin
wi th General VanHer ck.

From your experience on the Joint Staff, can you
descri be what are the key factors you are going to be
| ooking at as you try to anticipate the response to the
COVI D- 19 that NORTHCOM wi | | be maki ng not just now but going
forward? And then you could add into that hurricanes. You
could add a whol e host of disruptive situations. And if you
give us kind of a sense of your perspective, that woul d be
hel pful .

General VanHerck: Thank you, Senator.

Wth regards to anticipation, on a routine basis from
ny position as the Director of the Joint Staff, we nonitor
the trends and the requirenents across the States, and we
see that today. You are certainly seeing trends, Texas,
Florida, Mssissippi, California, Arizona, et cetera -- to
anticipate the potential need for resources from DOD.

Wth regards to going forward and | ooking in a
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hurri cane season manner, | am encouraged to tell you that we
anticipated that fromthe Joint Staff and provided a plan
org to United States Northern Command to take a | ook at how
they woul d do defense support of civil authorities in this
environnment. And they cane back wth a planning estinate,
commander’s estinmate, that gives how they woul d do comrand
and control of a hurricane in a COVID environnent. And so
we have a | evel 2 base plan that was provi ded to NORTHCOM
that is on the shelf and ready to go in the case of a

hurri cane or another defense support to civil authorities.
If confirmed, | look forward to getting into NORTHCOM and
hopefully not putting that into place but continue to
anticipate the future.

Senat or Reed: Thank you.

Let me shift to your colleague, Ceneral D ckinson, and
then back to you if tine allows.

CGeneral Dickinson, one of the perennial issues is
authority over the intelligence community and space assets.
Coul d you give us an idea whether you will have tasking
authority over these assets at the particular tinme of
conflict and crisis?

General Dickinson: So, Senator, | would start off by
categorizing our relationship, for exanple, wth the
Nati onal Reconnai ssance O fice that | have been able to

observe since | took this job as the Deputy Commander at

27
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USSPACECOM and | woul d characterize that, Senator, as the
best it has ever been in terns of our ability to work with
the NRO W have them enbedded in our operations centers
out in Colorado Springs. W operate with them every day.
W train wwth them W exercise with them and we are
bui | di ng our operational plans together to ensure that we
are able to do the mssions that we need to together. W
have had sone recent activity that has brought us even
closer in terns of being able to work together.

Specifically with regards to your question about
tasking authority, we do have a series of exercises that we
are working through right now that will help us get after
what | just described in terns of being able to work with
themto provide that warfighting focus that they need to
oper at e.

Senator Reed: Well, thank you, General.

Again, returning back to General VanHerck, what is your
assessnent of the next generation interceptor? Are we
assum ng too much risk in the situation we are right now
with the interceptor?

General VanHerck: Senator, nmy understanding is that
the United States Northern Command, Ceneral O Shaughnessy,
worked closely with the Mssile Defense Agency and the
Departnent in the devel opnent of the requirenents for the

next generation interceptor. Those requirenents are, ny
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understanding is, nore than capabl e of acconplishing the
m ssion that we need in the future. |If confirmed, | wll
continue to work that closely with the intelligence
community, with the Departnment to ensure there is no
capability | apse for the next generation interceptor, sir.

Senator Reed: Thank you.

One of the issues is not just the platformwe have but
the threat we face. And | think we are all rnuch, nuch nore
sensitive to hypersonic vehicles, to non-ballistic mssiles
that could be streaking into our area of operation. That

must certainly heighten the kind of consequences and

potential dangers. |s that accurate?
CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | share your concern as
well, and | would say that is accurate. Specific to

hyper soni cs, they create uni que chal |l enges goi ng forward.
Again, talking with Jon HII, |I amvery delighted to see
they are working on hypersonics going forward. It creates
uni que chall enges for the threat warning and attack
assessnent capabilities, sir.

Senator Reed: Well, | was going to ask a question to
General Dickinson why it is so inportant for himbeing an
Arny officer to have this job, but since that is obvious, |
will refranme from asking the question. And | wll recognize
Senat or Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: The ranki ng nenber once agai n shows
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his wi sdom

Senat or Reed: Thank you.

[ Laughter. ]

Senat or Rounds: Ceneral Dickinson and General
VanHerck, first of all, thank you and your famlies for
decades of service to our nation.

Last week when we spoke, in separate conversations both
of you nentioned the topics of SPACECOVM CYBERCOM i ntegrati on
and SPACECOMF NORTHCOM i ntegration. | wonder if you could
take this opportunity to briefly discuss why these
rel ationships are so inportant. And if you could, in
whi chever order you would like, I think it is inportant to
tal k about the interactions between those three.

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, thank you.

You are absolutely correct. Those relationships are
vitally inportant.

From a NORTHCOM perspective, reliant for indications of
attack assessnent wth SPACECOM as well as supporting from
a cyber perspective, defensive capabilities. So | talk to
General Nakasone as well. So | really |look forward to
partnering with both General Nakasone and, if confirned,
General Dickinson to continue on a path to ensure success.
| understand that the rel ationshi ps between not only
CYBERCOM and SPACECOM and NORTHCOM but all the conbat ant

commands are vitally inportant today with the gl obal threat
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that we have each and every day. | look forward to that, if
confirnmed.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

General Dickinson: Senator, the CYBERCOW SPACECOM
rel ationship, very, very inportant, critical to what we do
each and every day. W both have a supporting and a
supportive role in each other’s operations. W are getting
after that, if you wll, in ternms of integration through
putting one of our integrated planning elenments from
USSPACECOM i nt o USCYBERCOM and then actually the reverse, so
USCYBERCOM putting an integrated planning elenment within
USSPACECOM  This wll help us in our efforts to nmake sure
that as we stand up U S. Space Command that we are
I npl enmenting the cyber protection, cyber capabilities that
we need to right fromthe very beginning. So if you wll, a
cl ean sheet of paper as we put USSPACECOM t oget her, and we
are going to be able to do that starting out on the ground
floor by this relationshinp.

And it is critical and, as General VanHerck said,
critical to all the other conmbatant commands as well, but in
particul ar for SPACECOM and CYBERCOM where you have two
domai ns where you are not necessarily are able to see
physically what is going on in each of those domains. So
our ability to work together is critical.

Senator Rounds: | agree, and | just think it used to
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be we tal ked about air, land, and sea, and now we clearly
have to tal k about space and cyber space. And w thout all
five of them protected and coordi nated together, we are in
trouble. And so | appreciate the fact that both of you
recogni ze that and want to continue to inprove it.

General Dickinson, when we tal ked | ast week, we
di scussed the article that recently was witten by retired
Admiral Dennis Blair and forner Deputy Secretary of Defense
Robert Work concerning the problem of overclassification of
space information. They had argued rather persuasively that
overclassification results in the duplication of space
systens, the lack of integration of space capabilities and
training, and ignorance of specific space threats anong our
operational forces.

Can you di scuss your thoughts on this issue with this
committee? And | recognize that we are not in a closed door
session, but just in terns of the inportance of review ng
the classifications with regard to space.

General Dickinson: Senator, that is a very inportant
process that we need to do routinely. And so in ny previous
job as the Conmander of U. S. Arny Space and M ssil e Defense
Command, | saw firsthand how that overclassification, if you
will, was actually making it nore difficult for us to
actual ly provide support to the warfighter.

And so we have to look at that. And | read the sane
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article, Senator, and | would tell you that we have cone a

| ong ways in a short period of tinme in terns of that
particular effort. W have |ooked at that in the DOD in ny
| ast job very extensively. And we have already seen in the
U S Arny how that declassification, if you will, of sone of
the assets that we have has added to not only nore soldiers
being able to be trained and qualified on that capability
but providing that capability to the warfighter on the

gr ound.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Senat or Reed: Senator Manchin, please.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Thank you all for your service. Thank you for being
her e.

General VanHerck, we spoke about ensuring Northern
Command’ s training operations are efficient as possible. An
| nportant part of that process will included snmaller-scale
trai ning exercises which allow for centralized pl anni ng,
decentral i zed execution. W tal ked about this yesterday.

So if you could share with us -- while I know that we are in
agreenent on the issue, could you share your opinions on how
best to nmaxi mze the efficiency of training operations in

t hese uni que and chal | enging tines?

Ceneral VanHerck: Thank you, Senator. | enjoyed the
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1 di scussi on.

2 Yes, training opportunities are crucial, not only the

3 tier one |large exercises but exercises at all |evels.

4 Senat or Manchin: Sure.

5 Ceneral VanHerck: Today we have to be as efficient and

6 effective as possible with each and every training dollar
7 that are given. And so we should | ook continuously at

8 training opportunities that maxim ze the dollars that

9 Congress gives, that taxpayers expect.

10 | ook forward to, if confirnmed, working with you to
11 take a |look at potential opportunities for efficiency and

12 effectiveness in training.

13 Senator Manchin: The National Guard is not the
14  National Guard of our fathers. Is it?

15 CGeneral VanHerck: | amsorry, sir.

16 Senator Manchin: The National Guard is not the

17  National Guard that our fathers or grandfathers knew.

18 General VanHerck: Absolutely. | concur with you 100
19 percent. Today' s National Guard is in with us each and

20 every day, and there have to be training opportunities for
21  the National Guard.

22 Senat or Manchin: Thank you, sir.

23 And, Ceneral D ckinson, in the past few nonths, we have
24  seen concerning signs of offensive capabilities and tensions

25 in space fromour adversaries. This includes Russia's
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testing anti-satellite weapons; |ast week Iran | aunching a
mlitary satellite into orbit in April; and China | aunching
three imaging satellites over the course of 3 days | ast
nonth. Wile these three exanples vary in severity, there
IS no question that they are signs of our adversaries are
successful, inproving, and investing in their space program

So what are your strategies for ensuring that the Space
Command responds to adversaries challenging U S. don nance
i n space while al so avoi di ng perpetuating any further
weaponi zati on of space?

CGeneral Dickinson: Senator, | think two parts to that
that | would answer. First is that we have to hold our
conpetitors accountable for their actions in space, and that
has actually been one of the nmajor functions or achievenents
in ny words, in ny opinion, the first year, |ike 11 nonths,
of USSPACECOM being in existence is we have the
prof essi onal s now that are |ooking at that each and every
day using our space domai n awareness capabilities to
under stand what our conpetitors are doing in space.

Senat or Manchin: Do you have good -- | amsorry, sSir
-- good comuni cati ons between our adversaries who are
basically really going into space and going at it with the
gusto? Do you have good communi cations to |let them know
what is the protocol or what we will accept, what we wl|

not accept, or are we the gatekeeper?
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CGeneral Dickinson: So, Senator, that is actually an
area that we are working on very hard right nowis
establ i shing what we call norns of behavior in the space
domain. And so we have seen this in other domains, for
exanple, the maritinme domain where it took us sone tine to
establi sh what the nornms of behavior are, what are the
acceptable practices in that domain. So we are working
that, and by hol ding our conpetitors accountable, we are
starting to begin to establish what we woul d consi der the
norns of behavior are in space.

Senat or Manchin: That is establish any type of
authority has to be through superiority.

General Dickinson: | amsorry, Senator.

Senat or Manchin: Qur superiority in space is the only
way we are going to get any of their attentions probably to
work with us or to allow us to set those norns.

General Dickinson: Senator, | think from our
deterrence position, we deter by the position of strength.
And as | said in ny opening statenent, we are the best in
space.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, sir.

CGeneral VanHerck, one final one. | had the pleasure of
speaking with you yesterday, and we touched upon the
| mportance -- that is the wong one.

In the past few nonths, we have seen concerning signs

36
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of offensive capabilities and intentions -- oh, here it is.

We are seeing steadily increasing aggression from
Russia and a growng interest fromChina in the region of
the Arctic. | think we spoke briefly about that yesterday.

Coul d you give an outline of sonme of your top
priorities to counter the conventional and unconventiona
threats that we are likely to face fromboth countries in
t hat regi on?

General VanHerck: Sure, Senator. Thank you.

The changes in the environnment have all owed nore access
to the Arctic. Wth the vast anount of resources, certainly
there wll be conpetition for those resources, whether they
be oil or mnerals. Both Russia and China are very
interested in the Arctic.

Wth regards to what the NORTHCOM perspective woul d be,
if confirnmed, is persistence. W need persistence and
domai n awareness in the Arctic to ensure that we are aware
and able to detect, nonitor, and if needed, deter.

Senator Manchin: Can you speak about the partnership
that we see going on between China and Russia, partnerships
in the Arctic? And are our allies as concerned as we are
about deterring that?

General VanHerck: Senator, | am not aware of a
specific partnership with China and Russia in the Arctic.

| assure you that our allies and partners are concerned
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about China's activities and Russia s activities in the
Arctic.

Senat or Manchin: | |look forward to talking to you nore
about that. And we just did atripinthe Arctic and it was
very interesting and hearing fromthe Arctic nations up
there, their concerns and what activities they are seeing
NOW.

General VanHerck: Yes, sir.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, sir.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chairman I nhofe [presiding]: Thank you.

Goi ng back and forth and voting with the two votes, |
did nmy opening statements, but | had two questions | was
going to ask in the beginning. Now, if they have already
been asked while |I was out voting, you can just skip that
over.

That woul d be, first of all, General VanHerck, fromthe
openi ng statenent, you nentioned your support for the
Nati onal Defense Strategy -- that is this docunent here that
we all are adhering to -- and the defense of our honel and
bei ng the nunber one priority. You also nentioned that
threats to the honel and are here now

So can you expand a bit on the strategi c environnent
that you woul d expect to face when you are confirnmed as

NORTHCOM or have you al ready responded to that question?
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General VanHerck: Senator, | have not.

Chairman I nhofe: Al right.

CGeneral VanHerck: If confirnmed, | would expect a very
dynam c environnent. Over 32 years of service, | do not
think I have ever seen a strategic and dynam c of a national
security challenges that we have today.

Over the |l ast 3 decades, our conpetitors and potentia
adversaries have watched the United States and our way of
deterring, our way of conpeting, and our way in conflict.
They have taken the opportunity to adapt to that environnent
by wat ching us. Specifically China and Russia across all
domai ns.

Russi a devel ops strategic capabilities such as their
submarines which now are a significant challenge for
tracki ng and pose the potential for cruise mssiles that can
stri ke the honel and.

China will do the same in the not too distant future as
they continue to develop their capabilities and becone nore
expedi tionary.

Russia will continue with their cruise mssile
devel opment, which is a significant challenge that we talked
about earlier as well.

DPRK, wth the nuclear capability and the potential to
stri ke the honel and.

I ran, although not having a nuclear capability at this
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time, continues down a path devel opi ng space capability,
whi ch could translate into an | CBM capability and, of
course, they are state sponsors of terrorism And their
proxies will continue attacks on the Western nations as
wel | .

Coupl e that with the VEO and al so transnati onal
crimnal organi zations, | expect a full challenge, if
confirmed as the NORTHCOM Commander, sir.

Chai rman | nhofe: Very good.

And, GCeneral Dickinson, the National Defense Strategy
and great power conpetition -- in your view, does the 2018
NDS accurately assess the current strategic environnent as
It pertains to the domain of space?

General Dickinson: Senator, | think it does. And when
| | ook across the spectrum of conpetitors that we are
| ooki ng at today, in particular two of them China and
Russia, are very active. W have seen that over the | ast
few years, particularly with China in 2007 with their direct
ascent anti-satellite capability test that they have
denmonstrated their proliferation of jamers and directed
ener gy.

Simlarly, Russia has been in the news the | ast couple
weeks, actually the last few nonths, in terns of what they
are doing on orbit in terns of advancing their capabilities.

North Korea and, in particular, not again not advancing
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guickly in the space domain, but is definitely using that in
terns of devel oping mssile technol ogy.

And likewise with Iran, their ability to put satellites
into orbit, albeit not as capable, is still able to
denmonstrate that mssile technology to do that.

So, Chairman, | would just tell you that they are
active and | agree with the NDS.

Chai rman I nhofe: Yes. Thank you very nuch.

Senat or Shaheen?

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman.

General VanHerck, as you know, this adm nistration has
attenpted to divert billions in funding for Departnent of
Def ense counterdrug activities, including nonies that have
been dedi cated to the Joint Task Force North
counternarcotics mssion, for the construction of a border
wal | .

Commander O Shaughnessy, when he was before this
commttee, stated that he recommended to the Secretary that
counterdrug m ssion funding not be diverted to border wal
construction.

Wul d you agree that this funding should renain
dedi cated to the NORTHCOM count ernarcotics m ssion?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, thank you.

| would have to go to the border and assess, if

confirmed, to nake a rational judgnent at this tinme. 1In
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general, | would support and say that counternarcotics
funding is crucial to the mssion. But, again, | have not
been to the border to nake that assessnent.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, can you conment on any ways
that you think that NORTHCOM s counternarcotics m ssion can
be i nproved or nodernized or be nore effective than it
currently is to disrupt drug trafficking by transnationa
crimnal organi zati ons?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, ny understanding is that
t he NORTHCOM mission is in support of the Departnent of
Honmel and Security. Honeland Security has capability gaps
right now The NORTHCOM mission is in support through
oper ational support, infrastructure support, aviation
support, and detection and nonitoring. |If confirned, |
commit to go to the border quickly and nake an assessnent of
that m ssion and provide candid and honest feedback, when
appropri ate.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. | appreciate that.

As you know and as has been referred to, obviously
NORTHCOM i ncl udes the Arctic. And can you speak to your
plans to continue the research that has been undertaken in
engi neeri ng new technol ogies for cold weather adaptability?
You may know that the Arny’'s Cold Regions Lab is in Hanover,
New Hanpshire, and it provides a | ot of research and

capabilities that the Arny can then use. And as we are
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| ooking at a situation where we really have not had a nmjor
northern conflict since the Korean War, how inportant it is
to have the kind of research and adaptability that can be
used by our services.

General VanHerck: Senator, that is incredibly
| mportant.

As | nentioned earlier, persistence is what is crucial
in the Arctic, and to have persistence, you have to be
equi pped and trai ned and capabl e and have the equi pnent to
do that. If confirned, | commt to you that | will continue
to look at that. That is really a service perspective on
the devel opnent. | would work closely with any of the
service chiefs to ensure that the equi pnent for any forces
all ocated or assigned to NORTHCOM have what they need to
conpete and deter in the Arctic.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. W hope that you
will also cone and visit the Cold Regions Lab in Hanover and
see exactly what they are capabilities are. | think you
will find the research they do there is going to be of great
| mport ance.

General VanHerck: Senator, if confirned, | | ook
forward to that.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

General Dickinson, can you tal k about how you envi sion

the National Guard and Reserve as you think about how we use
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their skill sets in both Space Comrand and in maintaining
our superiority in the space donai n?

General Dickinson: Senator, | think the Reserve
conponent in particular for space is incredibly inportant.
My experience in ny last job as the U S. Arny Space and
M ssi | e Def ense Conmand Conmmander was | was very i npressed
with the Reserve conponent contributions to the Arny space
m ssion. Those sane professionals are supporting U S. Space
Command now, and they are so inportant to our m ssion that
we cannot do that every day unless we have them And | see
that only getting stronger and nore of a part of our conmmand
as we continue to mature. | do know there is sone work
going on in the Department now to | ook at what the future
m ght be for that. But what | can speak about today is the
fact that we have National Guardsnmen and Reservists both
fromthe Air Force and fromthe Arny right now perform ng
space missions in support of U S. Space Conmand.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. | hope that will continue
and you will continue to evaluate how they can contribute to
t he m ssion.

As | am sure you are aware, a nunber of our comrercia
and mlitary satellites are proliferating and the tracking
of those objects has becone increasingly inportant. Right
now, the Air Force is playing this role at the federal

| evel, but as | amsure you are aware, there is discussion
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about noving sone of these responsibilities to the
Depart ment of Commerce.

As the ranking nenber of the Commerce, Justice, and
Sci ence Appropriations Subcommittee, |, along with Chairman
Mor an, have requested additional information about what
noving this operation from DOD to the Departnent of Conmerce
woul d entail, how many personnel, what other changes would
be required. W have not yet received an answer to our
request even though it has been a nunber of nonths.

Can you tal k about what concerns you m ght have about
nmovi ng those capabilities fromDOD to the Departnent of
Commerce, if any, or do you think this is a great idea?

General Dickinson: Senator, ny opinion is that | think
It is agoodidea. | think it is the future and where we
need to nove. As you nentioned, the space domain is
becom ng nmuch nore cluttered, populated, if you will, wth
the proliferation of satellites, technol ogy, and debris for
that matter. And so | think as we nove forward in order to
make sure that we do it the nost efficient and in the nost
saf est manner is that we should | ook towards that. And if
confirmed, | would | ook forward to working that particul ar
I ssue with you and your conmttee.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. M tine is out, but
| think we would like to get back to you on what you think

will be required in order to do that successfully.
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Thanks very nuch, M. Chairman.

Chai rman | nhofe: Senator Craner?

Senator Craner: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

And | thank both of you for being here and thank you
both as well for very interesting phone conversations.
guess we net in person in your cases, and | amgrateful for
that. | was encouraged by it, quite honestly.

W have nore questions than tine, but we will submt
the rest for l|ater.

| wanted to foll ow up, General VanHerck, wth our
di scussi on about over-the-horizon radar. As | think I
mentioned to you, the Air Force |ab and NORAD did a --
NORTHCOM did a test in North Dakota at Canp Grafton, which
Is a National Guard canp and facility. Qur feedback was
that the results were far extended to actually -- far
exceeded the expectations. And | would just be interested
i n your know edge of over-the-horizon radar, what you see
comng, if anything, and how you think it m ght play out.

General VanHerck: Sure, Senator.

Anyt hi ng that enhances our capability for domain
awar eness is going to be crucial specifically with regards
to ballistic mssile and cruise mssile capabilities, a
| onger range, and to keep an eye on what may be goi ng on
over the Arctic and beyond.

Specific to the test, | do not have the details. |

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

47

will get those fromAFRL, if confirnmed, but specific we are
| ooking for further discrimnation especially with ballistic
m ssiles as they get nore advanced and the technology with
debris and decoy kind of information would be crucial. And
any of those radar capabilities would help us with that.

Senator Craner: As long as we are on the topic of
radar, maybe | will throw one out that both of you could
wei gh in on.

We tal ked about the radar station at Cavalier that is a
Space Force station now and has been there since the 1970s.
It looks its age. But | am wondering about the data that is
collected there. 1Is it still relevant, and is there nore
that can be done in terns of nodernizing the space station
at Cavalier for awareness?

General VanHerck: Well, Senator, the data that cones
fromthat is absolutely critical to our m ssile warning
architecture that we have throughout North America, as well
as the rest of the world.

In ternms of the age of the radar and those types of
things, | can speak froma position of USSPACECOM i f
confirmed, that | would take a | ook at those capabilities
and put the demand or the requirenents to the U S. Space
Force and work with CGeneral Raynond on inproving, if that is
what we need to do.

Senator Craner: So that |eads to what | was not
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planning to be the followup to that, but it makes perfect
sense. Since we got that at Cavalier and we are still
waiting for results and to see just how specific and how
cl ear images can be from over-the-horizon radar, the
northern tier becones inportant. W talked a little bit
about the Arctic, but there is not a | ot between M nnesota
or Mchigan and, say, Montana except North Dakota and sone
ot her inportant States.

But what | amsort of wondering about as it relates to
the Arctic itself and should an attack cone from over
Saskat chewan or Manitoba, are we prepared for that? Do we
have the right equi pnment? Do we have enough tankers and
bonbers and response weapons if sonething |like that should
happen? Maybe, General VanHerck, you would be the
| ogi cal --

General VanHerck: Senator, ny understanding is that
the current ballistic mssile defense systemis capabl e of
def endi ng agai nst the intended threat that we have today.

Wth regards to bonbers and additional threats, the
cruise mssile threat certainly is a concern, and that woul d
be a top priority, if confirnmed, for nme and donain
awar eness. That goes back to your radar question, having
awar eness of what is comng over the horizon. So, if
confirmed, | would | ook forward to partnering with you and

the commttee to ensure we get after that threat.
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Senator Craner: Before ny tine runs out, | do want to
associ ate nyself with sone of the issues raised by Senator
Shaheen with regard to a Guard, and | know there is a
process for doing that and | think a deliberative process,
sl ow process -- it does not have to be done the way it has
al ways been done. Let us just say that. So with regard to
space, | appreciate that.

The only other thing I would bring up at this point is,
with General D ckinson, when General Raynond did visit G and
Forks and the University of North Dakota in January, just
after being named chief, he told the University of North
Dakota they would be a great fit for a space-rel ated UARC
university-affiliated research center. Since then, we know
that it has changed froma consortiumof schools to a
conpetition for a school or group of schools and the process
has sl owed down. So as we understand, it is going to be
Space Conmmand not Space Force that would actually run the
UARC.

So how do you envision a space UARC com ng together? |
ask that question also with the statenent that we sure hope
that UND is very seriously considered and a partner.

CGeneral Dickinson: Senator, that is a program-- as
the Deputy at U S. Space Command right now, that is a
programthat we are actively |ooking at right now. W

under stand t he absol ute val ue of having a UARC as part of
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that. In ny previous assignnent, | was a Chief of Staff at
USSTRATCOM where we | everaged the UARC very well w thin that
conbat ant command. And as we stand up U. S. Space Conmand,
we are | ooking at the best practices right now across the

ot her conbatant commands in the Departnent to see how best
to stand that up to neet the needs that we are going to
have. And | envision over the next 9 nonths or so that that
programw || come together in a forml way.

Senator Craner: | appreciate that.

I will just close by just again rem nding you that we
are a northern tier State with inportant assets, academc
and talent and others, as well as well positioned to both
defend the Arctic and play a role in space.

And with that, | thank you.

Chai rman I nhofe: Thank you.

Senat or Bl unent hal ?

Senat or Bl unent hal : Thanks, M. Chairman.

Thank you both for your service and to your famlies as
wel |, and thank you for being here today.

Li eut enant CGeneral VanHerck, at the tine that you are
testifying here today, Attorney General Barr is testifying
before a House committee, the Judiciary Comrittee, on the
use of federal policing forces against protesters in O egon
and el sewhere in the country. The question of the use of

mlitary force has also been raised. In fact, the President
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has raised it as a possibility.

Wul d you agree with ne that the Anmerican mlitary
shoul d never be used to suppress First Amendnent free
expr essi on?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, what | would say is the
American mlitary should be the absolute |ast resort to be
utilized in any case. The first utilization should occur
fromlocal authorities, then State, and federal |aw
enforcenent. But the Constitution, the law allows for the
use of forces if required, but it would be the absolute | ast
resort.

Senat or Blunenthal: But not to suppress First
Amendnent rights because, would you not agree, that would be
an illegal order if it were issued to you?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | fully support protests of
the First Anmendnent type exactly as you stated. There
shoul d be freedomto your First Amendnent at any tine.

But what concerns ne is protests that turn violent, and
t hose concern ne significantly. W cannot have that in the
nation. W have to abide by laws. And so a |last resort
woul d be the use of the mlitary.

Senator Blunenthal: And | agree with you that viol ence
and | awbreaking that involves a threat of physical injury is
to be deterred and to be prosecuted when it violates the

| aw. But how woul d you deci de whether mlitary force is in
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fact needed, if ever, as a last resort to protect individual
rights as was done, for exanple, in the South at the tinme of
desegregation, as has been done el sewhere?

But | have submtted proposed legislation. It is
called the CVIL Act. It would essentially nmake the
President certify or report, explain to Congress why and
whet her troops are necessary. R ght now, he can send troops
abroad and he nust report back to Congress. Under the War
Powers Act, he is accountable to Congress, specifically by
statute. There is no such requirenent if he uses Anmerican
troops agai nst American citizens.

How woul d you decide, by what criteria, whether force
I s necessary, and woul d you support |egislation that woul d
requi re sonme accountability to Congress?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, ny understanding is that,

I f confirnmed as the Commander of NORTHCOM it would not be
ny decision to nake the use of force decision. That would
cone fromthe President to the Secretary of Defense as a
di recti on.

What | can assure you is if | felt | was being given an
illegal, inmmral, or unethical order, that | amobligated to
not follow that order.

Wth regard to your second question about supporting
| egi slation, | amgoing to stay out of the policy aspect of

that. |If that lawis enacted, Senator, | will support it
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1 100 percent.

2 Senator Blunenthal: And let ne ask you finally. You
3 are famliar with what was done in Lafayette Park. Correct?
4 CGeneral VanHerck: | am

5 Senator Blunenthal: Are those National Guard troops

6 wthin your purview?

7 General VanHerck: Senator, are you tal king about in ny
8 current job or, if confirmed, a future job? The answer is

9 really neither. Those National Guard troops were not

10 allocated or assigned to USNORTHCOM i s my under st andi ng.

11 Senat or Bl unenthal : What about the use of Air Force or
12 Air National Guard assets potentially over Oregon? | do not
13 know whet her you have seen the report that there was sone

14 formof surveillance in the use of an Air Force pl ane.

15 CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | am aware of that report.
16 What | understood was it was a test mission that the United
17 States Air Force had schedul ed nonths in advance. It

18 happened to coincide and was noticed. But there was no

19 m ssion assignnent to support anything on the ground in

20 O egon.

21 Senator Blunenthal: And let ne just ask you finally,
22 wll you commt as the Commander of NORTHCOM that you woul d
23 report to us, if asked, about the use of any mlitary force
24  involving Anerican citizens, as we have been discussing?

25 General VanHerck: Let nme make sure | understand your
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guestion. Are you tal king about the proposal you have to
enact ?

Senator Blunenthal: No. Let ne rephrase it. | am
sorry | was uncl ear.

Wul d you report to us about the use of mlitary force
agai nst Anerican citizens in any incident after it occurred?

General VanHerck: Senator, | will answer that in two
parts.

First, if directed in a |lawful order to execute with
mlitary force, | will followthat. |If this commttee would
| i ke to discuss that, absolutely I would cone to discuss
t hat .

Senat or Bl unenthal: Thank you. Thanks very nuch.

Ceneral VanHerck: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman | nhofe: Senator Sullivan?

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And, gentlenen, congratul ati ons on your nom nati ons and
t hank you for your decades of service to our nation.

CGeneral VanHerck, | want to talk a | ot about your
responsibility in this inportant position with regard to
your responsibilities overseeing the Arctic. | have been in
the Senate 5 and a half years. W have nade very
significant progress on focusing on this not because the
Pent agon has been focused on this. It has been primarily

this conmttee, bipartisan way. You know, we started -- the
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previ ous NORTHCOM Conmander when | was here was not that
focused on the Arctic at all. It has got increasingly
better. GCeneral O Shaughnessy has been fantastic.

So can you give ne your sense of the great power
conpetition that is occurring in the Arctic and what we need
to do? | think we are, unfortunately, way behind. But the
Congress of the United States has been really pressing this
I ssue to get the Pentagon to wake up, and | think the
Pentagon is finally waking up. | give a lot of credit to
General O Shaughnessy, the Secretary of the Air Force. You
may have seen -- M. Chairman, | would like to submt this
for the record. The new Departnent of the Air Force Arctic
Strategy cane out last week. It is a really good docunent.

Again, 5 and half years ago, the Cbanma adm ni stration
Arctic strategy in this comrittee | referred to as a joke
because it was, 13 pages, 6 of which were pictures. Cdimte
change was nentioned |ike six or seven tinmes and Russia was
mentioned once in a footnote. And China was not even
ment i oned.

So it is a changing situation now.

Can you give nme your views? And then | would like to
ask sone specific issues with regard to the Arctic.

Chai rman | nhofe: Wthout objection, that will be made
a part of the record at this point.

[ The information follows:]
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Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

General VanHerck: Thank you, Senat or.

| see trenendous value in the Arctic. Specifically, if
confirmed, what | would focus on is enabling persistence.
And | am encouraged by the strategy that you tal ked about
fromthe Air Force. | have read it. | think it is a great
step in the right direction.

Chi na and Russia, as you asked about, trenmendous
resources in the Arctic. Russia specifically, using the
mlitarization taking approxi mtely a dozen or so bases and
ei ther reopening or opening to have significant influence in
the Arctic.

China calls thenselves a near Arctic nation, which I
find hard to believe, but they do. But certainly they want
to have persistence in the Arctic as well.

That demands persistence of the United States as wel |
in ny mnd, and to do that would require sone capabilities.
| understand that General O Shaughnessy and NORTHCOM have a
requi rement for fuel north of Dutch Harbor. That could
enabl e sone additional capabilities for persistence.

Comruni cations will be a significant challenge. |
understand that is the nunber one priority for Ceneral
O Shaughnessy right now.

Senator Sullivan: W have a third of that requirenent

in the NDAA this year. So we are making progress there too.
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General VanHerck: Yes. And so we sincerely appreciate
that, Senator. That is crucial in the northern |atitudes.
Communi cation all ows command and control as well. And to
deter and defend, you have to be able to command and contr ol
the forces. And so you have to have the infrastructure to
support that.

Senator Sullivan: Let nme ask about infrastructure,
General. Just again this week -- hardly a week goes by
wi thout a new nedia article or sonething in the press about
the Arctic. Ponpeo says U S. to expand Arctic role to deter
Russia and China. That was in the “Washi ngton Post” 2 days

ago. Yesterday in the “Wall Street Journal,” there was a
huge article -- huge -- China' s nove to buy Arctic gold mne
draws fire in Canada. As world powers seek dom nance in the
Arctic region, opponents of the purchase say bl ocking deal
I's in Canadi ans’ national interest.

You are going to be working closely with the Canadi ans,
as you nentioned in your opening statenent on this.

And then the President just a nonth ago put out from
hi m t he nmenorandum on safeguarding U.S. national interests
in the Arctic and Antarctic regions. | would like to submt
this for the record, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman I nhofe: Wthout objection.

[ The information follows:]
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Senator Sullivan: But what the President is asking
you, the Secretary of Defense, Secretary of State, Secretary
of Honel and Security is |ook at that issue of
infrastructure. H's neno says we need nore icebreakers and
we need a presence of at least two U. S. basing locations for
t hese new i cebreakers.

Do you think it would nake sense to put one of those

basing | ocations in the part of Anerica that actually is the

Arctic?
GCeneral VanHerck: Senator, | do think it makes sense,
and if confirmed, I would continue to work with you and this

commttee to ensure that we get after that.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. Thank you, General.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman I nhofe: Thank you.

Senator Hirono?

Senator Hrono: | ask every nonm nee on any of the
comrittees on which | sit the follow ng two questions. So |
wi |l ask you gentlenmen the follow ng two questi ons.

Since you becane a | egal adult, have you ever nmde
unwant ed requests for sexual favors or commtted any verba
or physical harassnent or assault of a sexual nature?

W will start with you, General VanHer ck.

CGeneral VanHerck: No, Senator.

Senat or Hi rono: General Di cki nson?
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CGeneral Dickinson: No, Senator.

Senator Hi rono: Second question. Have you ever faced
discipline or entered into a settlenent related to this kind
of conduct?

General VanHerck: No, Senator.

General Dickinson: No, Senator.

Senator H rono: Thank you.

You have been asked -- this is for General VanHer ck.
You have been asked a nunber of questions. So should you be
confirmed to the position of NORTHCOM Commander, sone
guestions along the lines of involvenent in civilian
protests. So in recent weeks, we have seen disturbing
| evel s of violence used agai nst Anmerican citizens exercising
their right to protest.

Assum ng that you are confirned, what kind of training
wll the forces under your purview get to deal with
nonvi ol ent protesters if they are called up?

General VanHerck: Senator, if forces are called to be
utilized, they would get training on the standing rules for
the use of force and any training that would invol ve being
in close proximty or with civilians.

Senator Hrono: |s there any kind of training that you
are aware of that deals with civilian nonviolent protesters
such as de-escal ation training? Do you think there should

be specialized training for forces that are used to dealing
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in the mlitary context when they are in a civilian context?

General VanHerck: Senator, | do believe that if
anybody fromthe mlitary is going to be put into that
situation, that we as senior |eaders owe themthe proper
training. Wat | would tell youis, if I amconfirnmed and
if put into that situation, | will ensure 100 percent that
anybody put into that situation will have the proper
training before they are put in there.

Senator Hrono: So it would seemthat you would be
able to give me a commtnent that you will do everything
possi ble in your role as the NORTHCOM Commander to ensure
that forces under your purview do not violate the rights of
American citizens when providing support to civilian
aut horities.

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | commt to you, if
confirmed and put into that position where forces are going
to be put in proximty to support either a federal agency or
via an act where they are in charge, that they will get the
nost training possible before they get put into that
si tuati on.

Senator Hrono: And while you said that the decision
will ultimately be made by the President, as a Commander |
t hi nk you have sone responsibility to make your own
deci sions. For exanple, Ceneral M|l ey apol ogized for his

presence at Lafayette Square during that photo op of the
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President. So he was exercising his own judgnment. And you
may be call ed upon to exercise your own judgnent to cone
through with the comm tnent that you are naki ng today.

You were asked about the inportance of the National
GQuard and providing support to SPACECOM and this is for
General Dickinson. Senator Shaheen had asked you sone
questions, and | just wanted to note that this year it was
announced that the Hawaii Air National Guard has been
sel ected to have one of four national offensive space
control squadrons. And | understand that the Hawaii Air
National Guard is in the process of establishing the 293rd
space control squad base at the Pacific Mssile Range
facility on Kauai. So thank you very nuch for acknow edgi ng
the inportance of their role in SPACECOM General D ckinson.
That is not a question.

I do have a question for you, General D ckinson. W
know t hat you are going to need a lot of qualified people
mai nly with STEM backgrounds as we set up SPACECOM  And
given the conpetition for talent across the STEM and cyber
communities, howw !l you work with the mlitary services to
ensure that SPACECOM has the technical experts needed to
performthe m ssion of the space domain, and what will you
do to attract mnorities, including wonen, to serve in
SPACECOWP

Ceneral Dickinson: Senator, the question is one of
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tal ent managenent is | think what you asked nme and how are
we going to attract good talent fromthe STEM curricul um
into the United States Space Command. And ny overall
assessnent, being the Deputy for about 6 or 7 nonths now and
in ny former job at U S. Arny Space and M ssil e Defense
Command, is we have got trenendous interest from our young
popul ati on wanting to conme and be a part of the space
enterprise, whether it is commercial, civil, or in this case
mlitary. And so our ability to attract young talent -- |
think we have got a |lot of people that want to cone serve,
and we have a |lot of young adults that want to serve their
nation in this capacity. So | am encouraged by the nunbers
of people that are interested in doing that.

And | think we as a Departnent, and if confirmed as the
USSPACECOM Conmmander, is that we need to have nechanisns in
place that will attract that young talent. In ny |ast job,
we had a very robust schol arship program and opportunity for
I nternshi ps out sone of our universities across the country.
And | would | ook to expand that so that we can maintain that
knowl edge base and that expertise within the command.

Senator Hrono: | hope that you will make concerted
efforts to encourage mnorities, which include wonen, to
seek jobs in SPACECOM because there is certainly a | ack of
encouragenent for mnorities and wonen in the STEM area. So

| hope you will have a focused effort to encourage young
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folks to work with you.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator Hirono.

Senat or Cotton?

Senator Cotton: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank you, gentlenen, for your appearance and
congratul ati ons on your nom nati on.

Ceneral VanHerck, | want to speak about the nucl ear
threat facing the American people. Qur |ead negotiator for
the New START treaty, Marshall Billingslea, has warned that
China is in the mdst of what he calls an alarm ng crash
nucl ear buildup. W also have a significant flawin the
exi sting New START regine in that it does not capture
Russia’ s significant advantage in what are variously called
|l ow-yield tactical or battlefield nuclear weapons. | do not
see nuch difference between tactical and strategic nucl ear
weapons since both are devastating.

As the Northern Command Commander, you will have the
honel and aerospace defense mssion. So froma mlitary
standpoint, do these twin threats concern you? Are you
worried about the risk of nuclear overmatch when Russia and
China's forces are conbined against the United States?

General VanHerck: Senator, | amconfident -- and |
have talked to Admral Richard -- with our deterrent
capability today that we can deter both China and Russi a.

Wth regards to New START, specifically entering into a
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treaty that would put us at a di sadvantage with one or the
other -- that would have to be sonething that I would have
toreally take a ook at. | would be concerned about that,
Senat or .

Senator Cotton: Ceneral, | amconfident in our ability
to deter that threat today as well, but what about in the
next 5 to 10-year period? Are you concerned that what M.
Billingslea refers to the crash nuclear build up in China
could put us in a position in the near future where we face
a conbi ned nucl ear force of China and Russia that is greater
than ours and therefore that we cannot effectively deter?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, | need to get smarter on
that, to be honest with you. But right now, | understand
that our deterrence has the capability to deter both.

Now, with that being said, | amconcerned with what I
see about China, their rapid buildup and their change of
strategy with their nuclear weapons. |f confirmed, | commt
to you to work with you and this conmttee and the
intelligence community to continue to nonitor that. [If |
ever felt that there was overmatch, then | am going to speak
as loud as anybody in the room sir.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. | appreciate it, General.

Ceneral D ckinson, Russia has just announced that it
wi | | deploy hypersonic nuclear strike weapons with its navy.

| know that counter-hypersonics are already a top priority
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for the Departnent of Defense. Yet, we currently have only
m nimal capability to detect these weapons throughout nost
of their very short flight profile.

Do you believe a space-based sensor |ayer is one of the
nost critical capabilities the Departnent needs to detect
and track hypersonics?

Ceneral Dickinson: Senator, in ny opinion, yes. W
need to have a space-based detection capability. That is
absolutely critical to solve this problemw th hypersonics.
Qur ability to see that threat early in the sequence or in
the kill chain of that is absolutely critical to our success
In defeating it. So | would |ook, if confirnmed, to advocate
for that capability in terns of building out a space-based
sensor | ayer.

Senator Cotton: Do you believe that Congress is
sufficiently funding devel opnent of that capability at
present ?

General D ckinson: Senator, ny understanding is |
believe it is at this point.

Senator Cotton: \When you testify in the future and
Senators inply that they are ready to give you nore noney,
you shoul d always say that you would take it if you can get
it.

General Dickinson: |If confirmed, Senator, | would

advocate for that.
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[ Laught er. ]

Senator Cotton: Al right, gentlenen. Thank you again
for your appearance today and congratul ati ons on our
nom nati on.

M. Chairman, | will yield back the bal ance of ny tine.

Chai rman I nhofe: Thank you.

Senat or Kai ne?

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair.

These witnesses | think are very, very qualified for
the positions for which they have been nom nated, and |
appl aud you for your service.

| have a plea that is really nore of a plea for the
commttee. Then | have a question for each of you. And the
plea for the conmttee is sort of a -- | amjust going to
state it as heartfelt as | can.

| believe that this conmttee did really, really good
wor k on the national defense authorizing act, and it passed
by an 86-14 vote. And | think the chair and ranking did
superb work with the staff in helping pull it together. It
contains everything. It is 1,160 pages. It is true pay
raises and it is protection for mlitary famlies, and it is
shi pbuil ding and ship repair. And it is strategic advances
on issues that ny col | eague, Senator Cotton, raised about
Huawei. It is a very conplex bill. And the chair and

ranking did a wonderful job with the commttee, and then
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they did wonderful job on the floor. And there were dozens
and dozens and dozens of amendnents added by not only Arned
Service Commttee nmenbers but nenbers who were not on the
commttee. That is to their credit.

A simlar bill passed the House with over a two-thirds
vot e.

| do not believe everything |I read in the newspaper or
tweets, but | was discouraged this weekend when | read that
because President Trunp does not |ike one part of the bill,
a bill that establishes a process for renaning mlitary
bases currently naned after confederates -- and three of
t hose bases are in Virginia. | voted for the provision to
establish the renam ng process, but because he does not I|ike
one piece of the bill, there is sone consideration being
given to either renoving that, even though it was in both
sides, both the House and the Senate’'s bills, or delaying
getting the bill to himfor that reason.

| just want to plea that we not | et bases naned for
Conf ederate generals and the issue of those names becone the
dom nating inportant issue that would bog down a very good
defense authorizing bill for three reasons.

Nunber one, the priorities in the bill, pay raises,
shi pbui | di ng, our nuclear deterrence, are vastly, vastly
nore inportant than the Confederate nam ng provision

regardl ess of how you feel about the provision or how people
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voted on it.

Nunber two, this is the single nost inportant piece of
| egislation | work on any year in the Senate. And | would
venture to say that nenbers of the commttee probably feel
the sane way. And for a place like Virginia where | have
got the Pentagon, the | argest concentration of sort of
mlitary admnistrative power in the world, Quantico where
every Marine officer is trained, Norfolk, the |largest seat
of naval power in the world -- this is the bill. The NDAA
is the bill where |I have ny entire comrunities asking what
is going to be for the pay raise, what are you doing for
mlitary famlies. They are on the edge of their seats
every year about this bill and they want to know what is in
it. And then when it passes, | put out a press rel ease
stating what is in it and then comrunities start to plan
around it.

Presi dent Trunp tweeted out over the weekend that he
was assured that the Confederate provision wuld sonehow be
renmoved. That puts uncertainty into all of the things that
| have nentioned to people in Virginia about this bill. |
do not think we should inject uncertainty over the good
priorities in this bill over an issue that is nore m nor
| nportant.

Finally, the other reason that | would just urge us not

to let the Confederate issue wag the dog in this case is
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this committee is the only place in the Senate where | think
we do this right. | hold this commttee up all the tine. |
have had two Republican chairnen and one Denocratic chairman
in my 8 years in the Senate. It is the one part of the
Senate that | actually think works where the chairman and
ranking are open to letting every nenber offer amendnents
and get themvoted up or down and only when there are none
left to offer do we declare it done. And then on the floor,
the chair and ranki ng work assi duously wth nmenbers of both
parties to clear as nmany anendnents as possible. | hold
this up in ny all nmy other conmttees. Wy can we not do it
this way? Wiy can we not do it |like the Arned Services
Conmm ttee does?

And | would hate to see that in the very predictable
I nstance where we nmight see an issue differently than the
Presi dent -- President Obama wanted to pull out funding for
the refueling of a carrier, but we did not let that stop us.
We thought differently and we did it. And there have been
t hi ngs where we di sagreed with President Trunp on. That is
what we do. But we should not be playing Mother May | with
the President. W should do what we are going to do and
then we should let the President do what the President is
going to do. But | do not think we should let a m nor issue
dom nate and sl ow down this bill

So that is ny earnest plea of ny coll eagues and of the
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Senat e and of the conferees.

My question is this. Qur chair and ranking did a good
job during the nonth April when we were quarantined in
keepi ng us infornmed about how the DOD is dealing with the
coronavirus issue. W had a weekly call and we were digging
into it. But because of the outbreak on the Roosevelt, a
| ot of the discussion was about that.

Shoul d you each be confirmed in your positions, how
wll you deal with sort of the coronavirus and trying to
keep your team safe and operating at a high | evel of
ef fectiveness and efficiency should you be confirned in your
new rol e? Have you given that sone thought, or what
experience did you have in your current role that you bring
to bear on that issue, should you be confirned?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, thank you very much.

Yes, | have given that sone thought as the Director of
the Joint Staff, and if confirmed, NORTHCOM woul d conti nue
to think about that.

The Departnment has put in a four-tier process for
testing to ensure that the m ssion continues. So tier one
nucl ear forces, for exanple, a four-tier process to ensure
that folks are tested and, if positive, they are quarantined
accordingly. This is all about continuing with the m ssion.
So, yes, Senator, | would continue with that process, if

confi r ned.
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In addition to that, followi ng the CDC gui delines and
the policies of the Departnent that are put in place to keep
the mssion effective and keep the force ready.

If confirmed, | look forward to partnering with you and
the coonmttee to ensure we can get through this. Thank you,
Senat or .

Senator Kai ne: General D ckinson?

General Dickinson: Senator, in ny current job as the
Deputy at U. S. Space Command, we have gone through very
detail ed planning to nmake sure that we have accounted for
the coronavirus in terns of making sure that our space
m ssi on areas have been protected fromit. As you can
| magi ne, Senator, we have got many no-fail mssions within
the conmand right now that we are using, and our ability to
take the gui dance that we have received from DOD -- take
that and inpart it into our planning process has really --
we have had a good success story to this date in terns of
maki ng sure we preserve that space capability for the
nation. And if confirnmed, | wll continue to do that and
work with the commttee as well as the Departnent.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you both. | look forward to
supporting both your nom nati ons.

Chai rman | nhofe: Very good.

Senat or Jones?

Senator Jones: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
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And t hank both of our w tnesses for your service and
for your willingness to continue to serve.

Let ne first -- | want to strongly associate nyself
wi th Senat or Kaine's comments about the NDAA and every
provision in it, including the renoval of the Confederate
names. | think that is so inportant right now And if the
Presi dent wants to continue to be on the wong side of
hi story on that point, then that is his prerogative. But
this conmttee, as well as the Senate of the United States
and the House of Representatives, have decided they are
going to be on the right side of history on this. And I am
hopeful that we can get this across the finish |ine and do
all those great things that we set out to do when we first
started consideration of that bill

CGeneral Dickinson, thank you for a shout-out, the Rol
Ti de shout-out earlier today, and also | appreciate the fact
t hat your son, who just graduated, is going to be training
to fly helicopters. | wll tell you ny son also just
graduat ed, and right now he is just kind of hovering around
our house waiting to go to | aw school or graduate school or
somet hing. But thank you for that.

| do want to ask about your time in Huntsville. And as
you are well aware with Space Conmmand, Huntsville was one of
the finalists to be the headquarters for Space Command.

That got changed recently, and that process has been
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reopened. And in a hearing |ast year -- actually a couple
of hearings -- | have raised concerns about that. | was
pretty upset that it had been reopened because it seened to
me that there were sone presidential politics comng into
play. Secretary Esper, Secretary Barrett assured ne that
was not the case, but | still have ny doubts. But the one
thing that Secretary Esper tal ked about was the fact that no
deci si on was going to be made.

So | have two questions for you -- no decision nade
before the election. So | have two questions.

Could you talk a little bit -- you have been in
Huntsvill e as head of the Arny Space and M ssile Defense
Command. Can you talk to us a little bit about the
| nportance of Huntsville and the operations there to our
overall mssion in space?

Ceneral Dickinson: Senator, ny personal experience
from being the Conmander at U. S. Arny Space and Mssile
Def ense Conmand was that Huntsville is a great place to |live
and a great place to work. And | would tell you that ny
wife and I -- we enjoyed the community as well in
Huntsville, Al abama. As you know, Senator, it has a | ot of
capabilities there in terns of the space enterprise with
NASA Marshal | Space Flight Center, those types of
activities, along with the Mssile Defense Agency. So there

Is a lot of technical base, if you wll, that is indigenous,
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if you will, in Huntsville, Al abana.
Senat or Jones: Well, thank you.
My next question about that is that -- | know that the

basi ng decision is not going to be yours to nmake, but if
confirnmed as the next Commander of SPACECOM w Il you
support Secretary Esper in keeping his pronise about timng?
And wi Il you commt to offer your best mlitary advice about
t he headquarters | ocation based on the needs of the command
and not the desires of political |eaders?

CGeneral Dickinson: Senator, | support Secretary Esper
in his concept for the basing decision that will be nade. |
feel that it is, in my opinion, a fair, transparent,
holistic look that will be done and is already underway.

And at the end of that, Senator, | wll provide ny best
mlitary advice, if asked for that opportunity, to the
Secretary of Defense.

Senator Jones: Thank you, GCeneral.

General VanHerck, real quick. | know you and Senat or
Reed di scussed about the | essons for any pandenm c that may
occur in the future, and | amassumng that we are al so
| ooking fromthe mlitary at |lessons learned. | would like
to ask you real quick about the two hospital ships that we
have, the Confort and the Mercy. | think that they were
| aunched in 1976 and converted to hospital ships in 1986.

Wul d you agree that those hospital ships provide an
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i nportant capability that we want to have in future

pandem cs? And woul d you support trying to nodernize those
assets and maybe increasing the nunber of those type of
assets?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, | agree that those hospital
ships are crucial to our warfighting and any response and
execution of any OPLAN.

Specific to their nodernization, if that is a way
forward, absolutely | would support that to ensure that we
keep that critical capability for the future.

Senator Jones: Geat. Thank you, GCeneral.

Thank you both for your service.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you.

And before going to our |ast nmenber, which will be
Senat or Duckworth, the last two Denocrats to speak both made
guite an issue out of the one statenent that the President
has nade. And | would like to clarify a little bit because
| happen to agree with that statenent that he nade. It is
an objection to trying to rewite the history of Anerica.

Now, | was stationed -- many years ago, | was stationed
in Fort Lee, Virginia. So | knowa little bit about -- have
alittle bit of personal background in that.

And | think there are a | ot of people who just

|l egitimately do not want to disregard the history of this
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country as actually happened, and that is a legitimte
concern.

Senat or Duckwort h?

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| do think that it is inportant to renenber history so

it shall never repeat itself. But as a soldier, | did not
care to be serving at Fort Rucker, Alabama. | |ove Fort
Rucker. | built an enterprise in the Ozark area. | had

some wonderful tinmes there, but | certainly did not
appreci ate being posted to a base nanmed for a traitor who
rai sed arns agai nst our nation.

Ceneral VanHerck, our country is facing daunting
chal l enges. A deadly pandem c has killed nore than 148, 000
Anericans in a matter of nonths. An econom c recession is
battering our country, and nmenbers of the National Guard
have been ordered to intervene while their fell ow Areri cans
exercise their First Amendnent rights. The situation has
both troubl ed and concerned about the state of civil-
mlitary relations and placed many of our guardsnmen in a
difficult situation at the center of public debate.

The resiliency of our country and our government is
truly being tested. The National Guard has not been exenpt
fromthis, and we have had this discussion partially already
today. The Guard’'s donestic contributions have been sinply

staggering. The National Guard has activated thousands of
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citizen soldiers and airnen donestically while continuing to
carry out regularly schedul ed m ssions and overseas
depl oynent s.

That is why earlier this week, the National CGuard
reached a new peak of over, as you nentioned, 120, 000
per sonnel nobilized worl dw de.

In your owmn words, Ceneral VanHerck, can you tell ne
how you see the National Guard’ s role in the execution of
NORTHCOM s m ssi ons?

General VanHerck: Thank you, Senator.

The National CGuard, as you point out, is doing
I ncredi ble things all around the globe. And | think today
It is alnost 70,000 guardsnen not only in the United States
but abroad.

The National CGuard plays a crucial role in the NORTHCOM
m ssion. Defense support of civil authorities is crucial
across all 50 States and territories to ensure that --
| i nked and ready to go.

Now, NORTHCOM routinely trains and works with the
Nati onal Guard and the States. And so the relationship is
vitally inportant.

What | would commt to you, if confirmed, is | wll
continue to do that. | have worked closely with General
Hokanson as he gets in the seat and all the governors and

the TAGs as wel |. That 1s a crucial mssion, na’am Thank
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you.
Senat or Duckworth: Thank you.
In md-May during the height of COVID 19 response
efforts, | was alerted to friction points between National

Guard and NORTHCOM There appears to be a lack of firsthand
experi ence anong NORTHCOM | eader shi p concerni ng how t he
Nat i onal Guard response occurs at the State level. 1In the
past, the Deputy Commander at NORTHCOM was required to be a
National CGuard officer. Now that position is open to any
reserve conponent officer, not necessarily a guardsnan

If a commander or deputy commander at NORTHCOM does not
have much experience with the National Guard or honel and
m ssions, it can be hard to understand many of the Guard’s
conplexities. For exanple, the National Guard ran into
I ssues with NORTHCOM failing to appoi nt dual status
commanders. Fortunately, the Guard was able to address
t hese issues, but not every situation will afford the | uxury
of tine.

General VanHerck, if confirnmed, how do you plan to
I ncrease the NORTHCOM seni or | eadershi p’s understandi ng of
the National Guard s conplexities and its m ssion
requirements? And if confirnmed, will you conmt to
recordi ng and publishing NORTHCOM s | essons | earned fromits
response to COVID- 19 and civil unrest to ensure NORTHCOM

does not experience simlar difficulties in the future?
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General VanHerck: Thank you, Senator.

Wth regards to the first question, if confirnmed, |
woul d work closely to ensure that all the senior |eadership
gets the proper training and exposure to the key Nati onal
GQuard | eader shi p.

Wth regards to the | essons | earned, the Departnent is
goi ng through a process right now to capture | essons | earned
fromCOVID. | conmt to you and this conmttee that we wll
share those | essons |l earned and, if confirnmed, froma
NORTHCOM per spective inplenent those |essons |learned. It
wi |l be crucial.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, GCeneral.

General Dickinson, | just have a mnute left. M
questions on the decision and timng of the headquarters
have been asked. | just wanted to thank you and your famly
for your service but also if you could relay a nessage to
your son. Tell himreal pilots fly -- Woop.

General D ckinson: Whoop.

[ Laught er. ]

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you so nuch.

| yield back, M. Chairman.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you very nuch.

Let ne thank our w tnesses, CGeneral VanHerck and
General Dickinson, for the tine you have given us and the

frank ways in which you have responded to the questions.
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1 And we will all be |looking forward to working with each of
2 you in your new capacity. Thank you very mnuch.
3 And we are adjourned.

4 [ Wher eupon, at 4:14 p.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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