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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF: LI EUTENANT GENERAL GREGORY
M GUI LLOT, USAF TO BE GENERAL AND COVNWANDER, UNI TED STATES
NORTHERN COMVAND/ COMVANDER, NORTH AMERI CAN AERCSPACE
DEFENSE COMVAND AND LI EUTENANT GENERAL STEPHEN N. VWHI TI NG,

USSF TO BE GENERAL AND COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES SPACE

COVIVAND

Wednesday, July 26, 2023

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:00 a.m,
i n Room 216, Hart Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [presiding],
Shaheen [presiding], Gllibrand, Blunmenthal, H rono, Kaine,
King, Kelly, Wcker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst,

Sullivan, Cranmer, Scott, Tuberville, Mullin, and Schmtt
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR
FROM RHODE | SLAND

Chai rman Reed: Good norning. The commttee neets to
consi der the nom nation of Lieutenant Ceneral G egory
-- Gegory Guillot to be Conmander of U.S. Northern
Command, and Li eutenant General Stephen Whiting to be
Commander of U.S. Space Conmand. Gentlenen, thank you for
your decades of service to the Nation and congratul ati ons.

General Quillot, | would like to wel conme your w fe,
Carol i ne, daughter, Elizabeth, and son, who | know is
proudly watching his father. General Wiining, | would |like
to wel cone your wife, Tammy, and daughter, Allie, and the
| oved ones that are here today supporting your efforts.

I think you have got your son, parents, and in-|aws
who are probably watching fromafar, and al so conmend him
We thank you and your famly for their continued support,
because | think we all recognize no one serves al one, and
their efforts and your efforts have brought us to this day.

I would also |like to note that you are both graduate
of the Air Force Acadeny class of 1989. And despite that,
we are holding this hearing. And | am sure many of you
cl assmates are cheering you on from afar.

I wll at this point asked that the remai nder of ny
statenent be included in the record and yield to Senator

Wcker for his opening remarks. W have started early, and
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we start the floor procedure at about 10:00 a.m, so we

want to expl ode as nmuch as we can.

gent | enen.

TP One

Senat or W cker.
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Thank you very nuch,

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR FROM

M SSI SSI PPI

Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. And |, too,
wel come these witnesses and their famlies and friends. W
| ook forward to an excell ent question and answer session
today. And as the chair has indicated, we have nuch to do
on the floor, and so | wll ask that ny statenent be
included inits entirety in the record at this point.

Chairman Reed: Well, let nme first recogni ze Gener al
Quillot for your opening statenment, and then General
Whiting. General Cuillot, please. Could you turn your
m cr ophone around, please, CGeneral, and bring it as close

as possi bl e.
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STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL GREGORY M GUI LLOT,
USAF, TO BE GENERAL AND COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES NORTHERN
COVMAND/ COMVANDER, NORTH AMERI CAN AERCSPACE DEFENSE
COMVAND

General @uillot: Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber
W cker, and distingui shed nenbers of the conmttee, thank
you for the opportunity to appear today.

| am deeply honored to be nom nated to serve as the
Commander of the United States Northern Command and North
Ameri can Aerospace Defense Command, and testify next to ny
Air Force Acadeny classmate, Lieutenant General Stephen
Whi ti ng.

| would like to begin by thanking President Biden,
Secretary Austin, and Chairman MIley for their trust and
confidence, and | amgrateful to the coomttee and
| eadership for their endorsenent of ny nom nation as well.
| would also |like to thank General G enn VanHerck and his
wife Marilyn for their trenendous 36 years of service and
exanpl e.

| would not be here wi thout the constant support of ny
famly. Caroline, ny incredible wife of 34 years, and our
daughter Elizabeth, a cyber-policy professional, are here
with ne today. Qur son, Mark, can't be here as he is
pursui ng a bachelors in nursing and he better be in class

ri ght now.
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Caroline has held our fam |y together through
countl ess depl oynents and 20 noves and devel oped our
children into outstanding young adults. All three are not
only supportive of ne and those with whom | serve and their
famlies, but also strongly support our m ssion.

For the last 34 years, | have served al ongsi de
extraordi nary Anericans, allies, and partners across the
gl obe. During that tine, | have been fortunate to |learn
fromthe finest |eaders, nentors, nonconm ssioned officers,
and troops in the world. | would also Iike to thank and
acknow edge the nost influential nentors | have had, ny
parents, Reb, a career Air Force officer and Vi et nam
veteran, and Susan, who handl ed the challenges of mlitary
famly life wwth strength and hunor.

Al so shaping nme have been ny operational experience
and | eadership assignnments in three different conbatant
Commands, i ncluding Commanding all joint and coalition air
power in the Mddle East.

If confirmed, | will hunbly bring the benefit of these
experi ences, gained in conbat and in peace to
appropriately, energetically, and decisively |ead the wonmen
and nmen of NORAD and NORTHCOM in the defense of our great
honel and. The United States, Canada, and our allies and
partners nust address an extraordinarily conplicated and

qui ckly changi ng strategic environnent.
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Conpetitors can hold North Arerica at risk in nmultiple
domai ns and are increasing both their capability and
capacity to strike the honeland at a rate far exceeding the
pace seen just a few years ago.

Wi | e NORAD and NORTHCOM are distinct Comrands, they
share conpl enentary m ssions that are nore vital today than
ever. The success of both Commands in defending the
honmel and is only possible with strong interagency
col l aboration, as well as close alliances and partnershi ps.

If confirmed, I will remain commtted to expandi ng
those already strong relationships in order to ensure the
Command' s constant readi ness to deter aggression and defend
our Nation. | wll also commt to establishing and
mai nt ai ni ng partnerships with the National Guard Bureau,
State interagency partners to conduct NORTHCOM s vital
def ense support of civil authorities role during
catastrophi c di sasters and ot her periods of national need.

Li kewise, if confirned, I will be a strong advocate
for ongoi ng NORAD and NORTHCOM efforts to inprove domain
awar eness and gl obal integration of operations, plans, and
data. Qur conpetitors' advanced | ong range weapons systens
and delivery platfornms pose challenges fromw thin and even
wel | beyond NORAD and NORTHCOM oper ational boundari es.

Therefore, it will be inportant that | work closely

wi th ot her Conbatant Commanders to deliver an integrated,
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| ayered, and seam ess defense of our honeland. Finally, if
confirmed, | assure this commttee that | wll always
provi de ny candi d assessnent and ny best mlitary judgnent
regardi ng NORAD and NORTHCOM mi ssi ons.

Honel and defense is fundamental m ssion of the
Department of Defense, and | can think of no greater honor
t han being nomnated to | ead the Conmands responsi ble for
that vital mssion. Thank you for your support of the
United States Arned Forces and for the honor of appearing
before this commttee. | |ook forward to answering your
guesti ons.

[ The prepared statenent of General CGuillot follows:]
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Chai rman Reed:

Wi ting, please.

TP One

Thank you very nmuch, Ceneral.
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STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL STEPHEN N. VH TI NG
USSF, TO BE GENERAL AND COVVANDER, UNI TED STATES SPACE
COVIVAND

General Wi ting: Chairman Reed, Ranki ng Menber
W cker, thank you for the opportunity to appear before this
comrittee and the Anerican people today. | amhunbled to
be the president's nom nee to Command United States Space
Conmmand.

| amgrateful to the Secretary of Defense and the
Chai rman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for their confidence
and support. And | ampleased to testify beside ny U. S.
Air Force Acadeny classmate and friend, Lieutenant General
Geg Guillot.

| also want to thank the current Commander of U.S.
Space Conmmand, Ceneral Jim Dickinson, and his wife, Angie,
for their |eadership of the Command over the past three
years, and their personal friendship to Tammy and |I. | am
proud to have ny famly and sone dear friends here with ne
t oday.

First and forenost, ny wife of 34 years. Tamy has
been ny best friend and greatest strength during 19 noves.
She is an incredible wife, nom friend, entrepreneur, and
busi ness owner. W also have our daughter Allie in
attendance. She finished her nmaster's degree |ast sunmer

and is now a tech witer for a Silicon Valley software
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conpany, but living in Nashville, Tennessee. Supporting us
in spirit are our son, Chase, and his wfe, divia.

Chase is a youth mnister, also living in Nashville,
and his terrific wife, AQivia, is a first grade public
school teacher there in the Nashville schools. Chase had
previously conmtted to acconpanying the nenbers of his
youth group to support a church overseas, and he is
appropriately taking care of those kids and ensuring they
get back to the United States safely. Tammy and | are
i mrensely proud of our children and the role they have
played in our mlitary career.

Joining us virtually are ny parents, Larry and Hel en
Wiiting. M dad was also a career Air Force officer and
Vi et nam veteran, and ny nomis a retired public
school teacher from M ssissippi. M in-laws, Ken and John
Pressler, are also joining us virtually. And Tamy's dad
is also a retired Air Force officer. And Tammy's nomis
sinmply the glue who holds our famly together.

Both sets of our parents have established | egacies of
service to and | ove of our country that Tammy and | try to
live up to every day. Finally, we have five dear friends
Wi th us today, here with us today, who have adopted us
al ong the way, David and Carnen Bell, Steve Watkins, and
M ssy and Levi Bonous.

No doubt our mlitary career has been undergirded by

11
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the strength and support of our famly and friends and
t hank you for allowing ne to acknow edge them Today,

I nternati onal space conpetition has becone increasingly
conpl ex.

China and Russia are rapidly fielding counterspace
capabilities to disrupt our access to space, and China is
swftly making its own mlitary forces space enabl ed.
These strategic conpetitors' irresponsible actions and
assertive posturing have transfornmed space into a contested
domai n.

Al the while, space continues to becone nore
congested as nore and nore actors, including comrerci al
i ndustry, are |aunching an increasing nunber of satellites
to | everage the advantages space provides. The increasing
conpl exity of our strategic conpetition in space has
resulted in real threats to national space power and the
critical infrastructure which supports it.

U.S. Space Command's purpose is to protect U S
i nterest by preserving freedom of action in space and
providing critical support to the rest of the Joint Force,
our allies, all while protecting the Joint Force and allied
mlitaries from space enabl ed attack.

To say that nore plainly, it is the noral
responsibility of United States Space Command to ensure

that the Joint Force, the Nation, and our allies have
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access to the space capabilities they have becone dependent
on over the decades, and that they nust have through al
phases of conflict to be successful.

If confirmed, | will ensure U S. Space Conmmand
provi des a form dabl e deterrent against potential adversary
aggression, while collaborating with the Joint Force, our
allies, and partners. | will ensure the Command is
prepared to win in conflict through the enpl oynent of
mlitary space power and integrated trans-regional mssile
def ense capabilities.

And | wll assure the Command is postured to gain and
mai ntai n space superiority, to assure freedomof action in
space, and to protect the Joint Force and our allies from
the space capabilities of potential adversaries.

The source of strength of any mlitary formation is
our people. Qur joint space warfighters are the best in
the worl d because of their expertise, dedication, and
coll ective innovation.

Leadership of Anerica's mlitary sons and daughters is
a nost sacred trust. If confirned, it will be ny distinct
honor and solem duty to lead the 18,000 patriots of U S.
Space Conmmand. Distinguished nenbers of the conmttee,

t hank you again for the opportunity to appear before you
today, and | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General Whiting follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Ceneral. Gentlenen, | have
a series of questions that are asked of all nom nees. You
may respond appropriately together. Have you adhered to
applicable | aws and regul ati ons governing conflicts of
I nterest?

General Wiiting: Yes.

General Quillot: Yes, chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outconme of the
confirmati on process?

General @iillot: No, Chairmn.

Ceneral Wiiting: No.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversight responsibilities nakes it inportant that this
committee, its subcommttees, and other appropriate
comm ttees of Congress, receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
Branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirned, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

General Quillot: Yes, chairnan.

General Wiiting: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree, when asked before this
commttee, to give you a personal view, even if your views
differ fromthe Adm nistration?

General Quillot: Yes, sir.

14
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General Wiiting: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic communications in a tinely manner
when requested by this conmttee, it subcommttees, or
ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult
with the requestor regarding the basis for any good faith
del ay or denial in providing such records?

General GQuillot: Yes, chairman.

General Wiiting: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: WIIl you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other information,
including tinely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

General GQuillot: Yes.

General Wiiting: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefings in response to Congressional
requests?

General Quillot: Yes.

General Wiiting: Yes.

Chairman Reed: WIIl those wi tnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for the testinony or briefings?

General Quillot: Yes, chairman.

General Wiiting: Yes.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, gentlenmen. Genera
Quillot, you have tal ked about the evolving threats that
are facing the honeland. Could you give us an idea what
are those nost significant threats you see right now?

General Quillot: Yes, Chairman. The nost significant
threat that the honeland faces is no longer froma single
capability or a single nation, but it is the conpilation of
mul ti ple actors that can threaten the honel and from
mul ti pl e avenues of approach and across all domai ns.

So, the combination of all of those sinultaneously is
the biggest threat that we face now, whereas in the past it
may have been a single weapon systemor a single actor that
presented that threat.

Chai rman Reed: Do you think we are appropriately
postured to deal with these threats?

General @uillot: Yes, Chairman, | do. However, our
adversaries are growing at a very fast rate, and we need to
do -- across the whole of Governnent, all of our effort
must be to keeping pace with the rate of change of our
adversary.

Chai rman Reed: Do you have any specific changes in
m nd? |If confirnmed, what you would |i ke to do, say, your
first 180 days?

General Quillot: M. Chairman, if confirmed, | wll

| argely follow the outstandi ng course that has been set by
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General VanHerck, focusing on defending the honeland. And
in the first few days, as you nentioned, ny goal is to nmake
sure that there are no gaps in the transition of
authorities that the Commander nust take to defend the
homel and.

And | would also |ike to strengthen the network.
Everything that we do in NORAD, in NORTHCOM requires
partnership, and I would like to strengthen the networks
wi th ot her Conbatant Commanders, the services, the Nationa
Guard, the interagency, international partners, and, of
course, Congress to make sure that all those rel ationships
are set nowin steady state so we can easily enact those in
times of crisis.

And then I will conduct a 90 day assessnent of our
peopl e, our m ssion, and our resourcing to ensure that we
are set for the changi ng environnent that we see ahead.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. GCeneral Witing, what is
your assessnent of the threats to the United States and
al li ed space assets by Russia and China over the next five
years? And what nust we do to counter those threats?

General Wiiting: Thank you for that question,
Chairman. Certainly, we have seen a rapid increase,
particularly from China, as they have built counterspace
capabilities after really studying the United States and

how we | everaged space for mlitary advantage.
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And so, they have sought to build a series of
capabilities fromnondestructive to destructive to hold at
ri sk those space capabilities. W have seen Russia do that
to a |l esser degree as well.

And, M. Chairman, it is our responsibility across the
National Security space enterprise, but certainly, if
confirnmed at U S. Space Command, to nmake sure that we can
operate in the face of those threats that we now see to
continue to support the rest of the Joint Force with the
space capabilities that they have beconme dependent upon.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. W are devel oping the
t echnol ogi es, and one of the keys is continuous encrypted
comruni cation. Can you give us a sense of where do you
think we are in that process?

General Wiiting: Yes, sir. It is vital that we have
the capability to encrypt ourselves with encryption that
will last over decades as we field mlitary space systens
that last for a long tine. W want to nake sure that that
encryption does not becone conprom sed by other countries,
potentially.

And so, it is a very inportant partnership, M.

Chai rman, that we have with the National Security Agency.
And if confirned, | would ensure that we continue to work
requirements that laid into those requirenents sets, that

requi renent, so that we don't end up in a position where
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anot her country coul d conprom se our conmuni cati ons.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. General Quillot, the issue
of fentanyl of crossing the Mexican border is one that is a
serious crisis in the United States today. You are
al ready, your Conmmand is in communication and cooperation
wi th Mexican authorities, the Mexican arny and navy. How
do you believe you can | everage those mlitary forces to be
nore effective in disrupting this trade in fentanyl?

Ceneral Quillot: Chairman, the drug threat that you
mentioned is acute. It is significant and it is serious.
And NORTHCOM s role is as part of a whole of Governnent
effort, NORTHCOM provi des direct support to the lead | aw
enforcenent agency to attack these networks.

If I amconfirnmed, due to the inportance of this
m ssi on, as soon as possible, after the change of Comrand,
| will go down to the Southern border and neet with all of
not only the U S. military that are in support of the |ead
| aw enf orcenent agencies, but also with the interagency,
the intel community, and the Mexican mlitary partners that
we have.

During that time, | will nmake an effort to gain a
greater operational understanding, and then | wll draw an
assessnent on how we can optim ze our support to get after
this very serious problem

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. Thank you both, gentlenen.
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Senat or W cker, please.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. And thank
you, gentlenen. General Quillot, | was going to ask the
very question that our chairman just asked about the
fentanyl crisis. | viewit as a very serious matter, and
so pl ease understand fromthe chair and the ranking nenber,
where we rank that issue.

Let me ask you, you nentioned domain awareness in your
opening statenent. W are not where we need to be in
donmi n awar eness, are we?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, | agree. Although the
steps through the Governnent, Congress's funding, and
i ndustry, we are nmaking strides in that direction, the fact
that the adversaries we face can attack us from di stances
further away, at speeds, altitudes, with maneuverability,
and | ow cross radar cross-sections that we hadn't seen in
the past, it is a constant fight to have the donain
awareness, the ability to detect these threats, and it
takes our constant and inproving effort because after all,
we can't defeat what we can't see.

Senator Wcker: You know, it seens to ne that the
bal | oon fiasco that occurred several nonths ago is an
exanple of this. | have a question here which | want to
read word for word. Do you conmt to sharing information

wth this commttee, even when it is contrary to the

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Admi ni strati on conmuni cati ons objectives?

And | ask that question because we on this side have
asked sone specific questions in witing of the
Admi ni strati on and have not gotten all of the answers we
needed. And during a visit to Beijing in June, Secretary
of State Blinken said publicly that the Chinese balloon
matter is a chapter that should be cl osed.

If menbers of the Congress believe their questions to
be answered, you do conmt to answering those questions
regardl ess of the views of the Adm nistration, do you not?

General Quillot: Yes, Senator, | absolutely do.

Senat or Wcker: Thank you very nuch. And let ne ask
you, | was glad to hear that you and General Witing were
classnmates at the acadeny. |s that correct?

CGeneral Quillot: Yes, Senator. Although I think he
graduat ed nmuch higher in the order of nerit than I

Senator Wcker: | was going to ask about. D d you
find that his excellent high school education at Ocean
Springs H gh School in M ssissippi gave hima |l eg up over
nost of the other --7?

CGeneral CGuillot: Senator, | have no doubt that was
t he springboard.

[ Laughter. ]

Senator Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. | think you are

well on your way to confirmation. General Witing, we are
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-- you are going to be giving up sone of your nore
comrercial duties fromyour predecessor and novi ng them
over to the Departnent of Commerce as far as space
situational awareness. Tell us about that. And I
understand you think that is a good idea and that Congress
made the correct nove there.

General Wiiting: Ranking nenber, thank you for that
guestion. It is areally inportant issue. Today, the
Space Force provi des space situational awareness to the
entire -- the entire world, really. But we do that for
nonm litary purposes. But under your |eadership and the
actions of Congress, that civil portion of that
responsibility is now transferring to the Departnent of
Commer ce.

And they are very willing partners in that. And we
are working a plan with themthat over the next couple of
years, they will take on that nonmlitary responsibility,
and that will free up capacity inside of our mlitary
formations to focus on the mlitary unique responsibilities
t hat we have.

So, we really appreciate that |eadership fromthe
Congress and the work of the Departnent of Commrerce to take
t hat on.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. Now, | want to ask a question

that will require a relatively brief answer, but then |
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will ask you to supplenent it on the record. Let's war
game, in what we can do publicly, let's say that the
Communi st Party of China under Xi Jinping decides to invade
t heir nei ghbor Taiwan. There wll be a battle in space

al nost imedi ately, is that correct?

General Wiiting: Sir, | agree. W think the opening
shots of such a war coul d happen in space or cyber.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. Wuat | would like for you to
do, and | know you only got 38 seconds to speak, but if you
could sort of give us an overview briefly and then
suppl enent your answer on the record, sir.

Ceneral Whiting: Yes, sir. Because the People's
Republic of China has studied how we use space, we do
expect that they would try to inhibit our ability to use
space the way we would prefer to across the Joint Force.
And, Senator, if it is good with you, | wll take you up on
your offer and provide additional details.

Senat or Wcker: Absolutely. Because it is quite
conpl ex and requires nore than five mnutes even. Thank
you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Wcker. Senator
Shaheen, pl ease.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Congratul ations to both
of you and your famlies. Thank you for your w llingness

to continue to serve this country. Senator Wcker raised

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24

the nove of the Ofice of Space Commerce to the Departnent
of Commerce, General Whiting.

As a nenber of the Appropriations conmttee, |
remenber there was sone controversy at the tinme about that
deci sion and a question about whether that was actually
going to work.

Can you tell us howthat is working at this point? |
understand that there -- we will have a shortfall in terns
of the funding that we were planning to give to themto
continue the integration. So where are we in that process
and what do we still need to do?

Ceneral Whiting: Senator, thank you for that
guestion. | amnot aware of the specific funding
-- exactly where they are in their funding in Departnent of
Commerce, but | can say that they are an absol utely eager
and willing partner.

We have multiple engagenents from seni or | eadership
down to their tactical |evel where they have been out to
our operating |ocations where we conduct this m ssion.
They have seen how we do business, and they are partnering
with us on their plans for how they nove forward. But,
ma'am | amjust not famliar with exactly where they are
In their funding profile.

Senat or Shaheen: You -- the Space Conmand, however,

has al so created a new commercial integration office to
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Gener a

Senat o

nat e commerci al space capabilities,

| Whiting: M am that is correct.

25

i s that

r Shaheen: So how do you see that office

working with the office in the Departnent of Commerce?

Gener a

Conmmand, th

Il Wiiting: Yes, ma'am Inside U S. Space

at office, Senator, is figuring out ways that

U.S. Space Conmand can take advantage of the incredible

capability that U S. space industry brings us.

That will

obvi ously,
f ocused on
chance to p
Gover nment
si tuati onal
us.

Senat o

commer ci al

happening with our mlitary.

be focused on mlitary unique aspects of,

our mssion. Departnent of Comrerce will be

nonmlitary aspects, but |

think there will be a

artner together so that, for exanple,

isn't paying tw ce for commerci al

awar eness data that may be usefu

r Shaheen: Thank you. Well,

space is playing a greater

the U. S.

space

to both of

as you point out,

role i n what

IS

And we have seen in Russia's

war agai nst Ukraine the role of Starlink and how they are

operating t

heir operation -- mlitary operations.

Can you

tal k about how you see an attack on those comerci al

operations?

How we shoul d vi ew t hat

I s that

shoul d

we consider that an act of war if we see that happeni ng?

How -- where are we in the thinking about how we | ook at
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t he commerci al space operations in connection with what we
say about our mlitary space operations.

Ceneral Wihiting: Senator, that is a topic, obviously,
that we are focused on very, very keenly. Inside the
uni fied Command pl an, where the President gives tasks to
each of the Conmbatant Commanders, there is a task to United
St ates Space Conmand to defend commercial space
capabilities, if directed.

So, we understand that inportance and have put that
hook into that mssion. | think noving forward, as you
said, ma'am wth the Russia, Ukraine, we have only seen
the growi ng i nportance of conmercial space capability.

So, we nust continue to partner with those conpanies
so that they look to build resilience into their systens,
and then partner with them that if we do need to actively
defend them we have the communi cati on avenues open to be
able to do so.

Senat or Shaheen: And have we actually defined what an
attack on comrerci al operations woul d nean?

General Wiiting: Ma'am | think ultimately that would
be a policy question. But we certainly understand what the
actions are that would | ook Iike, you know, some kind of
attack, whether that was a jamm ng or a direct physical
attack on a satellite or a ground station.

Senat or Shaheen: So, we haven't actually, in terns of
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policy, delineated how we would respond to that kind of a
si tuati on.

CGeneral Wiiting: Senator, | think we have a range of
options, but that they are not coded, that if x happens,
then then y will follow W have to | ook at each set of
ci rcunst ances uni quely.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. General Quillot, how are
hyper soni ¢ weapons changi ng t he way NORAD t hi nks about your
j ob?

General Quillot: Senator, | think that hypersonics present
the greatest technical challenge that we face today. W
are in a three way race strategically wth our two main
conpetitors in hypersonics, both in offensive and defensive
capabilities.

W are working closely with MDA, the M ssile Defense
Agency, to devel op our own of fensive and defensive
capabilities to keep pace.

If I amconfirnmed, | wll be keenly interested in this
because as the Commander of NORAD, | woul d be responsible
for the integrated tactical warning and the attack
assessnent of any hypersonic attack on the continental
United States, and then we would be using United States
Space Conmand systens to help us get that data.

So, it is a field that we are watching very cl osely,

and we are in a tight conpetition with Russia and China.
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
Fi scher, pl ease.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. And thank
you both for being here today. | appreciate your service,
and the sacrifice and service of your famlies as well.

General @uillot, | have heard extensively from Genera
VanHer ck about a requirenment for increased donain
awar eness, whether that is air domain awareness or undersea
domai n awar eness.

And | woul d encourage you, if confirned, to nmake use
of the unfunded priorities requirenents list that is
avai l able to you so that you have that process to inform
Congress of any capability gaps that you see in this area.

You nentioned those earlier, that that was sonething
you would | ook into. So, that is a tool that is available
to you, and it is very helpful to us. Al so, General, over
the past few years, we have seen North Korea, Russia, China
dramatical ly expand their nucl ear arsenals and devel op a
w de range of mssile systens capable of directly attacking
the United States.

Unfortunately, the sanme cannot be said for our own
def ense capabilities, which are failing to keep pace with
growing threats. Do you believe that the United States

shoul d continue to posture its honel and m ssil e defense
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capabilities to stay ahead of the North Korean threat?

General Quillot: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator Fischer: Should the United States consider
adjusting its stated m ssile defense policy and all ow for
the possibility of defending against |imted mssile
attacks fromeither Russia or China?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, that policy -- that woul d,
as you stated, that would be a policy decision. But | do
think that it is something we should | ook at based on what
we are seeing in Wkraine and the way the Russians are using
-- weapons systens there, attacking civilian
I nfrastructure.

I think although the policy has worked well|l for years.
As our adversaries change their capabilities in the way
they employ, | think our mlitary should | ook at adapting,
and on a recurring basis, assess the policy.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. You nentioned earlier
about nonitoring the gaps that exist in the authorities
that you are given. R ght at this point in tim, do you
believe that there any additional authorities or

capabilities that NORTHCOM or NORAD mi ssil e defense system

need?

Ceneral @Guillot: No, Senator. | don't see any gaps.
My goal is just to nmake sure that -- due to ny new status
in the position, | don't |et any authorities or gaps that
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are presently set develop due to the transition.

Senator Fischer: General Witing, to what extent do
you believe that space based capabilities can contribute to
our mssile defense systenf

General Wiiting: Senator, thank you for that
guestion. They are absolutely vital. It is space that
allows us to instantly | ook around the gl obe, watch for
m ssil e | aunches anywhere on the gl obe, and report that in
real time to our national | eadership.

If confirmed, | would have the responsibility of
providing that mssile warning data to General Qiillot so
he coul d make an assessnent of whether North America was
under attack. So, ma'am it is absolutely vital.

Senator Fischer: China tested, in 2021, the
fractional orbital bonbardnment system Do you believe that
we shoul d explore the viability of such systens as a neans
of passing new and novel threats that this country faces?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, thank you for the question.
Qovi ously, the W) 14 fractional orbital bonb systemis
sonmet hing we are very carefully watching, and we have to be
able to track that fromlaunch all the way through to a
potential inpact. | think it is a matter of whether we
bel i eve such a systemwould fill any gaps that we have.

That is not sonething | have | ooked at, but if

confirmed, | would be happy to participate in that and
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provide ny best mlitary advi ce back.

Senator Fischer: In this setting, can you tell us the
concerns that you may have with not just the abilities that
Russia and China currently have, but the direction that
they are headed that we are aware of, and how we are
preparing to defend against that -- to counter it?

General @uillot: Yes, Senator. Certainly, |
mentioned that China in particular has rapidly increased
their counter space capabilities, but we al so see them
making their -- the rest of their mlitary forces nore
space enabled to be nore precise and nore | ethal.

So, it is inportant that we as a Nation have a range
of capabilities where we can integrate intelligence,
Command and control, offense, defense, cyber, joint fires
to make sure that we can protect our Joint Force fromthose
space enabl ed capabilities that they are devel opi ng.

Senator Fischer: And they have dual use platforns as
wel |, correct?

General Quillot: That is correct. And we assune
anything comercial is dual use fromthe PRC

Senator Fischer: ay. Thank you very nmuch. Thank
you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Senator
Kai ne, pl ease.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair. And thank you
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to our nom nees for your service. | |look forward to
supporting your nom nations.

Ceneral Guillot, | want to tread a little ground that
both the chair and ranking nmenber have with respect to
fentanyl. | don't need to ask the sanme questions, but
Senator Ernst and | offered an anendnent that was included
i n the NDAA version that is currently pending on the Senate
floor, to designate fentanyl as a National Security threat
and to encourage the DOD to be nore forward | eaning, first
within the U S. whole of Governnent effort, which has
tended to rely pretty heavily on DEA, DQJ, DHS

But we are encouraging the DOD to be nore forward
| eaning in this fight, both within the U S. Governnent, but
also in tandemwth the Mexican mlitary. And | woul d
suspect that that responsibility is going to be pretty
heavi | y on NORTHCOM shoul ders.

And so, with other commttee nmenbers, we just see the
ravages of this in all of our communities. | know you
understand that, and we will | ook forward, should you be
confirmed, to follow ng up and tal king about what we m ght
do fromthe Pentagon side to really energize and anplify
the efforts to counter fentanyl comng into the United
St at es.

General Wiiting, | want to ask you a question about

Space Conmmand and our allies. | amvery forward | eaning on
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t he AUKUS framework that was announced by President Biden.
| am the chairman of the Seapower subcommttee of Arned
Servi ces.

| think that this partnership, which | hope will be
decades long, offers real opportunity to pronote stability
in the Indo-Pacific. As you know, pillar one is a pillar
dealing with Virginia class submarines, but there is a
broad pillar to the tal ks about cooperation with Australia
and the UK, and a whole variety of technol ogies, whether it
I s space, cyber, Al, hypersonics.

Shoul d you be confirmed, talk to us a little bit about
the way you woul d see that AUKUS franmework and how you
m ght use your position at Space Command to work together
with these allies, and then just nore broadly, our allies.

It is a strategi c edge that we have over China and
Russi a, that we have such a network of allies. How should
we be thinking about joint activities in the space donain
with nations allied with the United States?

General Wiiting: Senator, thank you for that
guestion. Space is a teamsport, and it takes us and our
allies to be the best we can be. |In fact, Senator, 33
years ago, as a second lieutenant at nmy first space
assignnent, the very first noncomm ssioned officer | ever
supervi sed was a Canadi an nonconmi ssi oned of fi cer assi gned

to our unit because of those partnerships.
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W have a grouping of countries we call CSPQO the
conmbi ned space operations. And together it is us, it is
our Canadi an, British, Australian, New Zeal and, plus sone
ot her countries that are observers that were asking to cone
in. In that forum we are able to coordinate mlitary
oper ati ons.

W are able to coordinate future architectures,
policies. W have seen a real value in that as we work
together. And in fact, Senator, over the |ast couple of
years, U.S. Space Conmand has created a named operation
call ed Operation O ynpic Defender, where we operate in
space with our Canadi an, Australian, and United Kingdom
allies.

So, I will, if confirnmed, do everything | can to
maxi m ze those partnershi ps because it is an asymetric
advantage for the United States.

Senator Kaine: And tell nme what the acronym CPO
stands for again.

General Wiiting: Conbined Space QOperations.

Senator Kaine: Right. Geat. | amvery glad to hear
about that intentional effort to work together with allies.
To follow up on an earlier question that Senator Shaheen
was asking, space is an interesting domain because of the
massi ve proliferation of coomercial satellites in space

that can have a security connection to us.
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She referenced Starlink in Ukraine. Qur adversaries
may have their own assets in space, but they tend not to
have the sane anount of governnent owned assets, but then
private sector assets where they are at |east sone
col l aboration with them

Talk a little bit about how you would see the -- both
the opportunities and challenges to work in tandem w th our
comrerci al space assets to advance our space capacities.

General Wiiting: Senator, | like to say we are in the
second gol den age of space. The first gol den age was when
Neil Arnmstrong wal ked out onto the lunar surface. But the
second gol den age is really being | ed by Anerican
comrercial industry, and it gives us so many untold
advant ages.

W have to maxim ze that. And over the |ast eight
years or so out at our Vandenberg Space Force Base in
California, we have a grouping there called the Conmerci al
Integration Cell, where we brought in the ten conpanies
that we contract with the nost for capability through the
Depart ment of Defense.

And in that cell, we share intelligence at the highest
| evel . W get insights into what is happening in their
constel | ati ons, because we believe if we all have that
i nsight, we operate better together.

So that is just one exanple of the ways that, if
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confirmed, | would want to continue to drive our ability to
| everage U.S. Anerican industry because of the advantages
It brings for us.

Senator Kaine: Well, | hope to entertain you at
Wal | ops Island at sone point, follow ng your confirmation.
Thank you. | yield back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kaine. Senator
Ernst, please.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair. And thank you,
General Quillot and General Wiiting, and to your famlies
as well. Thank you very nuch for being here and supporting
t hese gentl enen.

So, General Guillot, we have talked a | ot about a
nunber of threats. W have covered China and Russia. W
have heard about North Korea's arsenal and how they are
out pacing our ballistic mssile defenses.

A lot of concern out there. And in your policy
questions, the advanced policy questions, you stated that a

second m ssile defense site on the East Coast is, "not
operationally required at this tine."

So, what advancenents in adversary capabilities would
| ead you to reevaluate this assessnent? Wat should be
-- what should we be watching for?

CGeneral @Quillot: Senator, | understand that the

assessnent was recently nade and said that it is not
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operational required at this tinme. But fromny
perspective, if I amconfirmed comng into the position,

all mlitary operations require depth and di spersal, and we
have to keep pace with the threat.

And | do not question the assessnent that was nade,
but it was a different context and a different threat at
the time of the assessnent. So, if | amconfirned, | would
support recurring assessnents that would ensure that we
keep pace with the adversari es.

Specific to your question, the nunber of threats that
t hey have that m ght defeat the total nunber that we have
I n our existing locations, or if another rogue state
devel ops the capability and can attack the honel and.

That is another reason | think that we should | ook at
the -- reassess on a periodic basis to ensure that we can
keep pace with that -- with the threat.

Senator Ernst: Well, | appreciate that answer very
much. And | -- in ny estimation, that would be the correct
answer, is we have threats that change, grow, norph over
time, and it is inportant that we continually reassess
t hat .

We have heard al so froma nunber of ny coll eagues
about the Southern border. And obviously that is a huge
concern with all of us. Senator Kaine and | are working

t oget her on an anendnent for the NDAA, and that woul d
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i nprove our ml-to-m| cooperation with the Mexican
authorities to counter fentanyl.

And we have al so seen a nunber of National Guard
troops that we have used on our Southern border, and I
would i ke to focus on that just for a second. | have

traveled a couple of tines to the Sout hern border, and

every time | amthere, | have the opportunity to neet with
troops fromdifferent states and, of course, Texas -- those
that are assisting with the civil authorities, | think we

have about 2,500 National Guard. So how does defense
support to civil authorities fit in those priorities as
Commander ?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, it is right at the top
because border security is National Security. And Nationa
Security is a key el enent of honel and defense. And so,
what you just described would be in the nunber one priority
that | think the Conmand woul d have, if | am confirned.

And strong support within the authorities given by the
Secretary of Defense to a Departnent of Honel and Security
woul d be a top priority of mne.

Senator Ernst: Very good. And how woul d we use those
reserve forces, whether it is National Guard or Reserve
units? How can we continue to support the m ssion w thout
hurting their readi ness?

Ceneral @Quillot: Senator, so nmany of the m ssions
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t hat the NORAD and NORTHCOM conduct are with National CGuard
forces, and they are all extrenely capable, extrenely
di sci plined, m ssion focused.

| don't think that the NORAD and NORTHCOM coul d do
their inportant m ssion wthout the support of the National
GQuard. Some of the actions that they conduct, for
I nstance, in the Southwest border, actually build sone
readi ness, aviation, for exanple. But there are sone where
they |l ose readiness in their wartinme m ssion.

So, if I amconfirnmed, | would establish a routine
reporting process with the depl oyed Commanders to see where
they feel they have | ost readiness in specific worldw de
depl oynment areas and see if we could give themtraining
opportunities while they are on the border to maintain
t hose.

Certainly, they need to keep readiness in their
current mssions, but their long termreadi ness would be
very inmportant, and | think we need to find ways that they
can keep their worl dw de depl oynent readi ness while they
are conducting the Sout hwest border m ssion.

Senator Ernst: Thank you. | appreciate that. And
General Wiiting, because | amout of tine, | will submt a
question for the record that deals with our cyber and our
Speci al Operations Forces, and space triad. It is of great

Interest to those that are working in Special Operations
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Command. So, appreciate your gentlenen. Thank you very
much, and congratul ati ons on your nom nati ons.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Senator
Hi rono, pl ease.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Congratul ati ons to both of you and wel cone to your
famlies. | ask the followng two initial questions to
address the fitness of any nom nee before any of the
commttees that | sit on.

So, | wll ask the two questions of both of you.
Since you becane a | egal adult, have you ever nmade unwant ed
requests for sexual favors, or commtted any verbal or
physi cal harassnment or assault of a sexual nature?

General @Quillot: No, Senator.

CGeneral Wiiting: No, Senator.

Senat or H rono: Thank you. Have you ever faced
disciplinary or entered into a settlenent relating to this
ki nd of conduct?

General Guillot: No, Senator.

General Wiiting: No, Senator.

Senator H rono: Ceneral Witing, as space becones
exponential ly busier, understandi ng where satellites are is
I ncreasingly inportant and chall enging. The 15th Space
Surveill ance Squadron in Maui does the inportant work,

whi | e si mul taneously conducting | eadi ng edge research.
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However, they are hanstrung by aging infrastructure.
And for your information, the 15 Space Surveill ance
Squadron operates several tel escopes on Hal eakal a, Maui
that track satellites and, in partnership with the
Uni versity of Hawaii, conducts research.

It is here that a nechanical issue in a backup
gener ator caused about 700 gall ons of diesel fuel to spil
after a lightning strike caused electrical grid failures on
the summ t.

And additionally, many of the buil dings and tel escope
domes are | eaking and Generally in bad shape. Ceneral
Whiting, terrestrial infrastructure underpins our space
capabilities. How does deferring nmai ntenance at pl aces
| i ke the 15 Space Surveill ance Squadron inpact SPACECOM s
m ssi on acconpl i shnent ?

General Wiiting: Senator, thank you for that
guestion. And | have had the good fortune to visit the
15th on Maui nmultiple tinmes. And as you highlight, they
are doing incredibly critical work in our nunber one
priority area, which is space domai n awar eness.

So, it is vital that we invest in that infrastructure
so that we can ensure that we can continue to provide that
m ssion support. And | appreciate the | ocal |eadership on
Maui who has worked with us as we have worked to renedi ate

the fuel spill.
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There is nore work to be done there, but we appreciate
t he advice and counsel that we have received fromthe | oca
| eaders there.

Senator Hrono: Well, Cenerally we get to the
I nfrastructure needs when a crisis has al ready occurred.
My question has to do with how we are going to upgrade and
prevent these kinds of incidences so that our people on
Maui can do their jobs?

So, | don't think we have put enough enphasis on the
need for repair -- repairing and nai ntaini ng our
I nfrastructure across the DOD, and SPACECOM is included in
t hat .

So, | would request, should you be confirmed, that
there be a review and assessnent of the infrastructure
needs for your Command.

General Wiiting: Senator, thank you. And | do conmt
to that. And there is right now effort going on to assess
all of our infrastructure across ny current Conmmand, Space
Qper ati ons Conmmand, and specifically tie it to our
readi ness standards.

That work is ongoing and will conplete here over the
next year or two. But ma'am | absolutely commt to the
revi ew you request ed.

Senator H rono: Thank you. And again, for you, if

confirnmed, you wll assune responsibilities as the gl oba
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sensor manager for mssile defense. Do you believe current
m ssil e defense policies reflect all global threats and
adequat el y enconpass rapidly changing m ssile technol ogi es?

And if confirmed, you will be responsible for mssile
war ni ng segnent sensors, and in part for the DOD s space
based Command and control systens.

Do you think that these acquisition prograns,

i ncluding the dual use radar requested in this year's
budget for Hawaii, are on track and wll neet your
requirenent s?

General Wiiting: Senator, | think those are critical
prograns that we have to watch very carefully. It is vita
that we continue to provide global mssile warning and
m ssil e defense capabilities.

If confirmed, | will provide ny best mlitary advice
after looking into those specific prograns. | think we
have the right investnents, but we have got to make sure we
execute on the program successfully now.

Senator Hrono: | have had concerns about mssile
defense for Hawaii, and as you probably know, HGRH Hawai i
was on track, but it is no |onger and so we are | ooking for
some ot her ways that we are going to nake sure that there
Is a mssile warning systemthat wll protect Hawaii .

And that also includes sone responsibility that you

have, CGeneral Quillot. So please, for both of you, | would
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very nmuch appreciate your paying attention to the mssile
def ense needs of Hawaii. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hi rono. Senator
Sul l'i van, please.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. | want to
congratul ate both of you gentlenmen and your famlies. |
appreciate it very much your conments about your famlies
I n your opening statenents.

I think it is a great rem nder to Anericans that it is
not just people wearing the uniform It is oftentines the
spouses and the kids behind themwho, in ny view, have a
harder job. So, to them thank you. GCeneral CGuillot, you
menti oned Canada, which | think m ght puzzle a | ot of
peopl e.

You have a uni que Comrand responsibility in terns of
NORAD, which has to be nom nated by the President and the
Prime Mnister. You want to just nention it very briefly.
| have actually a couple of questions about Canada.

General Guillot: Yes, Senator. NORAD is a binational
Command with the United States and Canada. Has been for 65
years and -- 65 years of defending the honel and si de by
si de.

Senator Sullivan: So, Senator Kaine nentioned the
| mportance of our allies. | couldn't agree nore. It is a

gi ant strategic advantage to our National Security.
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| do want to nention, and it is, you know, not always
polite, but | amgoing to do it here anyway. The Wall
Street Journal on July 12th had an editorial entitled,
Canada Is a Mlitary Free Rider in NATO. M. Chairman, |
would like to submt that for the record.

Chai rman Reed: W thout objection.

[ The information referred to follows:]

[ COW TTEE | NSERT]
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Senator Sullivan: And it goes on to tal k about
Otawa's feeble conmtnent to the alliance at the Vilnius
summt. They should have been put at the kids table. |
was actually at the Vilnius sunmt |ast week in NATO
Canada is not even close to its 2 percent conmtnent, and
it was common know edge that Prinme M nister Trudeau was
trying to water down the Vilnius conmtnent to 2 percent as
a floor, all of which is incredibly disappointing.

And | hope that Canadi ans are watchi ng your
confirmation hearing. GCeneral, you will be working closely
wi th Canada, if confirned.

Can you commt to this commttee that you can have
di scussions with the Canadi ans and say, hey, |ook, when you
are not supporting NATO and you are not supporting mssile
defense for North Anerica, it is actually harnful to the
alliance. Anericans get frustrated when our allies don't
pull their weight, and with regard to NATO Canada i s not
even close to pulling its weight.

Can you commit us to have those tough conversations
that are inportant with your Canadi an counterparts?

General Quillot: Yes, Senator, you can count on ne to
do that.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you. That is really
i nportant. You are both Air Force Acadeny grads, which is

great. | amsure the Air Force Acadeny is very proud. W
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are proud. Awesone. As you know, the father of the Ar
Force, Billy Mtchell, had a very fanobus quote.

He said -- it was actually in front of an Arned
Services hearing in 1935. He tal ked about one place that
actually wasn't a State yet. 1In Anerica, and he called it
the nost strategic place in the world. Woever holds this
place literally holds the world.

Okay. Now, you guys are Air Force Acadeny grads.
That is the father of the U S. Air Force. Wat place was
Billy Mtchell referring to?

General Quillot: Al aska, Senator.

Senator Sullivan: Al aska. Ceneral, are you going to
go with that?

Ceneral Waiting: | amfamliar with that --

Senator Sullivan: Do you confirmthat that was
Al aska. Good. You passed the test. Thank you. Now, in
all seriousness, two issues. | just want to talk briefly
about Al aska. We tal ked about donmai n awar eness.

General VanHerck has been great on donai n awar eness.
But when it cones to domai n awareness, whether it is
hypersoni cs or cruise mssiles or balloons, where are they
-- what is the avenue of approach if our adversaries are
going to attack New York CGty, Mam, Chicago, it doesn't
matter, where they conme in through?

General Wiiting: Senator, al nost any avenue of
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approach to the honel and cones over the Arctic.

Senator Sullivan: Right. So, when we tal k about
domai n awar eness, where do we need to beef that up in
particul ar?

Ceneral Whiting: Senator, first and forenost, it
needs to be the Arctic.

Senator Sullivan: So, America is an Arctic Nation
because of what state?

Ceneral Wiiting: Al aska, Senator

Senator Sullivan: So, when you are tal king about
beefing up in the Arctic, you are tal king about beefing up
in Al aska, correct?

CGeneral Quillot: Yes, sir. And to your previous
point, to talk to our Canadi an counterparts --

Senator Sullivan: Yes, and hopefully they will pay
for that at sone point --

General Quillot: Radars there as well.

Senator Sullivan: Yes, they are not very good at
payi ng for mssile defense either, even though we protect
t he whol e North Anerican continent.

Let me ask a final question. Wth regard to the
Arctic, we have huge strategic interests as a country in
the Arctic, natural resources, transportation routes,
strategic | ocations, nedicine, the environnment, people.

The NORTHCOM Conmanders, in ny experience, have gone
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from-- you are the advocate for the Arctic -- have gone
fromessentially disinterest when | got here eight years
ago, to increasingly strong interest. | think CGeneral
VanHer ck has done a great job. And yet the Pentagon has
been the one agency in all of Washington, D.C. that, in ny
view, has kind of not really focused.

So, the reason Anerica and our National Security, and
even the Pentagon, are now focusing on the Arctic is al nost
all fromthis conmttee, where we have put it every year in
the NDAA, including this requirenent, hey, guys, wake up,
Pent agon, wake up. W have got big strategic interests in
the Arctic.

Last year, Senator King and | got the Arctic Security
Initiative, and the Pentagon fought that. By the way,
| cebreakers, ports in Nonme. All this presence, resources
I ssues we put in, not the Pentagon. So, can | get your
commitnment to work with this commttee to be 110 percent
focus on the Arctic?

To be honest, it has been a little tiring to have to
go to the Pentagon and say, hey, guys, focus here. Well,
we are not really focused here. Then we put it into | aw
It would be better if you guys could hel p us.

And agai n, General VanHerck has been great, but can
you continue that comnmtnent to work with this commttee on

the critical issues in the Arctic, particularly as it deals
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wi th Russia and China?
CGeneral Quillot: Senator, you have nmy comm tnent.
Senator Sullivan: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.
Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan. Senator

Ki ng, pl ease.

Senator King: Well first, | want to associ ate nyself
with that series of questions about the Arctic. It was a
question of whether or not Senator Sullivan and I, who

would go first to ask the Arctic questions.

He has asked them | would also have to respectfully
point out that if ever our bel oved chairman, John MQCai n,
was here, he would point out that Billy Mtchell was |ater
court martialed, but we won't go into that.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator Sullivan: | think that was rescinded |ater --

[ Laught er. ]

Senator King: GCeneral Witing, it has been U S
policy for as |long as anybody can renenber to not
mlitarize space, but that train has left the station, has
it not? Isn't -- hasn't the -- haven't the Chinese, and to
a |l esser extent the Russians, devel oped the capacity for
of f ensi ve weapons i n space?

General Wiiting: Senator, they absolutely have.

Senator King: And therefore, we need to be in a
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position to respond because the cornerstone of our entire
defense, National Security policy, is deterrence. And if
t hey have an asymmetric advantage that we can't hold them
at risk, doesn't that underm ne our policy of deterrence?

General Wiiting: Senator, it does.

Senator King: And so, we are going to have to put
asi de the | audabl e policy because of a change of
circunstances. |Is that correct?

CGeneral Whiting: Yes, Senator. And | think the
creation of United States Space Conmand just under four
years ago, and then by the action of the Congress, the
creation of the United States Space Force just under four
years ago, recognizes that newreality.

Senator King: And | think, ny concern is that there
are areas of the Federal Governnent that haven't quite
gotten there, and | think we need to understand it not
because we want to mlitarize space, but because we have to
face the reality and the underm ning of our deterrent
capability if we don't match that.

CGeneral Quillot, since we have been tal ki ng al nost
exactly an hour in this hearing, 10 of -- 12 Americans have
di ed of drug overdoses. W are under attack, and it is in
| arge neasure in your AOR. It is not a nation state, but
t hese international organizations. Talk to ne about a

strategy for dealing with this.
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W have been hearing hearings year after year. W
don't have sufficient ISR W don't have sufficient
I nterdiction capability. Wen are we going to take this
seriously for what it is, which is an attack on the people
of this country?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, the threat you described is
acute, it is serious, and it is very significant. As -- if
| amconfirmed to be the NORTHCOM Commander, | will
I mredi at el y, upon taking change of Command, go down to the
border, neet with all of the US. forces that are in direct
support of the |lead | aw enforcenent agenci es conducting
this m ssion, and nake an assessnent on what we can do to
optim ze our presentation of force and nake suggestions to
the Secretary --

Senator King: Well, part of it is, is advocating in a
vigorous way for additional ISR for exanple.

| nmean, plus, we have had testinony before this
commttee from SOUTHCOM t hat we only able to interdict 25
percent of the drug shipnents com ng by sea that we know
about. In other words, we know they are com ng. W know
that they are carrying deadly cargo. And yet we don't have
-- there are not enough shi ps.

There are not enough capacity, Coast CGuard, Navy. It
just seens to ne everybody is pointing at everybody el se.

Pl ease, | would urge you to develop a special task force, a
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strike force, to really think about how to organi ze the
United States CGovernnent response. Because what cones
through to ne is a lack of central authority.

And you are the nearest thing to that. And | hope you
wll really get on this. Septenber 11th, we | ost over
3,000 people, turned our society upside down here. W are
| osi ng 100,000 a year, and yet nobody seens to be in
charge. WIIl you take charge?

Ceneral Guillot: Senator, | wll take charge of
assessing that fromthe DOD standpoint and forwardi ng those
recommendat i ons.

Senator King: Now, l|let ne nake -- go, change the
subject, again to get back to the Arctic. One of the
realities -- again, is |like nmy questions about space. It
IS no secret that the Russians have essentially re-
mlitarized their share of the Arctic, which really was a
much nore peaceful area prior to the last 10 years.

Don't we need sone capacity, infrastructure in the
Arctic, a port, for exanple, to be able to field the kind
of force that's necessary again, for deterrence? This is
not about offensive capability, but the best way to prevent
a war is for your adversary to know that they will suffer
unacceptable results if they attack us. Talk to ne about
infrastructure In the Arctic, for exanple, a port in None.

General Quillot: Senator, presence is the best form
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of deterrence in the Arctic. The port of Nonme is a gane
changer for operations in the Arctic. | understand that it
I s underway, and we are | ooking at 2027, 2028 for

conpl etion of that.

But just that port alone will add 4 to 8 days per
operational sortie of our ships where they don't have to go
down to Dutch Harbor to refuel. They can stay up in the
hi gh Nort h.

So that infrastructure, and then the recurring
presence of forces training and operating in the high
North, in Alaska, | think is a very strong deterrent to our
adversaries up there.

Senator King: Well, both of you are taking on
extraordinary responsibilities at an extraordinary tine.
Congratul ati ons on your appointnment. W |look forward to
your confirmation. Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King. Senator
Tuberville, please.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks
to both of you for being here today. Good to neet with you
in ny office, and congratul ati ons, and wel cone to your
famlies. General Guillot, several conversations with
General VanHerck over the |ast few years. He tal ked about
NORTHCOM s need for nore assigned troops.

And | know you are com ng from anot her Comrand, but
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have you had conversations with himabout your possible
nove to the Commander of that -- of NORTHCOW?

General @Quillot: Senator, | haven't talked with him
directly about that. But in the function of ny current
job, I amin several video tel econferences wth Genera
VanHer ck and ot her | eaders where the topic you nentioned is
di scussed.

Senator Tuberville: Yes, | would hope you woul d get
back with nme on that, once you are assigned to that, and
| et us know what we need to do to help. As you have heard
today, a |ot of questions have been about certain things
that is killing our people in this country and not
over seas.

So, thank you for that. GCeneral Witing, | am not
going to nake a | ong dissertation about this, but of
course, Space Command is very new. And we in Al abama, in
Huntsvill e were excited about Space Conmand bei ng assi gned
to Huntsville in Redstone Arsenal, after 21 different
criteria.

A lot of things were going through and with a fine
tooth comb and we were excited about that. But, you know,

unfortunately politics has got involved, and that is not

you, but, you know, for a few nonths now, | have heard
not hi ng but -- because of sone things that | aminvol ved
I n, about readiness of our mlitary. |t has been three
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years and we do not have a pernmanent honme yet for Space
Conmand.

And it is a shane that we have gotten into politics.
And of course, things nove slow up here. But even for
Washington, it is very slowfor this to have happen, to us
have a pernmanent hone for Space Comrand.

So hopefully we get that done in the near future. But
| would like to ask you a couple of questions. Howis
Space Conmand doing in regard to this workforce? | know
you have been there for a while, and what do we need to do
to i nprove because it is very newto our country and for
t he worl d.

General Wi ting: Thank you, Senator. | appreciate
you hi ghlighting our workforce, because despite the
i ncredi bl e space capabilities and satellites we bring and
our rockets, it is our people that are our nost critical
asset .

And we have to ensure as a Nation that we have
mlitary and civilian who want to join our space
enterprise, National Security space enterprise and are
willing to be a part of that. So, | think it is inportant
that we invest in those STEM activities that inspire our
young nmen and wonen to join into space.

And then | think we have a unique opportunity, given

all the great things that commercial industry and NASA are
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young nmen and wonen into our organizations.

Senat or Tuberville: How big a role does cyber play in
SPACECOM and what are we doing to nmake sure that we have
enough -- one of ny sons is in cyber and, but it is very
new, and it is very conplicated. Wat are we doing to nmake
sure we have enough people to be involved in what we do in
Space Conmand t hrough cyber?

General Wiiting: Senator, | like to say that the soft
underbelly of our space capabilities is cyber, because our
net wor ks, our space networks truly are global in nature,
but they also reach out to 22,000 ml|es above the Earth's
surface to geosynchronous orbit.

And that creates a | ot of novel cyber-attacks surface.
And so, while potential adversaries |ike Russia and China
could attack us in the space domain directly, they would
rat her attack us in the cyber domain because it is cheaper
for them and it is harder for us to attribute.

So, we nust work -- if confirnmed, | nmust work with the
services, and in particular U S. Space Force, to execute
the excellent plan they have laid in place to pivot
hundreds of Guardians into the cyber defense workforce to
def end our space capabilities fromcyber-attack.

Senator Tuberville: Have we done any studies to where

we stand with other countries, even our allies, in terns of
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cyber, the education part? You know, where do we stand?
Are we good, bad, indifferent?

Ceneral Wihiting: Senator, | believe the United States
Is at the absolute forefront of cyber capability. And if
confirmed, | would ook to work with U S. Cyber Command on
ensuring that we are leveraging all of that partnership
work they do with others to best defend U S. Space Conmand
in the cyber donain.

Senat or Tuberville: One |last question, what is our
top threat in space theater right now? Wat would be your
t hought s?

Ceneral Wihiting: Senator, our top threat is the
growi ng Chi nese counterspace capabilities, both from
reversible threats |like janmng, all the way up to the
di rect ascent ASATs and | aser capabilities we have seen
t hem testi ng.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you, and good
| uck to both of you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Kelly, please.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Senat or
Tubervill e had sone good questions for the two Generals.
Let ne point out, though, that, you know, both General
Whiting and General Cuillot said, if confirmed, a nunber of

times in your testinony.
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And the roles that you are going into are so critical
for our national defense. But the, if confirned, is

certainly in question because of Senator Tuberville's holds

on these pronotions and these positions that | imagine
woul d still be in place.
So, | think that is inportant to note here. GCeneral

Quillot, welcone. And General Witing, welcone to the
heari ng here. General Quillot, | believe you grew up in
Tucson -- or Tucson, Arizona, where Gabby and | |ive, and
we tal ked about that in nmy office a couple of weeks ago.

Li ke, you know, Senator King and many others on this
commttee, | amvery concerned about transnational crimna
organi zations and the flow of drugs across the Southern
border, fentanyl poisoning our conmunities.

Senator King asked about this, but I want to just get
down to sone resources you think you may need in your new
position here. Do you anticipate needing nore staffing,
nore authority, nore fundi ng?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, | agree on the severity of
the threat and the need for us to use any neans avail abl e
to stop that threat from com ng across our border.

If I amconfirmed, and when | go down to the Sout hwest
border, and everywhere from California all the way to
Texas, and | ook at each site, things that | wll be | ooking

for not only are what are we doi ng today, but what could we
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be doing in terns of ISR the types of forces that we are
using in supporting the | ead | aw enforcenent agency.

And then if | see anything in terns of nunbers,
aut horities, anything along those lines or types of help,
that is what | will report back to the Secretary of
Def ense.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you. And General,
al so, you know, related to I SR sort of, domain awareness,
Senat or Budd and | introduced |egislation called the SOAR
Act. We hope to nove this in the FAA reauthorization bill

This is bipartisan legislation that will ensure that
these high altitude balloons that are rel eased, you know,
rather frequently for scientific purposes and ot her
pur poses have transponders so they can be tracked and
i denti fi ed.

And it will take a little bit of the workload off of
NORTHCOM But it will also allow you to act nore quickly
to identify any activity that could be a threat, if it
doesn't have a transponder on it. Wat could you, as the
Conmmander of NORTHCOM what would you do to further inprove
domai n awar eness over the NORTHCOM area of operations?

General Quillot: Senator, the first and | think nost
| nportant step to inproving domai n awareness woul d be to
ensure that we have the types of radars in the |ocations

needed to cover all the avenues of approach that are now
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are the types that can detect the new and energing threats
that our conpetitors are building, higher speed, all
altitude, maneuvering, |ow radar cross-section types of
threats that we can build into a network.

And the next inportant step, Senator, would be to
bring all of those back to our Conmand center on a single
pane of glass that we can not only | ook at in NORTHCOM
headquarters, but share with all the other conbatant
Commands | i ke EUCOM and | NDOPACOM so it is a seanl ess
picture of the threats that we face across all conbat ant
Commands.

Senator Kelly: Al right, thank you. And just one
comment about the SPACECOM headquarters. So, you know, it
Is inperative that we get a decision on where SPACECOM i s
going to be located. | nean, this has gone on too |ong.

These deci sions inpact our nenbers, their famlies,
| ocal communities. It inpacts the m ssion and the Nati onal
Security of the United States. So, we can't -- we
shoul dn't | et indecision, bureaucracy, and politics inpact

our National Security like this.

So, especially on a mssion set that is as critical as

managi ng the space domai n that underpins our defense, and
an area where our adversaries are investing heavily in.

So, you know, ny hope is that we get a resolution on where

61
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SPACECOM i s going to be headquartered. Thank you.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Senator Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you. First one, | want to thank
both of you for being here. Congratulations on your
nom nations. Thank you for your service. And | want to
thank your famlies for what they do.

| am sure you guys have noved a |ot. Hopefully spent
alot of tinme in Florida. Communist China, Russia, North
Korea, Iran, and other terrorist groups want to harmthe
United States at any cost and in any way they can.

They all possess ballistic mssiles and will do
anything they can to harmus and our national interests
here in the honeland and in space. | know you are both
focused on deterring these threats, and if they are -- and
if they ever try to attack us here at home, to feed
what ever they throw our way, | |ook forward to heari ng
about how you are going to continue to nmake sure we stay
saf e.

As our strategic focus shifts fromthe threat of
terrorist to threats from adversarial nations |ike
Conmmuni st Chi na and Russia, NORTHCOMwi || still have to
defend the honel and from bot h.

I would characterize our reaction to the Chinese spy
bal | oon incident as pretty bad -- terrible. What have you

| earned fromthat and how we handl e the next spy ball oon
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when you are the Commander ?

General Quillot: Senator, | was not personally
famliar with all the factors that went into the first
decision. But what | can tell you that if confirned, air
sovereignty will be the cornerstone of the NORAD and
NORTHCOM mi ssi on.

And if confirmed, | wll aggressively execute all the
authorities and the are we associated with maintaining air
sovereignty of the U S. That goes to early detection.

Maki ng decisions that are within ny authority, and
t hen qui ckly passing all of the valuable informtion and
options to ny senior |leadership, if it is sonmething that is
beyond nmy authority.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Froma strategic and
resourci ng standpoint, howis the feed the honel and from
terrorists and defending fromadversary nations different?

CGeneral Quillot: Sir, Senator, they certainly
overlap. Deterring fromterrorist threats that are
originating overseas. Oher conbatant Commands, |ike the
one that | ampresently proud to work in, Central Conmand,
I n cooperation with Southern -- Special Operations Comand,
are doing a lot of work to keep the terrorists as an away
gane.

But as we start to devel op indications that they could

be working towards the U. S., then it transitions to a
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enforcenent agencies that woul d be responsible, along with
t he Departnent of Honeland Security, to building that
barrier fromthemactually entering the United States.

Senator Scott: Thank you. What additi onal
authorities or resources do you anticipate needing to
def end our honel and?

General Quillot: Senator at this time, | do not know
of any, but | pledge to the commttee that if | am
confirmed within 90 days, | will have conpleted a ful
assessnent of all the people, the m ssion and the
resourcing, to include authorities associated with NORAD
and NORTHCOM And | will meke it very clear in that
assessnent if there are any authorities that | need.

Senator Scott: Thank you. |In QOctober 2018, the
Departnent of Defense depl oyed 5,200 troops to the Southern
border in response to mgrant caravans. Currently, the
Bi den Adm ni stration has authorized a maxi mum of 2,500
troops in the Sout hwest border to support operations.

The past year -- has continued to witness a surge in
m grant encounters, has made -- there is about, you know,
1.5 mllion getaways, sonme of them possibly terrorists.
Wul d you first off, agree there is a crisis at the border?

Wul d you assess that there is a drug snuggling

energency at the Southern border? Wat role do you
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General @uillot: Senator, | think border security is
Nati onal Security, and that would be the nunber one
priority for me, if I amconfirnmed as the Commander of
NORAD and NORTHCOM As for the drugs and the efforts of
the transnational crimnal organizations, that is a problem
that is acute.

It is significant and it is extrenely serious, and it
falls into the sane responsibility that | just nentioned.

Senator Scott: Thank you. General Witing,
congratul ati ons. You have a base nanmed after you in
Florida already. You have done really well. Do you
bel i eve that del aying the Space Comrmand headquarters
deci sion has affected readi ness?

CGeneral Wiiting: Senator, that decision needs to be
made so that we can decide where that is going to go and
place it. | think until now, that headquarters has been
maturing fromwhat | have seen, but a decision is needed.

Senator Scott: So, what are the biggest challenges
SPACECOM is facing in addressing threats in space over the
next two years? And how do you plan to address then? And
have you spent any tine thinking about what happens when we
-- when they start, you know, whatever adversary starts
shooting up satellites and we get all the debris going

there -- and howit is going to inpact our conmunication?
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General Wiiting: Senator, the answer to those two
guestions are related. The nunber one thing we need to
continue to build out is our space domai n awar eness
capability. W have the best in the world and the world
| ooks to us, but we have to continue to inprove that to
mai ntain custody of the threats we now see.

And, Senator, we want to avoid a future in which we do
see that proliferation of debris because of anti-satellite
capabilities. But if that were to happen, it would be our
responsibility to quickly track that debris cloud and nake
sure we are providing warning to those individuals, units,
conpani es that own those satellites so that we can mtigate
t hat debris.

But we do not want to see that happen, which is why we
nmust deter that from happeni ng.

Senator Scott: Thank you.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Senator Scott. Senator
G I1librand.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you, Madam Chai r woman.
General @uillot, CGeneral VanHerck has stated that our
country is under attack every single day in the informtion
and cyber domain. Qur critical infrastructure providers on
which we rely to execute NORTHCOM s mission are key targets
for threat actors.

How do you envi sion coordinating with both DHS and
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CISA to protect our critical infrastructure? Can | have
your conmtnent to directly collaborate with them and ot her
sector managenent agencies in order to protect critical
i nfrastructure, ensure you can execute your m ssion, and
will you report back to this commttee if you encounter
i ssues in that effort?

Ceneral Guillot: Yes, Senator, you have ny comm t nent
not only to work in the manner that you described, but also

to report back.

Senator Gllibrand: And do you have any ideas about
what -- how you will inplenent that coordination?
Ceneral Guillot: Senator, | would like to first get

to know all the counterparts. As you nentioned, there are
several that have overlapping responsibility for protecting
defense critical infrastructure.

I would work very closely with Cyber Conmand
Commander, if | amconfirnmed, as well as Departnent of
Honmel and Security, FBI, and a nunber of others. But nore
than just neeting themand talking to them | would like to
propose with thema series of high level, tabletop
exercises that really push and pull at the seans of where
one's authorities may start and another agency's nay stop,
because there is a lot of gray area in critical
I nfrastructure.

If it is owed and operated by DOD, if it has heavy
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DOD i nfluence, and our mssion. And | think that we need
to have a strong -- exercises and di scussions that are
really going to pull those seans to ensure that they can
hol d during a crisis.

Senator Gllibrand: | would urge you to do those
tabl etop exercises. W do tabletop exercises with regard
to China, with regard to Taiwan, but the scenario of the
first three nonths of that is alnost all cyber

And so, | want to know what you are going to do every
day during that first three nonths, because it is not
kinetic activity that you are going to be managing. It is
going to be how do we nmake sure we can do the work we need
to do if things escalate. So, it is really inportant.

Ceneral Guillot: | agree.

Senator Gllibrand: | amgrateful that you are
focused on that. W have talked in the hearing about
domai n awar eness.

One of our biggest challenges in domain awareness is
t he space between commerci al airspace and space. And we
saw that with the Chinese spy balloon. So, | think having
domai n awar eness and focusi ng on how you are going to
I ncrease your domai n awareness so that our pilots can
operate safely, so that we understand if we are being spied
upon by adversaries, is essential.

And in that regard, can | have your commtnent to
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coll aborate with Dr. Sean Kirkpatrick and the all Domain
Anomaly Resolution Ofice to ensure that they have what
they need to identify and resolve reports of UAPs in U S.
ai rspace?

General @uillot: Senator, you have nmy commtnent. |

read a little about AARQO | know that General VanHerck is
consulting with him and | |look forward to the opportunity.
Senator G llibrand: And undersea domai n awareness 1S

also critical for our national defense. Recent public
reporting indicates that the Russian Navy is repainting its
ships to confuse or fool tracking systens that rely on
artificial intelligence. If confirmed, wll you help this
comm ttee understand the conpl exity of ongoing threats and
t he ways that devel opi ng technol ogy can hel p or hinder our
def ense systens?

General @uillot: Yes, Senator, you have ny
comm t ment .

Senator GIllibrand: Thank you. General Witing, the
PLA' s, "lectures on the science of space operations,"” its
aut hors descri be an overaw ng space strike that includes
both a soft strike option focused on information attacks,
EM spectrum operati ons, cyber-attacks, and hard strike
options that involve strikes agai nst vul nerabl e eneny
positions.

From your perspective, what are the m scal cul ation
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ri sks when a country's space studi es docunents include the
execution of offensive strikes as part of their deterrence
options, and how does this inpact your thinking about the
resiliency of the systens that woul d be under your Command?

General Wiiting: Senator, thank you for that
guestion. O course, when we see those kinds of witings,
we have to take themat their word that that is potentially
within their plans. And so, deterrence is built upon a
framework of, nunmber one, we nust have capabilities that
deny potential adversaries the benefits of such an attack.

Secondly, we must have capabilities that allow us to
| npose costs in response to such an attack. And then
finally, that we have to clearly conmunicate that. So, |
support the effort of the Space Force to re-architect our
current satellite constellations to be nore resilient
agai nst those attacks.

But we al so need those range of options so that we can
bring intel, cyber, offense, defense, Command and control,
joint fires together to also hold at risk those space
capabilities of potential adversaries.

Senator G Illibrand: Thank you. Last nonth, SPACECOM
announced its authority to conduct mssile defense led to
sone confusi on about NORTHCOM STRATCOM and SPACECOM s
different but related responsibilities to conduct honel and

m ssi | e def ense.
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If confirmed, will -- you will be responsible for
operating the mssile warning satellites, while Ceneral
Quillot wll be responsible for warning Anerica's | eaders
in the event of a missile threat. Can you commt to work
to ensure that SPACECOM s and NORAD s systens will be
integrated and that you will work closely together to
protect National Security?

General Wiiting: Yes, Senator, | commit to that.

General @uillot: Yes, Senator.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chai r woman.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Senator G |11 brand.
Senat or Craner.

Senator Craner: Thank you, Madam Chai r man.
Congratul ati ons to both of you, Cenerals, and your
famlies. Thank you for being here. Thank you for your
willingness to step in the gap and into these very
| nportant positions.

Since we have been talking a | ot about domain
awareness, | amgoing to just stay with the thenme, but
maybe get a little bit specific. M first question is one
that | didn't conme in here anticipating, but I think is
rel evant, and probably start wth you, General Witing.

Over the | ast several years, we have had a | ot of

di scussi on and obviously noticed that the Air Force has
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been shedding quite successfully a lot of its |egacy ISR,
ai rborne I SR m ssions and equi pnent to afford new stuff.
Makes perfect sense.

My concern has been that while they live with and pl an
for the prom se of space being able to handle I SR for the
Conmbat ant Commander s wherever they may be, whether it is
t he Sout hern border or CENTCOM you nane it, that a gap
could very well occur where there won't be adequate | SR

Presuming for a nonent that space can do that at sone
poi nt, what is your confort |evel that space can
unilaterally handle that type of ISR that today { obal
Hawks and others, the M3 9 and others are able to provide?

General Wiiting: Yes, Senator, thank you for that
gquestion. Space -- | start from space brings us untold
advant ages. For exanple, satellites as they orbit the
earth, don't go through sovereign airspace.

We can freely overfly any point of the Earth and get
those -- you know, get that intelligence that we need.
think it is a layered need for systens as we nove forward.
There will be need for ground based | SR capabilities, sea
based, air based, and space based.

But | am supportive of doing the reviews to nove as
much to space as we can, while | everaging the unique
attributes that the other domains can bring as well.

Senator Craner: Very good. Thank you. Since you
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brought up layers, | amgoing to ask about the Space

Devel opnent Agency's, you know, tracking |ayer programthat
Is going to be operated out of the G and Forks Air Force
Base.

First of all, are both of you famliar with it, and
how do you see -- | will start with you, General Cuillot,
NORTHCOM NORAD integrating SDA into your awareness?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, as you alluded to, domain
awar eness, certainly in the sensing grid, takes a variety
of sensors. | look forward to bringing those in, that
capability, as well as the space based, long term
persi stence that General Witing nentioned for space, to
conpl enent the other terrestrial systens that we are using
now or bringing online here in the near future.

Senator Craner: So, bringing up one nore | egacy
domai n awareness that | amfamliar with -- of course, we
are very pleased with the | egacy of the PARCS radar at the
Cavalier Air Force, or Space Force Station now.

I will ook forward to having you up there sonetine
after your confirnmed, which | amconfident will be soon.
But maybe each of you could share a little bit about the
I mportance of that PARCS radar over the years and decades.

And of course, it has expanded its role frommssile
defense, or mssile awareness to space obviously, just

nonitoring large stuff in space. But that is one of those
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| egacy systens that we don't know the |ifespan of.

What are the nodernization opportunities, efforts. |
woul d just be interested in both of your opinions on PARCS
and its inportance, and how we can extend it.

General @uillot: Senator, PARCS at Cavalier is an
essential part of the NORAD sensing grid that we have been
tal ki ng about, and specifically it provides the integrated
tactical warning and attack assessnent capability for the
NORAD Commander to use to decide if a threat is a threat to
North Ameri ca.

So, upgrading that radar and several just like it that
we have across the network is extrenely inportant to
conpl enent the new systens that are comng in to nmake sure
that that sensing grid can reach out and get all types of
threats, in all domains Generally.

Senator Craner: Ceneral Whiting.

General Wiiting: Senator, just building on that, |
have had the good fortune to visit Cavalier nmultiple tines
over ny career. | was just there | ast Septenber, and
General @Quillot nmentioned, it is vital to our mssile
war ni ng capabilities.

But as you alluded to, it is also vital to our space
domai n awareness capabilities. |Its unique position
pointing North allows it to see all of our polar orbiting

or all polar orbiting objects.
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And so, it is just absolutely critical for us, given
Its unique location and capabilities. And | expect we wl|
continue to need that going forward.

Senator Craner: Well, thank you to both of you. And
| amnot going to test you the way that Senator Sullivan
did, but we do think there are sone other states that could
be inportant to an Arctic mssion as well. But we are al
for Alaska, too. Thank you. Thank you, M. Chair -- Madam
Chair.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Senator Craner. Senator
Bl unent hal

Senat or Bl unent hal: Thanks, Madam Chair. Thank you
to you both for your service, and to your famlies as well.
You are both graduates of the Air Force Acadeny, both cl ass
of 1989. You nust have been an outstanding class. You
must have known each other there, correct?

General Quillot: Known each other a long tine. Yes,

Senat or Bl unenthal: You have known each ot her since
then and wor ked together, so congratulations to you both.

| want to talk a little bit about artificial
intelligence. | am/learning about the i nmense and in many
ways uncertain, unknown capabilities of Al in so nmany
different areas, whether it is nmedicine or environnental

concerns, talking about the mlitary, particularly in

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

76

space.

I wonder if each of you could share your thoughts
about how you think Al wll inpact the challenges and work
ahead for each of you.

General @uillot: Senator, froma NORAD and NORTHCOM
position, if I amconfirnmed, | |ook forward to using
artificial intelligence to nake what we do really well now,
even better, maybe even easier, and certainly faster.

| have seen in ny current Conmand under sone of the
initiatives that General Kurilla has undertaken, where we
take a situational awareness of software, but using
artificial intelligence that can help us find equi pnent,
pi eces, targets that the naked eye would take a long tine
to find, cue us in, and then with the conbi nation of a
human on top of the | oop, very quickly make an assessnent
If there is a target there.

The speed with which that inproves our ability is just
phenonenal . Applying another artificial intelligence and
machi ne | earning capability to the NORAD, NORTHCOM real m
that, if confirnmed, | would like to see is a programcalled
Pat hfi nder, which takes radar data that is consi dered
cluttered, that our radars see and throws aside so it
doesn't confuse the operator, it can -- those machine
| earning and artificial intelligence can go through there

and find valid tracks that we m ght otherw se be
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overl ooking that could be a threat to our honel and.

We have used, with NORAD and NORTHCOM s perni ssion, we
have used those algorithns in the Mddle East and run sone
of the one way attack that we have had in Iraq and Syri a,
taken our radar files, run it through that algorithm and
we have been able to see the UAVs that attacked our
positions that we couldn't see real tine.

So that is a couple of exanples of ways that | would
li ke to use artificial intelligence and nachine learning to
enhance the NORAD, NORTHCOM mi ssion, if | am confirned.

General Wiiting: Senator, simlarly, we have m ssions
that are very data rich. For exanple, our space donmain
awar eness. W get tens upon tens of thousands of data
poi nts and tracks and observations per day.

And today it takes our humans kind of slogging through
all of that to find what is nost inportant, where the
threats, how do we nmmi ntain custody.

But artificial intelligence and nmachi ne | earning can
hel p do that for us so we can stop the humans doi ng the
rote work and elevate themto the nore higher cognitive
work, to focus on those threats and what should we be doing
about them

So, it is an inportant capability for us, Senator.

Senator Blunenthal: The work that you have descri bed

Is in very sinplistic layman's terns, screening of
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information, and in effect, organizing it, nmaking use of,
as you say, reans of data.

Do you anticipate at sonme point turning decisions over
to artificial intelligence? 1In other words, there has been
di scussi on about how deci sion making by artificial
intelligence could be made autononpbus. That machi ne
| earning could be in control nore than it is now.

General Quillot: Senator, | will certainly | ook at
that in the future, but at this tine | do not see a pl ace
where we woul d take the human off the | oop of an inportant
decision. | think it is nuch better to use those tools to

hel p us with our decision nmaking and keep the human on a

| oop.

Senator Blunenthal: | agree. Ceneral.

General Wiiting: Senator, | agree with that as well,
that right now our people are still vital for our decision

maki ng and we want to make sure that any decisions we do
cont enpl at e perhaps | ooking at nmachines to make -- that
that is all done in concert with the Departnent of

Def ense's ethical Al guidelines.

Senator Blunenthal: | think that Al is going to
revolutionize a lot of what we do in civilian life.
Likewse, in mlitary work. And | do think at the sane
time, it is inportant to have controls, counterneasures,

and ethical standards that apply.
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And that is why | actually propose an independent
entity or body that woul d establish some rul es and
guardrails. It is a bipartisan effort, and | hope that the
mlitary |leaders |like yourself will be a part of it. Thank
you so nuch.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Senator Bl unenthal.
Senat or Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, Madam Chair. General
Quillot, first of all, | want to thank you for your service
to this Nation and congratul ate you on your nom nation to
be the next Commander of NORTHCOM and NORAD.

And CGeneral Whiting, | would also like to thank you
for your service to our Nation and congratul ate you on your
nom nation to be the next Conmander of SPACECOM | would
also like to say thank you to your famlies as well.

As you noted, when you have to nove, the famly noves
Wi th you, or when you are deployed and they are not with
you, that is a sacrifice which they also make, and | would
like to thank your famlies as well for their service to
our country.

General @Quillot and General Witing, as you know, |
have asked every single Conbatant Conmander this question
wth regard to the spectrum There has been an attenpt
| ately to perhaps sell or auction portions of the S-band,

the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz portion of the spectrum which is
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def ense.

But | have asked this, and so far | have had no one
di sagree with me that has been in front of this commttee.
But | amgoing to ask both of you, please, how serious is
the need for us to be able to maintain control of the 3.1
to 3.45 gigahertz portion of the spectrun? And how do you
view that in your job?

And are you aware of the different types of uses for

that portion of the spectrumin the defense of our country?

And | will begin with General Cuillot.

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, | amkeenly aware of the
| npact that losing or sharing the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz
range of the spectrumwould bring to the honel and defense
m ssi on.

For exanple, three of the key capabilities that, if
confirmed, | would rely upon for honel and defense, AWACS
the AEG S cruisers, and the new | ong range di scrim nation
radar, which is critical to defeating the North Korean
ballistic mssile threat, all operate in that range.

While | understand that there is a study ongoi ng, and
| ook forward to seeing the results of that study, and at
that tinme, | wll make ny final recomendati ons.

My initial positionis that it would have a very

signi ficant and damagi ng effect on honel and defense to
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Senat or Rounds: Thank you. General Witing.

Ceneral Waiting: Sir, | conpletely agree with Genera
Quillot that if the study conmes back and says that there
will be an inpact, we absolutely cannot have a | oss of
operational capability and we need to nmake sure that that
doesn't happen.

Senator Rounds: Are you aware -- if our adversaries
coul d choose a portion of the spectrumthat woul d inpact
our national defense, would this be one of those areas that
they would | ove to see us have a reduction in our
capabilities in ternms of their ability to find ways to
aggressively get into the North American air defense area?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, our adversaries are very
good at know ng what parts of the spectrumwe rely upon and
trying to take that away fromus, so it would not surprise
me at all.

Senat or Rounds: Ceneral Whiting.

CGeneral Wiiting: Sir, | agree with that.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. Let ne ask al so, just
with regard to cyber and the need for cyber protection,
what do you think is the greatest threat that you see with
regard to NORTHCOM and the use of cyber activity or the
aggressive cyber activities that sone of our adversaries

are using right now?
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CGeneral CGuillot: Senator, | think the threat, the
cyber threat to NORTHCOM is the nost present and persi stent
threat that we see today.

| have spoken about the totality of the threats in all
domai ns and all avenues of approach, which is certainly the
| ar gest concern that | have, if | were to take Command of
NORAD and NORTHCOM upon confirmation. However, the threat
that we see today and the nost persistent is in cyber.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. General Witing, sane
guesti on.

General Wiiting: Yes, sir. For the Space enterprise,
Senat or, the nost pressing cyber threats cone fromstate
-- you know, conpetitors like the PRC, Russia, Iran, North
Kor ea.

They woul d rather take us on in the cyber domain than
try to take us on physically in the space domain, although
certainly the PRC and Russia have proven they can do that,
because it is cheaper for them and it is harder for us to
attribute.

So, we nust build out our cyber defenses across our
space enterprise to protect that soft underbelly from
all owi ng cyber to deny that capability.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you both for your
service, and we |l ook forward to working with you in the

future. Thank you, Madam Chair.
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Senator Rounds. Senator
Schmtt.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, Madam Chair. Ceneral
Whiting, in speaking in support of DElI initiatives, Ceneral
Brown said that "there is still a lot to do because this is
a cultural shift. This isn't sonething you can get done in

just a couple of years." Do you believe that General Brown
shoul d be relieved of his Command because of those
stat enent s?

General Wiiting: Senator, no, | do not.

Senator Schmtt: General MIley, in speaking in
support of DElI initiative, said, "it is diversity to
| nprove the system inprove the mlitary, inprove our
probl em sol ving capabilities, and inprove our war fighting
readi ness in order to protect and defend the Constitution.

And that is why it is so inportant, so fundanental,
that we have this as one of our elenents as we nove forward
to continue to develop the Joint Force." Do you believe
General MIley should be relieved of his Command?

General Wiiting: Senator, no, | do not.

Senator Schmitt: Do you believe that that is a

partisan -- do you believe that is partisan political
speech?
General Wiiting: Senator, no, | do not.

Senator Schmitt: Okay. Lieutenant Col onel Lohneier
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mlitary via the industry are rooted in critical race
theory, which is rooted in Marxism He was relieved of his
Conmand for those statenents, correct?

Ceneral Whiting: Senator, that is correct.

Senator Schmitt: By you, right?

General Wiiting: Senator, there were other comments
regarding specific political parties that are in addition
to what you just quoted.

Senator Schmitt: kay, this was fromthe podcast
which was cited by you. So, | amasking, is opposition to
DEl partisan political speech?

General Wiiting: Senator, no, it is not, unless it
advocates for a specific political party or a candi date.

Senator Schmitt: Okay. Well, | would agree with
that, but Lieutenant -- so your testinony today is
Li eut enant Col onel Lohneier was relieved for sonething
ot her than these statenents on the podcast, or was that
part of your consideration?

General Wiiting: Senator, it involved a specific

guote involving a specific political party.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. In his free tine or on duty,
or what --
CGeneral Wiiting: It was on a podcast where he

associ ated hinself or he identified hinmself as an active
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duty Space Force officer and Conmander.

Senator Schmitt: Okay. On that -- so there were
ot her comments that, other than this one | read to you
about DEl --

General Wiiting: Senator, | think that podcast was
about an hour | ong.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. Well, we will follow up with
some of our questions. | guess | want to ask you, do you
support DElI initiatives in the mlitary?

General Wiiting: Senator, | support a ready, |etha
force that draws fromthe best talent all across Anerica.

Senator Schmtt: That is not ny question. | support
that, too. But that is not what DEl is. DEl is rooted in
cultural Marxism So, | am asking you, do you support DEl
initiatives in the mlitary?

Ceneral Wiiting: Senator, | support a nerit based
approach to finding the best people across --

Senator Schmtt: That is not DElI either. So, do you
support DEl initiatives in the mlitary?

General Wiiting: Senator, based on how it is defined,
| want to find the best people across -- anywhere in this
country, geographically or any denographic, who can support
t he defense of this --

Senator Schmitt: Do you believe that our brave

mlitary nmen and wonen shoul d be pitted agai nst one anot her
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based solely on their race?

General Wiiting: No, sir, | do not.

Senator Schmtt: Do you believe, or do you accept the
proposition that CGeneral Brown, in his August 2022 neno,
that we shoul d have racial quotas wth officer class?

CGeneral Wiiting: Senator, | amnot aware that Genera
Brown has said that.

Senator Schmitt: Okay, if General Brown said that we
shoul d have a reduction in the nunber of white officers
serving to 67 percent of officers down from whatever,
think it is atotal of 5,400 officers, do you support that?

Ceneral Whiting: Senator, | support that pronotion
shoul d be based on nerit.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. So, you don't support the
| dea that we woul d have racial quotas for the officer
cl ass?

CGeneral Wiiting: That is correct, Senator.

Senator Schmtt: GCkay. | do want to ask you al so,
what role do you think DEI -- what is your experience?
What -- firsthand for you, what have you in these

trai nings, what have you seen? Wat have been the

trai nings that have taken place? | am not tal king about
reaching for the best and the brightest. | want to
under st and, because we have a mlitary recruitnment problem

right.
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And so, the issue, | think, is if people view, and
this is comng fromthe Departnment of Defense and it has
been wi dely tal ked about in this commttee, if people view
that politics is being infused in our mlitary, do you
think that that would hurt recruitnment?

General Wiiting: Sir, | do. And | think the mlitary
must be rigorously apolitical and nonparti san.

Senator Schmitt: Al right. Do think infusing
abortion politics into our mlitary hurts our recruiting?

General Wiiting: Sir, we in the mlitary should not
be partisan or political.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. Do you think infusing COVID
politics into our mlitary hurts our recruiting? Maning,
do you think that people should have been fired for not
getting the vaccine?

Ceneral Wiiting: Sir, we were required to uphold a
| egal order.

Senator Schmitt: Okay. Do you think we should
actively recruit those 8,500 people who were fired for not
getting the vaccine?

General Wiiting: Sir, | would |ike to see those
I ndi vi dual s who can cone back, apply to cone back. Yes,
sir.

Senator Schmtt: You think we should recruit themto

cone back?
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General Wiiting: Yes, sir.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. And then do you believe that
the -- are you famliar with the August nmeno of 2022 from
General Brown?

CGeneral Wahiting: | amnot, sir.

Senator Schmitt: Okay, we will -- then sone follow up
questions, ask you your points of view on that.

General Wiiting: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Schmitt: Thank you.

Senat or Shaheen: Senator Millin.

Senator Mullin: Thank you. For those that are here
and thank you for the famly that has cone al ong and
supported -- supported these two Cenerals here along the
way. It is a famly affair, and | said this nmultiple tines
that, you know, no one can do their job at their best
ability if things at hone are rocky.

And so those that are honme, that is building that
solid foundation for these Generals and others that are
serving to be at their best. And |I want to thank you for
that and thank you for the tine that you have packed the
houses, noved, and still held the famly together. It is a
sacrifice for the entire famly, and fromthe deepest part
of ny heart, | want to tell you thank you so nuch for that.
| amgoing to be pretty quick here just because we are

runni ng every which way direction right now.
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So, | have just got questions for GQuillot. General,
as you know, obviously, you have spent tinme at Tinker,
whi ch we appreciate that. It is obviously sonething I am
very proud to build, to represent. | would like to ask
your best mlitary advice on issues you know fromyour tine
at Tinker Air Force Base and your long career in the air
battl e nmanagenent.

The Air Force is in the process of divesting in the E-
3 fleet and swtching to the E-7. The tineline as it
stands now has us totally divesting the E-3 by Fiscal Year
2029. And at that tine, | believe we are only going to
have five E-7 on platforns. Are we concerned about the
m ssion capabilities and the gap that m ght be taking place
at that point?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, thanks for nentioning ny
time at Tinker. | had three assignnents there and |ove the
base, the people, and the mssion. And the E-3, | have a
| ot of experience in the E-3 all over the world. G eat
capability, but it does need to be replaced by the E-7.

And | appreciate the Air Force and Congress's help in doing
t hat .

The gap that you nentioned is simlar to the ballistic
m ssil e defense gap that we have tal ked about. It has to
be managed very, very carefully.

Soif I amconfirmed as the Commander of NORAD and
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NORTHCOM that is a key system-- not necessarily the E-3,
but the airborne early warning capability, whether it is
the E-3 or the E-7, would be critical and | would be very
vocal about the requirenents and to ensure that we don't
drop in capability and create a bathtub that woul d keep us
fromdoing that job before the new system conmes on.

Senator Mullin: At the current prediction
-- prediction -- current rate to which we are going.

Sorry, | didn't have ny coffee this norning. At the
current rate that we are headed right now, we have seen
that there will be a gap.

And Senator Lankford and nyself have an anendnent in
t he NDAA that hopefully is going to be helpful to
fulfilling the mssion while we are nmaking the transition
tothe E-7. And | agree, the E-3 is -- had a wonderful
shelf life and it has perfornmed this mssion well, and we
do need to upgrade, especially for the new threats that are
facing us.

But we want to nake sure that we are not, you know,
hurti ng oursel ves for National Security purposes on the way
out the door. At the sane tine, we don't want to do
sonmething that the Air Force isn't on track with too.

You know, a lot of tines as |legislators, we have great
| deas, but it is not practical. W want to nmake sure the

anendnent we have is actually practical. And so, | would
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| ove for you to follow up.

And if you are not famliar with the anmendnent, take a
| ook at it, because it is noving now. And so, we nake sure
that we are doing what is mssion capable and what you
t hi nk woul d be best in line with you too, right.

General @uillot: Yes, Senator. | wll do that.

Senator Mullin: Wth that, | yield back. Thank you,

Senator Kelly: Senator Cotton.

Senator Cotton: GCentlenen, congratul ati ons on your
nom nati ons and thank you for your lifetime of service.

And thanks to your famlies for your service and support to
your mssions as well. GCeneral Guillot, you believe that
as part of -- part of your m ssion as NORTHCOM Conmander is
ai rspace control over the continental United States,
correct?

General Quillot: Yes, Senator.

Senator Cotton: Donestically, there are reports of
over 57 drone incursions over nuclear sites since 2015 and
at | east 510 unidentified aerial objects reports since
2004, centered around restricted and sensitive airspace,
with around half of those reported in the |ast tw years.
How do you view NORTHCOM s rol e in defense agai nst the
threat from such unmanned aerial vehicles?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, it is arole, to ny
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under st andi ng, that NORAD and NORTHCOM share with the

servi ces that have been del egated authorities around their
Installations to protect those. And then the NORAD
responsibility picks up Generally in the airspace structure
above those facilities.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. | don't want to go into depth
rehashi ng the Chinese balloon incident fromearlier this
year, but in general, if a malign actor illegally flies an
aircraft over Anerican territory with malign intent, do you
bel i eve that we should shoot it down?

General Quillot: Senator, | absolutely believe we
shoul d shoot it down if it has denonstrated hostile act or
a hostile intent.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. Are you aware that there were
nore than 10,000 violations of our airspace with drone
aircraft conducting intelligence operations |ast year? And
given the threat, we have seen that drones pose in Ukraine,
I ncreasingly in Russia, how significant are your concerns
about those violations of our airspace?

General Quillot: Senator, | amvery concerned about
any airspace violation. Certainly, the unmanned
capabilities that you are nmentioning bring a new di nensi on
that we haven't had to see in the recent years. And if |
am confirnmed, that would take a great deal of ny attention

to address that.
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Senator Cotton: Good. The vast majority of those
I ncursions were conducted by Mexican cartels in support of
drug snuggling activities. |In fact, the U S. Border Patrol
chief has said that we don't have operational control of
t he Sout hern border.

G ven how drones are now being used in WUkraine, and in
Russi a, how do you view the | oss of operational control on
our Sout hern border and the failure to establish airspace
control as a threat there to our ability to defend our
honmel and and our peopl e?

General @uillot: Senator, | know it sounds trite, but
| firmy believe that border security is National Security.
And if |I amconfirnmed, the nunber one priority |I would have
Is to defend the honel and, and certainly border security is
at the top of that. So, | would be very concerned about
any |l oss of sovereignty in the airspace or the ground of
our borders.

Senator Cotton: Good. Thank you for that. According
to DHS data, Custons and Border Protection encounter nore
than 100 Russians attenpting to illegally enter the United
States every nonth near just a single |ocation on the US-
Mexi co border. Russian mlitary intelligence has nore
of ficers deployed to Mexico than any other country in the
wor | d.

The current NORTHCOM Conmmander has descri bed Chi na and
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Russia as, "very, very aggressive and active" in NORTHCOM
We have seen what happened with Chi nese spy ball oon.

We know that China is setting up shop in Cuba, which
understand is technically not a part of your area of
responsibility, but it is pretty close. In the sane way
that North Korea and China aren't a part of your area of
responsibility, but they project threats into that area.

How do you view these actions by Russia and China
t hrough our South as a threat to our honel and?

General Quillot: Senator, | view the actions you
descri bed as a very serious threat and one that, if
confirmed, | will watch very closely. As you alluded to,
It is not just in the air that NORAD and NORTHCOM pr ot ect
t he honel and, but also through all domains, including the
gr ound.

Senator Cotton: |Indeed. It is probably the case that
Al drich Ares, for instance, was recruited by Russian
intelligence in Mexico City. And we know it is a classic
case that Russians -- Russian agents stuck an icepick into
Trotsky's head in Mexico.

So, again, that threat is genuine and real to the
United States. One final question, at least 98 terrorists
wer e caught on the Southern border |ast year, and that
doesn't include any potential got-aways that we don't know

about .
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General Kurilla said |ast year it was that it was his
Conmander's estimate that |1SIS-K coul d conduct an external
operation against the United States or Western interests
abroad in about six nonths, perhaps with little to no
war ni ng.

Two years ago, an lragi man in the United States
hatched a plot to bring |ISI'S operatives through our
Sout hern border to assassinate fornmer President Bush.

G ven your experience as the Deputy Conmander in the
M ddl e East, can you draw upon that to hel p secure our
Sout hern border fromterrorist attack and ensure it does
not becone yet a new vector for attack?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, if |I amconfirnmed, |
absolutely will draw on the experiences from Central
Command, cooperation with Special Operations Conmand, and
then new and lasting relationships with | aw enforcenent
agenci es here in the honeland to ensure that any of the
threats that CGeneral Kurilla is effectively addressing

overseas do not make it to our honel and.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. Thank you. Thank you for your

testimony. General Witing, | know you are di sappointed
you didn't get lots of hard questions fromne, but maybe
next timne.

General Wi ting: Yes, sir. Thank you.

Senator Kelly: Well, thank you, General Guiillot and
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General Wiiting, and congratul ati ons on both of your
nom nations. And great to see you and your famlies here.
Hopeful |y, we can, you know, get you through this process
and get you into these inportant positions.

You know, NORTHCOM and NORAD and United States Space
Conmand are so critical to our national defense. So, |
| ook forward to voting for your nomnation in commttee and
then eventually on the floor of the United States Senate.
Thank you, and this hearing is adjourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 10:54 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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