JOINT EXPLANATORY STATEMENT TO
ACCOMPANY THE SERVICEMEMBER
QUALITY OF LIFE IMPROVEMENT AND
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025

Overview

The following consists of the joint explanatory material
to accompany the Servicemember Quality of Life Improvement and
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025.

Section 5 of the Act specifies that this joint explanatory
statement shall have the same effect with respect to the
implementation of this legislation as i1if it were a joint
explanatory statement of a committee of conference.

In this joint explanatory statement, the provisions of
H.R. 8070, the House-passed version of the Servicemember Quality
of Life Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2025, are generally referred to as “the House bill”.
The provisions of S. 4638, the Senate Committee on Armed
Services committee-reported version of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025, are generally referred
to as “the Senate committee-reported bill”. The provisions in
the Senate floor manager’s package are generally referred to as
“a proposed amendment (amendment number 3290) to the Senate
committee-reported bill”. The final form of the agreements
reached during negotiations between the House and the Senate are
referred to as "the agreement".

Disclosure of earmarks and congressionally directed spending
items

Although not required by the Rules of the House of
Representatives, the joint explanatory statement includes a
table that lists the congressional earmarks (as defined in
paragraph (e) of clause 9 of rule XXI of the House of
Representatives) that are contained in the bill or this joint
explanatory statement at the request of a Member of the House of
Representatives. The bill or this joint explanatory statement
does not contain any congressional earmarks at the request of a
Senator. Neither the bill nor the joint explanatory statement
contains any limited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as



defined in paragraphs (f) or (g) of clause 9 of rule XXI of the
House of Representatives.

Summary of discretionary authorizations and budget authority
implication

The budget request for national defense discretionary
programs within the jurisdiction of the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives for
fiscal year 2025 was $883.7 billion. Of this amount, $849.5
billion was requested for Department of Defense programs, $33.8
billion was requested for national security programs in the
Department of Energy and the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board, and $378 million for defense-related activities.

The agreement would authorize $883.7 billion in fiscal
year 2025, including $849.9 billion for Department of Defense
programs, $33.3 billion for national security programs in the
Department of Energy and the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board, and $512.4 million for defense-related activities.

The two tables preceding the detailed program adjustments
in division D of the accompanying joint explanatory statement
summarize the discretionary authorizations in the agreement and
the equivalent budget authority levels for fiscal year 2025
defense programs.

Sec. 4 - Budgetary effects of this Act

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 4) that would state the budgetary effects of this Act for
the purpose of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-139).

The House bill contained no similar provision.
The agreement includes the Senate provision.

DIVISION A—-DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT

SUBTITLE A—AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Sec. 101 - Authorization of appropriations



The House bill contained a provision (sec. 101) that would
authorize appropriations for procurement at the levels
identified in section 4101 of division D of this Act.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 101).

The agreement includes this provision.

SUBTITLE B—ARMY PROGRAMS

Sec. 111 - Centralized Security Monitoring Program for
facilities of the Army

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 111) that would require the Secretary of the Army to
establish a centralized security monitoring program for
installations and facilities of the Department of the Army. The
provision would also require the Secretary of the Army to
provide a report to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives that outlines the plans
of the Secretary to implement the centralized security
monitoring program.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of the Army to
provide a plan to establish centralized security monitoring
facilities that includes estimated costs to establish, operate,
and maintain these facilities. Further, it would require
commencement of the program not later than fiscal year 2027.

Sec. 112 - Pilot program on the use of robotic targets to
enhance the lethality of the reserve components of the Army

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 111) that would
direct the Secretary of the Army to carry out a pilot program
under which the Secretary incorporates the use of moving robotic
target systems into live fire training provided to select
infantry units of the reserve and National Guard components of
the Army.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 113 - Plan for additional kinetic effectors for low, slow,
small unmanned aircraft integrated defeat system of the Army



The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 113) that would require the Secretary of the Army to
certify at least one additional interceptor and production
manufacturer for the U.S. Army's low, slow, small-unmanned
aircraft integrated defeat system.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of the Army to
develop and implement a plan for the procurement and fielding of
additional kinetic effectors for low, slow, small-unmanned
aircraft integrated defeat system of the Army.

Sec. 114 - Report on procurement of energetic materials from
sources outside of the United States

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 112) that would
limit the Secretary of the Army from procuring certain end items
containing energetic materials that are in production at a
Federal Government-owned production facility until the Secretary
provides a certification to the congressional defense
committees.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would strike the funding limitation and require a
report on the procurement of energetic materials from sources
outside the United States.

We note that the Department of the Army has been unable to
sustain the ammunition industrial base to any level of
certainty. Previous munitions budgeting variability led to
closures and consolidations of the ammunition industrial base
including the Base Realignment and Closure of prominent
ammunition production capabilities. Budgeting uncertainty
continues today. For example, the U.S. Army programmed to
produce 34,380 rounds of 155mm ammunition production in 2014.
Today, the U.S. Army is projecting a contractor and organic
industrial base to produce a purported 1.2 million rounds of
155mm ammunition by early next year. We note that 1.2 million
rounds is a laudable goal that greatly exceeds Army acquisition
objectives and is being principally developed to support
rearming our allies and partners.

Additionally, we note that the U.S. Army has used the
Ukrainian supplemental appropriations to expand contractor
operations by direct investment into contractor facilities. We
believe that this contractor direct investment was necessary
because of the aforementioned budgeting variability and the
inability of industry to rely on any level of sustained U.S.



Army ammunition investment. Finally, we believe that ammunition
production levels may return to previous de minimis level that
will cause the industrial base to again contract. We are
disturbed that the U.S. Army is unable to articulate the maximum
production capacity of the organic industrial base and believe
that maximum organic industrial base capacity should be obtained
before additional contractor sources are developed. We believe
that the organic industrial base needs to be prioritized to
ensure long-term capability is maintained. We support the
retention of ammunition organic industrial base so that when the
inevitable reduction of ammunition production is programmed, a
core organic industrial base can be retained for future
mobilization.

SUBTITLE C—NAVY PROGRAMS

Sec. 121 - Modifications to procurement authorities for certain
amphibious shipbuilding programs

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 132) that would
provide flexibility for procurement authorities for certain
amphibious shipbuilding programs.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 130A).

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would clarify the authorization to enter into
economic order quantity contracts provided in section 129 of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263) and allow the Navy to use advance
procurement authority across the two ship programs.

Sec. 122 - Modification of requirement to incorporate advanced
degaussing systems into Arleigh Burke class destroyers

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 127) that would delay the required implementation of an
advanced degaussing system in the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer
from fiscal year 2025 until fiscal year 2028 in order to have
this design change match the beginning of the next destroyer
multiyear contract.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

We also expect the Navy to exercise due diligence in
resolving problems that have arisen in installing an advanced
degaussing system on the San Antonio-class amphibious transport
dock.



Sec. 123 - Extension of prohibition on availability of funds for
Navy port waterborne security barriers

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 121) that would amend section 130(a) of the John S. McCain
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public
Law 115-232) by extending the prohibition on the use of funds
for waterborne security barriers through fiscal year 2025.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 124 - Modification of annual report on cost targets for
certain aircraft carriers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 131) that would
modify the annual report on cost targets for aircraft carriers
to include additional cost data fidelity and subsequent Ford-
class aircraft carriers.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 125 - Designation of official responsible for autonomous
surface and underwater dual-modality vehicles

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 135) that would
require the Secretary of the Navy to designate an official who
is responsible for autonomous surface and underwater dual-
modality vehicles.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 126 - Multiyear procurement authority for CH-53K aircraft
and T408 engines

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 133) that would
provide the Secretary of the Navy with multiyear procurement
authority for CH-53K aircraft and T408 engines.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 126) that would authorize the Secretary of the Navy to
enter into a block buy contract for CH-53K aircraft and
multiyear procurement authority for T408 engines.

The agreement includes the House provision.



Sec. 127 - Recapitalization of tactical fighter aircraft of the
Navy Reserve

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 134) that would
require the Secretary of the Navy to assign only to the Navy
Reserve all F/A-18E/F Super Hornet aircraft procured using funds
appropriated for the Navy for fiscal year 2022 or fiscal year
2023.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would require that: (1) Eight F/A-18E/F Super
Hornet aircraft from the fiscal year 2023 procurement go to U.S.
Navy Reserve; (2) The Secretary of the Navy develop a cost
estimate for establishing any of the existing U.S. Navy Reserve
fighter squadrons tactically deployable to meet geographical
combatant commander operational requirements; and (3) Remove the
mandate for establishing a tactically deployable U.S. Navy
Reserve F/A-18E/F squadron until the cost estimate is submitted
and assessed by Congress.

Sec. 128 - Limitation on the construction of the Landing Ship
Medium

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 136) that would
prohibit the obligation or expenditure of funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act for the procurement of the Medium
Landing Ship (LSM) until the Secretary of the Navy certifies
that the LSM design is not based on more than 35 percent
military specifications. It would also require the Secretary of
the Navy to submit a report to the congressional defense
committees detailing the differences in cost and construction
schedules between a ship design based on military specifications
and a design that uses commercial standards and elements.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 123) that would prohibit the Secretary of the
Navy from awarding a contract for the LSM program, including
construction of the lead ship, until basic and functional design
are certified to be complete.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would provide that: (1) This design completion
restriction would not apply to a commercial or non-developmental
design for an LSM; and (2) The Navy Service Acquisition
Executive could waive the requirements for full and open
competition for the lead ship of the LSM program if the design
of the LSM were commercial or non-developmental.



Sec. 129 - Limitation on availability of funds for
Constellation-class frigate program pending certification on
basic and functional design

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 122) that would prohibit the Secretary of the Navy from
obligating or expending any funds authorized for fiscal year
2025 for the construction of a Constellation-class frigate until
the Secretary of Defense certifies that 95 percent of functional
design drawings have been approved by the designated technical
authority. The provision would also require the Comptroller
General of the United States to assess the Secretary of
Defense's compliance with the requirements and evaluate the
completeness of functional design.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with minor
technical amendments.

Sec. 130 - Limitation on structural improvements and electrical
power upgrades for AH-17 and UH-1Y helicopters

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 137) that would
require the Navy to conduct all structural improvement and
electrical power upgrades for AH-1Z Viper and UH-1Y Venom
helicopters at the original equipment manufacturer (OEM) until
the Secretary of the Navy certifies that the plan for carrying
out the upgrades elsewhere would result in: (1) Greater
performance; (2) Improved on-board electrical capacity; (3)
Improved and expanded weapons interfaces; and (4) Improved ease
of maintenance.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment to require that the Secretary certify that an
alternate source for the upgrades provide matching or improved
performance compared to the OEM.

Sec. 131 - Annual report on surface ship suppliers

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 125) that would require the Secretary of the Navy to
submit an annual report to the congressional defense committees
analyzing suppliers of surface ship components.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.



SUBTITLE D—AIR FORCE PROGRAMS

Sec. 141 - Extension of limitations and minimum inventory
requirement relating to RQ-4 aircraft

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 137) that would extend the sunset date for section 9062 of
title 10, United States Code, regarding RQ-4 aircraft by 1 year
until the end of fiscal year 2029.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 142 - Annual report on Air Force tactical fighter aircraft
force structure

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 136) that would regquire the Secretary of the Air Force to
provide an annual report reflecting a 10-year plan for Air Force
fighter aircraft force structure, recapitalization, training,
and sustainment of the active and reserve components of the Air
Force.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 143 - Modifications to inventory requirements for certain
aircraft

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 152) that would
reduce the number of fighter aircraft that the Air Force would
be required to maintain from 1,145 aircraft to a level of 1,106
aircraft. This reduction would account for the planned
retirement of 39 primary mission aircraft inventory (PMAI) A-10
aircraft.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 138) that would authorize the Air Force to
retire a portion of the current fighter aircraft inventory. The
provision would approve the Air Force request to retire the
following aircraft: (1) 56 total aircraft inventory (TAI) A-
10s; (2) 65 TAI F-15C/Ds; and (3) 11 TAI F-16C/Ds. The provision
would not allow the Air Force to divest 26 F-15E or 32 F-22
aircraft.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would include authority to reduce 36 PMAI F-15Cs,
and 3 PMAI F-16s. Force structure for the F-15E fleet is
addressed elsewhere in the Act.



Sec. 144 - Extension of prohibition on certain reductions to
inventory of E-3 airborne warning and control system aircraft

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 131) that would require the U.S. Air Force to maintain 16
E-3 Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) aircraft until
the E-3 AWACS can be replaced by E-7 Wedgetail aircraft, or
until the retirement of the E-3 AWACS would create no lapse in
U.S. Air Force capabilities.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 145 - Extension of requirements relating to C-130 aircraft

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 153) that would
require the Air Force to maintain the C-130 total aircraft
inventory at 271 aircraft, with a sunset date of October 1,

2025. It would also extend the prohibition on reducing the C-130
inventory in the Air National Guard through fiscal year 2025.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 146 - Management of temporary relocation of B-1 bomber
aircraft and personnel

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 132) that would amend section 133 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81), as
amended by section 136 of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31), to require the
Secretary of the Air Force to actively manage the existing B-1
bomber force structure as the fleet transitions to the B-21
bomber.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 147 - Consolidation of authorities relating to Air Force
landing gear

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 157) that would
require the U.S. Air Force to consolidate supply chain
management, item management, and delegated engineering
authorities of landing gear systems for certain aircraft under
the Air Force Sustainment Center.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.
The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 148 - Recapitalization of air refueling tanker aircraft of
the reserve components of the Air Force

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 156) that would
require the Secretary of the Air Force to replace current Air
National Guard and Air Force Reserve air refueling aircraft with
an air refueling aircraft that has capabilities equivalent to or
exceeding the capabilities of the aircraft being replaced.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would: (1) Require the Secretary of the Air Force
to replace reserve component KC-135 aircraft on a one-for-one
basis; (2) Prevent the Secretary from moving KC-135 aircraft
from another reserve component unit for the purposes of
satisfying this one-for-one replacement requirement; (3) Prevent
the Secretary from reducing the air refueling tanker inventory
of the Air Reserve Components below the force structure level
identified in the fiscal year 2025 budget request; and (4) In
the event a reserve component unit is assigned a greater number
of KC-135s than are to be replaced by KC-46 aircraft, require
that any such aircraft remain within the reserve components for
redistribution.

Sec. 149 - Prohibition on reduction of KC-135 aircraft in PMAI
of the reserve components

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 151) that
would: (1) Raise the number of air refueling aircraft required
to be maintained by the Air Force from 466 to 474; and (2)
Prevent the Air Force from reducing the number of primary
mission aircraft inventory KC-135 aircraft in the Air Force
Guard and Reserve.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would exclude raising the required number of air
refueling aircraft.

Sec. 150 - Prohibition on retirement of F-15E aircraft and

requirement to conduct fighter aircraft capabilities and
requirements study
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 154) that would
prohibit the retirement of any F-15E tactical fighter aircraft,
with certain exceptions, until the Secretary of Defense submits
a fighter aircraft capability and requirements study that
estimates the number of Air Force fighter aircraft needed to
meet the requirements of geographical combatant commanders.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would include a prohibition on retirement of F-15
aircraft through fiscal year 2027.

Sec. 151 - Notification of delays in delivery of MH-139 aircraft

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 158) that would
require the Secretary of the Air Force to notify the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives
of any delay in delivery of MH-139 aircraft within 30 days of
becoming aware of such delay.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 152 - Plan and requirements for fielding air base air
defense sites at Air Force installations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1055) that
would require the Secretary of the Air Force to develop a plan
to support fielding of air base air defense sites at Air Force
installations. This section would further require the Secretary
to ensure that no fewer than four sites are fielded by September
30, 2027.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 135).

The agreement includes the House provision, amended to
require: (1) The Secretary consult with U.S. Northern Command;
and (2) That two of the four air base air defense locations be
located in the United States.

Sec. 153 - Plan for establishment and maintenance of F-16
simulators at Air National Guard training centers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 159) that would
require the Secretary of the Air Force, in coordination with the
Director of the Air National Guard, to develop and implement a
plan to fully fund the establishment and maintenance of F-16
simulators at training centers of the Air National Guard.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would remove the mandate to implement the plan
and require the Secretary and the Air National Guard to provide
a cost estimate of a plan to establish F-16 simulators at
various locations. We also expect the Secretary of the Air Force
and the Director of the Air National Guard to promptly develop
and implement a plan that determines the funding required to
permanently install required aircraft arresting gear equipment
to support operational requirements at the various basing
locations transitioning to the F-16 tactical-fighter aircraft.

Sec. 154 - Plan for sustainment and recapitalization of Air
National Guard fighter fleet

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 134) that would require the Secretary of the Air Force to
develop a plan for modernizing all 25 fighter aircraft squadrons
in the Air National Guard.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary to include: (1) The
overall impact on operational considerations and budgets on the
ability of the total force to field fighter forces; and (2) The
timetable and estimated costs of implementing such a plan.

SUBTITLE E-DEFENSE-WIDE, JOINT, AND
MULTISERVICE MATTERS

Sec. 161 - Modification to Air Force and Navy use of commercial
dual-use parts in certain aircraft and engines

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 171) that would
amend section 161 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263) to
expand coverage to include new parts in the consideration of
acquiring spares for use in commercial derivative aircraft and
engines and aircraft based on commercially designed aircraft.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.
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Sec. 162 - Measures to increase supply chain resiliency for
small unmanned aerial systems

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 223) that would
require the Department of Defense to dismantle and identify the
origin of components of a Da Jiang Innovations drone. It also
contained a provision (sec. 178) that would require the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment to conduct
a study to identify sources of secure parts for unmanned
aircraft systems.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 871) that would require the Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Sustainment, the Undersecretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering, and the Secretaries of the military departments, to
submit a strategy to develop a secure domestic and allied supply
chain of critical components for small uncrewed aerial systems.

The agreement includes the House provision (sec. 223) that
includes an amendment that would require the Department of
Defense to develop an integrated set of measures to identify
risks in the small uncrewed aerial systems (sUAS) supply chain
and increase resiliency of such sUAS supply chain from domestic
and allied sources. These measures would include a requirement
for disassembly and analysis of commercially available foreign
drone aircraft; development of supply chain framework (including
a determination of whether any foreign companies should be added
to the list pursuant to 1260H of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public
Law 116-283) as a result of this analysis); and development of a
resilient supply chain strategy for sourcing of critical
components.

Sec. 163 - Policy on qualifications of contractors for into-
plane fuel deliveries for heavy-1ift aircraft

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 172) that would
require the Director of the Defense Logistics Agency to develop
and implement a policy that establishes factors for determining
the qualifications of fixed-based operators bidding on contracts
to provide into-plane fuel deliveries for heavy-lift aircraft at
airports with sufficient weight-bearing capacity.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.
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Sec. 164 - Prohibition on operation, procurement, and
contracting related to foreign-made 1light detection and ranging
technology

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 173) that would
prohibit the Department of Defense from purchasing or operating
covered light detection and ranging technology that was
manufactured by the People’s Republic of China or another
covered foreign entity.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 883) that would prohibit the Secretary of Defense from
operating or entering into contracts for procurement of light
detection and ranging technology from covered foreign countries.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 165 - Limitation on procurement of F-35 aircraft pending
certification on improvements and correction of deficiencies

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 174) that would
permit the Secretary of Defense to accept delivery of only 48 of
58 F-35 aircraft authorized for procurement during fiscal year
2025 until the Secretary submits to the congressional defense
committees certain corrective action plans and acquisition
strategies that will improve research, development, testing,
evaluation, production and sustainment issues and deficiencies
identified across multiple areas within the F-35 program
enterprise. The provision would also require the Secretary of
Defense to provide annual updates, for 5 consecutive years
beginning on April 1, 2025, for all corrective actions and plans
implemented by the Secretary.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 133) that would amend section 226 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31) to require more information on the plans of the
Department of Defense to upgrade the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF)
propulsion and thermal management systems.

The agreement includes the House provision with minor
technical changes.

We understand that the F-35 prime contractor has committed
to investing $350.0 million of its own resources to improve
program execution and increase efficiencies with development,
testing, and fielding of new hardware and software capabilities.
This, in part, is to address shortages that the prime contractor
faces within the program’s enterprise. We encourage other major
subcontractors participating in the program to also consider
investing internal financial resources into the program to
enable more efficiencies and greater productivity to accelerate
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the development, testing, and fielding of new and more advanced
capabilities that are required to counter existing and future
threats from adversaries.

Sec. 166 - Assessments of inventory requirements for air-to-air
missiles

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 175) that would
require the Secretary of the Air Force and the Secretary of the
Navy, in coordination with the commanders of certain
geographical combatant commands, to jointly conduct an
assessment of the sufficiency of established inventory
requirements for air-to-air missiles within the Armed Forces
under the jurisdiction of each service Secretary. This section
would also require the Secretary of the Air Force to conduct a
cost-benefit and technical risk assessment of developing and
procuring an extended range AIM-120D missile to augment the
existing inventories.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 143) that would require an assessment of
inventories of air-to-air missile. It would require the
Secretaries to develop recommendations to adjust the planned mix
of missiles, including an assessment of whether extending the
range or capability of existing air-to-air missiles would better
support combined combatant command requirements at medium risk.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would add a requirement to submit an unclassified
report, which may include a classified annex, to the
congressional defense committees not later than April 1, 2025.

Sec. 167 - Plan for signals intelligence capabilities of armed
overwatch aircraft

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 142) that would require the Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Special Operations and Low Intensity Conflict and the
Commander, U.S. Special Operations Command, to submit a plan for
integrating signals intelligence capabilities on fielded armed
overwatch aircraft.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS NOT ADOPTED

Report on Black Hawk helicopter program

16



The House bill contained a provision (sec. 113) that would
direct the Secretary of the Army, not later than 30 days after
the date on which the budget of the President for fiscal year
2026 is submitted to Congress pursuant to section 1105 of title
31, United States Code, to submit to the congressional defense
committees a report on Modernization of the Black Hawk
helicopter program of the Army.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct that, not later than 30 days after the date on
which the budget of the President for fiscal year 2026 is
submitted to Congress pursuant to section 1105 of title 31,
United States Code, the Secretary of the Army shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a report on Modernization
of the Black Hawk helicopter program of the Army. The report
shall include:

(1) Identification of the program elements and level
of funding requested for the Black Hawk Modernization program
for the period of fiscal years 2026 through 2030 set forth
separately by fiscal year and appropriations account;

(2) Requirements for the program that are sufficient
to ensure the Black Hawk helicopters of the Army are
systematically modernized to address obsolescence, improve
performance, and provide capabilities that ensure relevance in
the joint all domain operational environment; and

(3) A program acquisition strategy for Black Hawk
Modernization.

Plan for providing certain aircraft to the Army National Guard

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 114) that would
require the Secretary of the Army to submit a plan for providing
certain aircraft to the Army National Guard.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of the Army to submit a plan, not
later than March 31, 2025, to congressional defense committees
for providing the following aircraft to relevant aviation units
of the Army National Guard in a manner that is consistent with
provision of the same air frames with Active-Duty aviation units
and operational requirements. The aircraft described in this
subsection are the following:

(1) AH-64E aircraft;
(2) MQO-1C M25 aircraft;
(3) CH-47 aircraft;
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(4) UH-60M aircraft; and
(5) Future Long-Range Assault Aircraft.

Development of requirement for shipping container production
facility at domestic Army installation

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 115) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to develop a requirement for
the establishment of a shipping container production facility
within the United States at an Army installation found to meet
feasibility and readiness goals.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note the importance of having a secure source of supply
for shipping containers in order to meet the deployment and
sustainment requirements of the Department of Defense.

Therefore, we direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, to provide a
briefing to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives on the feasibility and advisability
of developing a requirement for the establishment of a shipping
container production facility within the United States.

Sense of Congress on aircraft carrier procurement

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 138) that would
recommend that the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the
Navy optimize aircraft carrier acquisition strategies to balance
operational, taxpayer, and industrial interests, revise the
Ford-class strategy to align with key analyses and national
security goals, and ensure CVN-82 procurement by fiscal year
2028.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 130).

The agreement does not include either provision.

We agree that the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of the Navy should follow direction in the House and Senate
bills.

Limitation on use of funds pending submission of report on plan
for long-term Air Force fighter force structure

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 155) that would
prohibit the obligation or expenditure of more than 75 percent
of travel funds of the Secretary of the Air Force during fiscal
year 2025 until the Secretary submits to the congressional
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defense committees the delinquent report required by section
148 (c) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024 (Public Law 118-31).

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We are aware that the Air Force had completed the report
required by section 148 (c) earlier this year, but chose not to
release the report in sufficient time to inform the
congressional budget process. In order to ensure Congress can
conduct thorough oversight of the Department of Defense, the Air
Force must be more transparent with the congressional defense
committees and must meet reporting deadlines as directed by
existing law.

Funding for C-130 modular airborne firefighting system

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 160) that would
provide an additional $20.0 million for the Modular Airborne
Firefighting System, offset by a similar reduction from the VC-
25B system development and demonstration program.

The Senate bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

The specific authorization of appropriations amounts can
be found in the funding tables.

Requirement for minimum number of air logistics complexes

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 161) that would
require the Secretary of the Air Force to continuously operate
not less than three air logistics complexes.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the three public Air Force logistics centers
play a critical role in support of our national defense by
ensuring the readiness and sustainability of the Air Force. The
three public logistics centers provide comprehensive
maintenance, repair, and overhaul services for a wide range of
aircraft, munitions, and weapon systems, ensuring that these
assets remain operational and effective. The strategic location
and specialized expertise of each of the three public logistics
centers enable the Air Force to respond to emerging threats,
strengthen our national defense, and ensure that the Air Force
maintains air superiority in an evolving global environment.
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Modification to multiyear procurement authority for certain
critical minerals

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 176) that would
modify the multiyear procurement authority for certain critical
minerals.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note the existing authority of section 152 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31) that provides the Department of Defense with the
authority for multiyear procurement of domestically processed
critical minerals. We continue to work with the Department of
Defense on the utility and feasibility of rare earth recycling
and note that the House report accompanying this Act included a
briefing requirement on the export of end-of-1life equipment
containing rare earth elements outside the United States.

Sense of Congress on domestic procurement of defense articles
for AUKUS partnership

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 177) that would
express the sense of Congress regarding domestic procurement of
defense articles for the Australia-United Kingdom-United States
partnership.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Australia-United Kingdom-United States
partnership, known as AUKUS, is critical for establishing a
strong and integrated web of defense cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific region. We recognize that researching, producing, and
procuring defense articles for the AUKUS partnership from within
the United States has the potential to enhance domestic defense
production capabilities and make for stronger and more resilient
allied supply chains. We encourage the Secretary of Defense to
continue to promote and encourage domestic manufacturing, supply
chains, and research for defense articles that are intended for
use by members of the AUKUS partnership, and promote
opportunities to integrate partner and domestic capabilities to
the extent practicable.

Strategy for Army active protection systems

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 112) that would direct the Secretary of the Army to submit
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a strategy to the congressional defense committees, not later
than September 30, 2025, for the testing, procurement,
integration, and fielding of active protection systems on Army
ground combat vehicles.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We direct the Secretary of the Army, not later than
September 30, 2025, to submit to the congressional defense
committees a report on the testing, procurement, integration,
and fielding of vehicle protection systems on Army ground combat
vehicles.

The report shall include:

(1) The status of all vehicle protection systems
previously considered, tested, integrated, or procured by the
Army;

(2) The status of any Army projects to develop its
own vehicle protection system, including an explanation for the
Army’s decision to compete with commercial alternatives;

(3) The Army’s plan to solicit bids for its modular
vehicle base kit;

(4) A plan to conduct operational testing of all
vehicle protection systems, including any system being developed
by the Army, which shall assess:

(a) a shot by each system under the same
conditions;
multishot capability;
collateral damage;
damage to witness plates or vehicles;
ability to defeat threats of concern to

® Q QO

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
the Army, including:
(i) full top attack threats;
(ii) kinetic energy rounds;
(iii) unmanned aerial systems, by
class; and
(iv) fuzed missiles;
(f) ability to upgrade each system to address
future threats;
(g) weight and power draw of each system; and
(h) such other matters as the Secretary
determines relevant.

(5) A strategy for the Army to integrate, test, and
achieve a program of record for active vehicle protection
systems on current and future combat vehicle fleets. In
developing the strategy, the Secretary of the Army shall
consider the following objectives and factors:
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(a) the risks incurred by the Army in its
current active vehicle protection system posture of limited
integration onto ground vehicle fleets;

(b) lessons learned from active wvehicle
protection systems in ongoing armed conflicts;

(c) the capabilities of active vehicle
protection systems from foreign or domestic entities;

(d) the acquisition and lifecycle costs of
each active vehicle protection system identified in section (1)
of the report; and

(e) the Army’s plan for modularity, including
the ability to use the same active vehicle protection system
across multiple platforms.

Authority for the procurement, leasing, or chartering of a
medium-sized landing ship

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 124) that would authorize the Secretary of the Navy to
enter into a contract or other agreement for the procurement,
leasing, or chartering of a commercial or non-developmental ship
that meets core U.S. Marine Corps requirements for operational
sealift and landing troops, equipment, and supplies to a beach.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

TITLE II-RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND
EVALUATION

BUDGET ITEMS

Stryker Family of Vehicles

We recognize that the Army’s eight Stryker Brigade Combat
Teams (SBCT) continue to demonstrate their indispensable value
in helping the service meet its global commitments. Current Army
platform modernization efforts invest in fielding cutting-edge
capabilities for combat vehicles in the Infantry and Armored
Brigade Combat Teams but do not support platform modernization
for SBCTs. We are interested in understanding the Army’s long-
term investment and modernization strategy as it relates to
future SBCT force structure; Stryker vehicle upgrades;
elimination of flat bottom hull variants and formations; and
other capabilities that Stryker vehicles could host, such as
Electromagnetic Warfare (EW), Short Range Air Defense (SHORAD) /
Counter-Unmanned Aerial Systems (C-UAS), and mission command
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systems across the Army. Therefore, we direct the Secretary of
the Army to provide a report on the Army’s long-term Stryker
investment plan to the congressional defense committees not
later than March 31, 2025.

SUBTITLE A—AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Sec. 201 - Authorization of appropriations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 201) that would
authorize appropriations for research, development, test, and
evaluation at the levels identified in section 4201 of division
D of this Act.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 201).

The agreement includes this provision.

SUBTITLE B—PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS,
RESTRICTIONS, AND LIMITATIONS

Sec. 211 - Modification of certain requirements relating to the
Joint Energetics Transition Office

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 211) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to establish a budget line for
the Joint Energetics Transition Office and establish a course of
instruction for the development of energetic materials and
ensuring the safety of explosives.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would clarify the budget and funding requirements
of the Joint Energetics Transition Office.

Sec. 212 - Modification to annual report on unfunded priorities
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 212) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to coordinate with the
Secretaries of the military departments on military construction
projects to be submitted as unfunded priorities.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.
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The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would clarify projects must reach at least 35
percent design complete to be viable.

Sec. 213 - Modification to defense laboratory education
partnerships

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 213) that would
amend section 2194 (b) of title 10, United States Code, to permit
defense laboratories to provide direct financial assistance for
educational partnership agreements.

The Senate committee-reported contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 214 - Extension of Global Research Watch Program

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 212) that would amend section 4066 of title 10, United
States Code, to extend the Global Research Watch program from
2025 to 2035.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 215 - Expansion of authority for technology protection
features activities

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 216) that would amend section 4067 of title 10, United
States Code, to expand the authority of the Department of
Defense to conduct exportability planning activities to
strengthen ally and partner military capability, and improve
coalition interoperability.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 216 - Modification to personnel management authority to
attract experts in science, engineering, and certain other
disciplines

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 215) that would
improve the ability of the Defense Innovation Unit, Strategic
Capabilities Office, Office of Strategic Capital, and the Space
Development Agency to attract and more rapidly hire new types of
staff.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.

We note that the Department of Defense has several direct
hire and other personnel management authorities which support
the tailored needs of the Department in attracting and retaining
personnel in specialized and highly skilled areas. We also
understand the challenges of managing those authorities, and
coordinating with the Office of Personnel Management to utilize
the full range of existing authorities when possible.

Therefore, we direct the Under Secretary of Defense for
Personnel and Readiness to provide a briefing to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, not later than March 1, 2025, on the processes
and challenges in managing these direct hiring authorities and
coordinating with the Office of Personnel Management.

Sec. 217 - Codification of the Laboratory Quality Enhancement
Program

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 217) that would amend subchapter III of chapter 303 of
title 10, United States Code, to make permanent the authority
for the Laboratory Quality Enhancement Program that was
established in section 211 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328).

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 218 - Modification to consortium on use of additive
manufacturing for defense capability development

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 216) that would
amend section 223 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) and require the additive
manufacturing consortium to develop systems to support certain
capabilities.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would clarify that the Department of Defense
should utilize the consortium on additive manufacturing to
develop a process for the certification of new advanced
manufacturing materials and processes for flight critical parts.
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Sec. 219 - Modification to continuous capability development and
delivery program for F-35 aircraft

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 217) that would
amend section 225(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) to require the
Secretary of Defense to procure at least nine new developmental
testing aircraft from any production lot of aircraft beginning
with Lot 18 or later.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 5141).

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 220 - Modifications to test program for engineering plant
of DDG(X) destroyer vessels

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 214) that would amend section 221 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81) by
requiring the full-scale testing of a minimum of two electric
propulsion motor technologies.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision, amended to
include a requirement that the systems tested must demonstrated
a minimum of 40 megawatts of reserve power.

We also direct the Secretary of the Navy to produce a
comprehensive report identifying the sustainment and life cycle
cost of the two electric propulsion motor technologies tested
and submit said report to the congressional defense committees
by March 1, 2025.

Sec. 221 - Improvements relating to defining, identifying, and
planning the artificial intelligence workforce of the Department
of Defense

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 231) that would require the Secretary of Defense, not
later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
to fully define and identify the Department of Defense
artificial intelligence workforce, in coordination with the
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, the
Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer, and the Chief
Information Officer.

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 248) that would
require a report on artificial intelligence workforce of the
Department of Defense not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act.
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The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 222 - Modification to artificial intelligence education
Strategy

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 247) that would
amend section 256 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92) by adding an additional
requirement to the artificial intelligence education program
concerning education of the force on artificial intelligence
(AT) .

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would require the Chief Digital and Artificial
intelligence Officer of the Department of Defense to develop
distance education courses on AI available to the force within
180 days of enactment of this Act.

Sec. 223 - Modification of CVN-73 to support fielding of MQO-25
unmanned aerial vehicle

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 218) that would
modify the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232) for the modification of
CVN-73 to support fielding of the MQ-25.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 224 - Modification to innovators information repository 1in
the Department of Defense

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 228) that would
modify section 220 of the John S. McCain National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232) by
requiring the head of the Defense Technical Information Center
to update the innovators information repository with some new
data elements.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.
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Sec. 225 - Duties of Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence
Officer Governing Council relating to artificial intelligence
models and advanced artificial intelligence technologies

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 242) that would expand the duties of the Chief Digital and
Artificial Intelligence Officer Governing Council.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 226 - Ensuring compliance with Department of Defense policy
when awarding research grants

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 211) that would amend section 1286 of the John S. McCain
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public
Law 115-232) to require Department of Defense (DOD) components
to conduct periodic examinations of research awards made to
institutions of higher education in order to ensure compliance
with current DOD research security policy.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 227 - Extension and modification of Directed Energy Working
Group

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 246) that would amend section 219(d) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-
328) to extend the Directed Energy Working Group by 5 years.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment that would add additional program cost
details to the reoccurring briefing requirement.

Sec. 228 - National Defense Economic Competition Research
Council

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 239) that would require the Secretary of Defense to
establish and charter a council to identify, evaluate, and
coordinate research efforts relating to economic competition
activities that undermine the defense strategy of the United
States and its partners and allies, and require that the council
regularly solicit input from the Joint Staff and combatant
commands on needs, problem statements, or other topics relating
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to research on economic competition activities to support their
respective areas of responsibility.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 229 - Agility Prime Transition Working Group

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 219) that would
establish a working group to assist in the transition of hybrid
and electric vertical take-off and landing technologies
developed under the Air Force’s Agility Prime program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 230 - Authority for temporary assignment of employees of
the Office of Strategic Capital to certain private-sector
organizations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 221) that would
allow the Secretary of Defense, acting through the Director of
Office of Strategic Capital, to carry out a program under which
Director arranges for the temporary assignment of an employee of
the Office to a qualifying private-sector organization.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 231 - Quantum Benchmarking Initiative

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 243) that would require the Director of the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency to establish a Quantum Scaling
Initiative to rapidly expand and support the development of
fault-tolerant utility-scale quantum computing capability
available to the Department of Defense.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 232 - Expansion of participation in the Digital On-Demand
Program
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 230) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to take steps necessary to
expand participation in the Digital On-Demand program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 233 - Management and utilization of digital data to enhance
maintenance activities

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 245) that would require the Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment, in consultation with the
Secretaries of the military departments and the Chief Digital
and Artificial Intelligence Officer of the Department of
Defense, to develop and implement policies to manage and utilize
data derived from digital data systems for aircraft, ships, and
ground vehicles in support of maintenance activity.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 234 - Electromagnetic spectrum demonstration program

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 235) that would require the Chief Information Officer of
the Department of Defense to test wideband adaptive signal
processing for simultaneous transmission and reception of
signals on the same electromagnetic spectrum frequency band.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

We believe that Department of Defense access to the
electromagnetic spectrum remains vital to national security and
homeland defense; and that such interests should frame
considerations regarding increasing demand for civilian access
to electromagnetic spectrum bands reserved for national
security.

We believe that wideband adaptive signal processing shows
promise as part of a broader suite of dynamic spectrum sharing
(DSS) technologies. We note that the National Spectrum Strategy
(NSS) Implementation Plan promotes demonstration of advanced DSS
technologies and techniques. We also note strong congressional
support for such a demonstration: most recently in the House
report accompanying H.R. 2760 (H. Rept. 118-125) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024. We believe that
the rapid and thorough conduct of such a demonstration is
essential, not just to show the feasibility of additional
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spectrum access for civilian spectrum users without compromising
Department of Defense and intelligence community missions and
capabilities, but also to demonstrate the Department of
Defense's good-faith and collaboration with industry, academia,
and other Federal departments and agencies.

We emphasize the Department of Defense memorandum titled
"Dynamic Spectrum Sharing Demonstration," dated September 18,
2024, and support the rapid pace of directed activities. We are
aware that the conduct of DSS demonstration requires sustained
effort across fiscal years and Department of Defense
organizations. Therefore, we direct the Secretary of Defense,
not later than March 1, 2025, to provide a briefing to the Armed
Services Committees of the House of Representatives and the
Senate on the plan required in the memorandum for developmental
prototyping, experimentation, and testing activities related to
a DSS demonstration, including anticipated funding requirements
for fiscal year 2025 and the future years defense program.

Sec. 235 - Competitive demonstration of automated target
recognition algorithms

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 213) that would require the Chief Digital and Artificial
Intelligence Officer (CDAO) of the Department of Defense to
incorporate into a global information dominance experiment a
competitive demonstration of at least two different automated
target recognition (ATR) algorithms to determine the most
suitable source of development.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment that would require the development of a
venue and processes, including a specified set of baseline
scenarios, for comparative testing of automated target
recognition algorithms to determine mission performance.

We direct the Deputy Secretary of Defense to provide a
briefing to the congressional defense committees, not later than
February 1, 2025, on the share of resources contributed by
relevant offices, including DIU, CDAO, and the military
services, to implementation of this section.

Furthermore, we direct the CDAO to provide a report to the
congressional defense committees, not later than December 20,
2025, on the development of ATR algorithms across the Department
of Defense, including a review of implementation of this section
and a status report on the development of approved information
technology infrastructure to allow the sharing, training, and
use of models.
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Sec. 236 - Pilot program on development of near-term use cases
and demonstration of artificial intelligence toward
biotechnology applications for national security

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 241) that would
require the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering, in coordination with the Chief Digital and
Artificial Intelligence Officer, to develop a plan for the
establishment of a secure computing and data storage environment
to facilitate the testing of artificial intelligence (AI) models
trained on biological data and the development and testing of
products generated by such models.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 236) that would require the Secretary of Defense
to establish a pilot program focused on the development of near-
term use cases and demonstrations of AI toward biotechnology
applications for national security.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 237 - Pilot program on use of artificial intelligence for
certain workflow and operations tasks

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 241) that would require the Secretary of Defense, in
consultation with the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Sustainment, the Secretary of the Army, Secretary of the
Navy, and Secretary of the Air Force, not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, to carry out a
pilot program to assess the feasibility and advisability of
using artificial intelligence-enabled software to optimize the
workflow operations for (1) depots, shipyards, or other
manufacturing facilities; and (2) contract administration for
the Department, including the adjudication and review of
contracts managed by the Defense Contract Management Agency.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 238 - Limitation on availability of funds for fundamental
research collaboration with certalin academic institutions

The House bill contained provisions (sec. 225, 226, and
1316) that would prohibit institutions of higher education that
conduct research funded by the Department of Defense (DOD) from
entering into agreements with covered nations or foreign
entities of concern; prohibit funds from being appropriated to
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any institution of higher education which conducts fundamental
research with countries of concern; and require the Secretary of
Defense to provide a report on the feasibility and effects of
implementing a prohibition on DOD funds for any individual or
institution located in a country of concern.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 218).

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

SUBTITLE C—PLANS, REPORTS, AND OTHER
MATTERS

Sec. 241 - Incorporating human readiness levels into research,
development, test, and evaluation activities

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 244) that would require the Secretary of Defense to
initiate a review of the American National Standards Institute
(ANSI) and Human Factors and Ergonomics Society (HFES) Standard
400-2021 to determine whether any materials from this standard
can and should be incorporated or referenced in Department of
Defense (DOD) procedures and guidance material in order to
enhance safety in relation to human factors. The provision would
also require the Secretary to conduct preliminary mapping of the
current human readiness levels of DOD, based on the ANSI and
HFES Standard 400-2021, and how these levels align with the
current technology readiness levels of major development and
acquisition programs, as defined in section 4201 of title 10,
United States Code.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 242 - Biotechnology roadmap

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 243) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to develop a biotechnology
roadmap to guide efforts of the Department of Defense relating
to biotechnology.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 237).

The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.
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Sec. 243 - Plan to advance interests of Department of Defense 1in
matters relating to electromagnetic spectrum in international
fora

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 232) that would require the Secretary of Defense to
develop and implement a 5-year plan for advancing Department of
Defense interests in matters relating to the electromagnetic
spectrum in international engagements or fora.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 244 - Strategic plan for quantum information science
technologies within the Department of Defense

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 220) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to develop a strategic plan to
guide the development and maturation of quantum information
sciences (QIS) technologies within the Department of Defense and
military services and require the Secretary to establish a
center of excellence for quantum computing at an existing
military service laboratory.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.

We are aware of QIS research and development underway
across the military service research laboratories and believe
this work will be critical to maintaining United States
leadership in this emerging technology area. For example,
ongoing QIS work taking place at Air Force Research Laboratory
(AFRL) Rome is making strides in advancing the technology
readiness level of QIS technologies and developing the requisite
technical workforce needed for the United States to lead in QIS.
We encourage AFRL and the other service research laboratories to
continue these efforts.

Sec. 245 - Defense Science Board study on long-term operations
and availability of Kwajalein Atoll as a Major Range and Test
Facility Base

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 240) that would require the Defense Science Board to
assess the feasibility and advisability of designating the
Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site and United
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States Army Garrison Kwajalein Atoll as facilities and resources
comprising the Major Range and Test Facility Base.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with technical
and conforming amendments.

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS NOT ADOPTED

Funding for National Defense Education Program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 202) that would
increase, by $5.0 million, the funding for the National Defense
Education Program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Authorization of specific funding amounts can be found in
the funding tables.

Use of partnership intermediaries to promote defense research
and education

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 214) that would
clarify the authorities for defense laboratories to enter into
partnership intermediary agreements.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Pilot program on establishment of a test and evaluation cell
within the Defense Innovation Unit

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 222) that would
establish a pilot program within the Defense Innovation Unit to
conduct test and evaluation.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

The Defense Innovation Unit (DIU) has evolved greatly over
the last decade, but we believe continued maturation of the
organization requires a thoughtful approach for its long-term
test and evaluation strategy. We recognize the potential
challenges DIU may face in test and evaluation including access
to range time, adequate data collection, and evaluation tools,
as these challenges are pervasive across the test and evaluation
community. Because of the nature of its mission to rapidly
identify and field capabilities, there is also a challenge in
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balancing rapid fielding needs with the potential to integrate
into the broader, traditional test and evaluation enterprise.

Therefore, we direct the Director of the DIU to submit a
report to the congressional defense committees not later than
June 1, 2025, detailing:

(1) DIU’s current test and evaluation strategy, to
include planned efforts in coordination with the Director of the
Test Resource Management Center, the Director for Developmental
Test, Evaluation and Assessments, and the Director, Operational
Test and Evaluation;

(2) Any barriers or challenges to execution of these
plans;

(3) DIU’s plans for future test and evaluation
activities, including any anticipated spending and staffing
estimates;

(4) DIU’s planned use of digital ranges or other
test infrastructure for software or data systems;

(5) Best practices for test and evaluation for
commercial and non-traditional technologies;

(6) Any plans to leverage software solutions to
better maximize test data collection and post-test evaluation;
and

(7) Any other information the Director deems
relevant.

Program on limited objective experimentation in support of Air
Force operations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 224) that would
require the Commander, Air Force Research Laboratory, to carry
out limited objective experimentation (LOE) in coordination with
a partnership intermediary.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We are aware of successful LOE activities ongoing at the
Air Force Research Laboratory, including through the Northeast
Multi-Domain Operations Alliance. We understand this alliance
has effectively brought together government and non-government
organizations to execute an experimentation initiative to
accelerate the development, demonstration, and fielding of
innovative capabilities to solve multi-domain operational
challenges. We encourage other elements of the Department of
Defense’s innovation enterprise to leverage these existing
partnerships and collaborative regional ecosystems to further
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develop, experiment, and integrate cross domain solutions across
the joint force.

Disclosure requirements for persons performing research or
development projects for the Department of Defense

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 227) that would
amend section 4001 of title 10, United States Code, by adding a
new subsection on disclosure requirements.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Prohibition on availability of funds for canine and feline
research

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 229) that would
prohibit the use of funds for conducting biomedical research or
testing using canines or felines.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Study and report on foreign capital disclosure requirements of
certain Department of Defense organizations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 242) that would
require the Secretary of Defense, not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, to enter into a contract
or other agreement with a federally funded research and
development center to conduct an independent study on the
foreign capital disclosure requirements of organizations of the
Department of Defense that routinely engage with commercial
entities backed by private equity or venture capital funds.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note the desirability of harmonizing capital disclosure
requirements across the Department, the Federal Government, and
allies and partners. We therefore direct the Secretary of
Defense to provide to the congressional defense committees by
July 15, 2025, a briefing on the foreign capital disclosure
requirements of organizations of the Department of Defense that
routinely engage with commercial entities backed by private
equity or venture capital funds. The briefing should include the
following:
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(1) A comparison of current foreign capital
disclosure requirements used by organizations within the
Department of Defense that engage with commercial entities
backed by private equity or venture capital funds, including the
Defense Innovation Unit, National Security Innovation Capital,
and other such organizations within the Department and across
the services;

(2) A description of any business intelligence, due
diligence information, classified information, and other
information sources available to such organizations to assist
the organizations in formulating and executing foreign capital
disclosure requirements;

(3) A description of the extent to which such
foreign capital disclosure requirements are shared with
commercial entities;

(4) A description of best practices for foreign
capital disclosure requirements across the Department of
Defense, including best practices for flexibly implementing such
requirements;

(5) An assessment of the feasibility of harmonizing
the best practices as described above across the Department of
Defense in a responsive manner;

(6) A description of relevant foreign capital
disclosure requirements that are used elsewhere within the
Federal Government and by relevant international allies,
partners, and organizations;

(7) A description of such other factors as may be
relevant to inform the implementation of coordinated, effective
foreign capital disclosure requirements across the Department of
Defense and international allies and partners; and

(8) Such other information as the Secretary deems
appropriate.

Authority for Secretary of Defense to enter into an agreement
for an assessment of biotechnology capabilities of adversaries
of the United States

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 244) that would
authorize the Secretary of Defense to enter into an agreement
with a federally funded research and development center to
conduct an assessment related to biotechnology.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to provide to the
congressional defense committees a report that includes the
findings and recommendations of a federally funded research and
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development center assessment related to biotechnology not later
than June 15, 2025. Such report shall include-

(1) A literature review of scientific topics related
to biotechnology of military interest;

(2) An evaluation of the scientific capabilities of
potential adversaries of the United States, such as the People's
Republic of China, Iran, and the Russian Federation, related to
biotechnology;

(3) A review of the current gaps and future
scientific and technological needs for adversaries of the United
States to be successful with respect to biotechnology
capabilities; and

(4) Recommendations with respect to useful
indications of any advancement of such adversaries regarding
such capabilities.

Such report shall be submitted in unclassified form but
may contain a classified annex.

Due to the need to inform elements of the Department
broadly on the needs and gaps in this technology space, we also
urge the Secretary to ensure the assessment underlying the
report is transmitted to other relevant offices of the
Department of Defense, including the offices of the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, the Under
Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering, the Under
Secretary of Defense for Policy, the Under Secretary of Defense
for Intelligence and Security, and the Office of Net Assessment.

Sense of Congress on research and development of solid rocket
motor mixing technology and the missile industrial base

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 245) that would
establish a sense of Congress on the research and development of
solid rocket motor mixing technologies.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We are aware of new and efficient solid rocket motor
mixing technologies that could augment existing domestic
production capabilities for solid rocket motors and assist in
increasing the production of tactical missiles. We encourage the
Department of Defense to pursue research and development of
these advanced propellant mixing technologies for solid rocket
motor propulsion systems.

Funding for demonstration of high-pressure waterjet cut and
capture system to demilitarize underwater munitions
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 246) that would
increase by $5.0 million in PE 63779A for the demonstration of
high-pressure waterjet cut and capture system to demilitarize
underwater munitions.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Increase 1in funding for high-hypersonic detonation propulsion
research and technology

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 249) that would
increase, by $5.0 million, the funding for high-hypersonic
detonation propulsion research and technology.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Authorization of specific funding amounts can be found in
the funding tables.

Increase in funding for adaptive and intelligent adversary-
threat models

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 250) that would
increase, by $5.0 million, the funding for adaptive and
intelligent adversary-threat models.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Authorization of specific funding amounts can be found in
the funding tables.

Funding for surface and shallow water mine counter-measures

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 251) that would
provide an additional $9.0 million for surface and shallow water
mine countermeasures, offset by a similar reduction from the
Chalk Coral program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

The specific authorization of appropriations amounts can
be found in the funding tables.

Report on potential inclusion of Israel in the national
technology and industrial base
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 252) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to assess the feasibility and
advisability of including Israel in the national technology and
industrial base.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to brief the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, not later than September 30, 2025, on the
feasibility and advisability of including Israel in the national
technology and industrial base (NTIB). The briefing shall
include but not be limited to: (1) A detailed assessment of the
potential benefits or consequences of including Israel in the
NTIB; (2) Any relevant security information that would create
obstacles to expand NTIB; (3) Any identified gaps in NTIB that
could be resolved by expanding NTIB; (4) Any other matter that
the Secretary considers to be relevant. The briefing may include
a classified annex.

Plan on hacking for defense expansion

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 253) that would
require the Secretary of Defense, not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, to submit to the
congressional defense committees a plan for the expansion of the
Hacking for Defense program of the Department of Defense over
the period of three fiscal years following the date of the plan.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that elements from this provision are addressed
elsewhere in this Act.

Report on potential strategic partnership between the Defense
Innovation Unit and the Taiwan Ministry of National Defense

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 254) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to assess the feasibility and
advisability of establishing a strategic partnership between the
Defense Innovation Unit and the Taiwan Ministry of National
Defense and provide a report on such assessment.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 233).

The agreement does not include either provision.
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We direct the Director of the Defense Innovation Unit to
submit to the congressional defense committees a report on
expanding the geographic presence of the Defense Innovation
Unit, including through partnerships with other organizations,
not later than April 1, 2025. This report shall include the
following:

(1) The current geographic distribution of the
personnel and offices of the Defense Innovation Unit, including
identification of the number of full-time equivalent civilians
and contractors associated with each location;

(2) An assessment of opportunities to leverage other
entities to expand geographic presence through current or
planned partnerships that can support missions of the Defense
Innovation Unit based on the existing geographic and functional
footprint of those entities, such as Department of Defense
laboratories, program intermediaries, university affiliated
research centers, or the activities of the Hacking for Defense
program;

(3) A gap analysis between planned expansion of the
geographic presence of the Defense Innovation Unit and use of
partnerships to achieve nationwide geographic coverage for
activities of the Defense Innovation Unit;

(4) The current plan of the Director to expand the
geographic presence of the Defense Innovation Unit during the
next 5-year period to address the gaps analyzed pursuant to
paragraph (3), including resources required and any other policy
or regulatory challenges; and

(5) An assessment of both current international
partnerships and opportunities to deepen and expand
international partnerships, including through expansion of
Hacking for Defense program activities.

Sense of Congress on the continuing need for innovation in the
Armed Forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 255) that would
express the sense of Congress regarding the continuing need for
innovation in the Armed Forces.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note the importance of a robust innovation ecosystem in
strengthening our national security. The U.S. military’s
innovative capacity in technological areas such as artificial
intelligence, gquantum information sciences, advanced air
mobility, and counter-UAS systems is key to maintaining and
improving military readiness. We support continued expansion and
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growth of innovation ecosystems for both national and economic
security needs.

Funding for alternative domestic source C-130J IRSS

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 256) that would
increase funding by $6.0 million for alternative domestic
sources for C-130J infrared suppression systems (IRSS), offset
by a corresponding reduction in funding for operational system
development, industrial base analysis and sustainment support.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

The specific authorization of appropriations amounts can
be found in the funding tables.

Funding for virtual engineering for army readiness and
sustainment

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 257) that would
increase funding for Virtual Engineering for Army Readiness and
Sustainment.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Funding for fuel cell multi-modular use utilizing hydrogen

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 259) that would
increase, by $10.0 million, the funding for Fuel Cell Multi-
Modular Use Utilizing Hydrogen.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Authorization of specific funding amounts can be found in
the funding tables.

Funding for humanitarian airborne mobile infrastructure
capability

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 258) that would
increase, by $4.2 million, the funding for Humanitarian Airborne
Mobile Infrastructure Capability.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.
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Authorization of specific funding amounts can be found in
the funding tables.

Assignment of Department of Defense responsibility for
international collaboration on directed energy weapons

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 215) that would amend section 219 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328) by
designating the senior Department of Defense official
responsible for directed energy, supported by the Joint Directed
Energy Transition Office, as the office with primary
responsibility for collaboration with international partners on
directed energy weapons.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

Prohibition on award of research or development contracts or
grants to educational institutions that have violated certain
civil rights

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 220) that would prohibit the Department of Defense from
entering into any new contracts, or agreements, or making any
new grant awards to institutions of higher education that have
violated title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Public Law
88-352) on or after 1 year after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

Report on obligations and expenditure rates for basic research

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 234) that would require a report from the Under Secretary
of Defense, Comptroller on the obligation and expenditure rates
for Department of Defense basic and applied research.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We note that a similar reporting requirement was included
in the House Report 118-529. We remain concerned with the
Department of Defense’s obligation and expenditure policies for
basic and applied research at academic institutions given the
incongruence of the academic year and the federal fiscal year.
The committee urges the Department to implement expenditure
benchmarks policies that consider delays in allocations to the
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grantees and are more aligned with the fiscal policies and
calendars of academic institutions.

Therefore, we direct the Under Secretary of Defense,
Comptroller, in coordination with the Comptrollers of the
military departments and the Under Secretary of Defense for
Research and Engineering to submit a report to the congressional
defense committees, not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, on the obligation and expenditure rates
for Department of Defense basic and applied research that is
conducted at institutions of higher education for the previous
five fiscal years. The report shall also identify:

(1) The month of obligations and expenditures for
basic and applied research conducted at institutions of higher
education;

(2) Funds realigned from basic or applied research
budget lines due to not meeting obligations or expenditures
benchmarks throughout the fiscal year and made available for
other purposes; and

(3) A plan to implement revised expenditure
benchmarks related to research grants at institutions of higher
education.

Plan for optimization of Irreqular Warfare Technical Support
Directorate

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 238) that would require the Secretary of Defense to submit
a plan to optimize the contributions of the Irregular Warfare
Technical Support Directorate in order to enable irregular
warfare activities in support of the 2022 National Defense
Strategy.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, to submit to
the congressional defense committees a plan for optimizing the
contributions of the Irregular Warfare Technical Support
Directorate to the fulfillment of Department of Defense
irregular warfare activities in support of the National Defense
Strategy. At a minimum, the plan shall address efforts to more
effectively—

(1) Address emergent requirements within the year of
execution;

(2) Lessons learned from ongoing conflicts where the
U.S. is not a direct participant, if feasible;

(3) Focus and prioritize resources to rapidly
address Department of Defense user requirements;
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(4) Coordinate efforts with the Office of
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics of U.S. Special
Operations Command;

(5) Maximize contributions from foreign and non-
Department of Defense partners; and

(6) Address other matters deemed relevant by the
Secretary.

Directed Energy Roadmap and Activity Funding Report

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 247) that would amend section 219(d) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-
328) to require a Directed Energy Roadmap and Activity Funding
Report annually until 2031.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

Pilot program on establishing entities and consortia to conduct
prototyping and production of critical and emerging technologies

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 248) that would require the Secretary of Defense to carry
out a pilot program to establish one or more entities, including
consortia, to conduct prototyping and production activities for
such critical and emerging technologies as the Secretary shall
specify and require the Secretary to use other transaction
authority to carry out the program pursuant section 4022 of
title 10, United States Code.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We encourage the Department of Defense to use other
transaction authority (OTAs), including through consortia, to
conduct prototyping and production activities for the
Department's 14 critical technology areas. We note that unlike
Federal Acquisition Regulation-based contracts, the Department
is not required to track the type of business performing on an
OTA. We note that elsewhere in this Act we are directing the
Department to track awards made through OTAs to provide a better
understanding of the types of businesses performing on OTAS.

Report on status of reusable hypersonic technology development
activities

A proposed amendment (amendment number 3290) to the Senate

committee-reported bill contained a provision (sec. 5232) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to provide a report on
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the status of reusable hypersonic technology development
activities.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to provide a briefing,
not later than June 15, 2025, to the congressional defense
committees on the status of reusable hypersonic technology
development activities in the Department of Defense, including
the High Mach Turbine Engine. The briefing should include:

(1) A proposed organizational structure for
management of a reusable hypersonic aircraft development
program;

(2) An assessment of requirements and timeframe to
formalize such proposed organizational structure; and

(3) A cost estimate and timeline for testing key
enabling technologies and programs.

Prohibition on research or development of cell culture and other
novel methods used for the production of cultivated meat

A proposed amendment (amendment number 3290) to the Senate
committee-reported bill contained a provision (sec. 5233) that
would prohibit the use of funds for the research or development
of cell culture or any other novel method used for the
production of cultivated meat for human consumption.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

TITLE IIT-OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

SUBTITLE A—AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Sec. 301 - Authorization of appropriations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 301) that would
authorize appropriations for operation and maintenance
activities at the levels identified in section 4301 of division
D of this Act.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 301).

The agreement includes this provision.

SUBTITLE B—ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
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Sec. 311 - Modification of definition of antenna structure
project under Military Aviation and Installation Assurance
Clearinghouse for review of mission obstructions

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 313) that would amend section 183a(h) (2) (A) (1i1i) of title
10, United States Code, to address a technical correction.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 312 - Extension of period for cooperative agreements under
Native American lands environmental mitigation program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 320) that would
extend the period for cooperative agreements under Native
American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program by 3 years.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 313 - Extension of requirement to establish a schedule of
black start exercises to assess the energy resilience and energy
security of military installations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 311) that would
extend the requirement to conduct black start exercises from
2027 to 2032.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 314 - Change in timeframe for report on ability of
Department of Defense to meet requirements for energy resilience
and energy security measures on military installations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 342) that would
amend the reporting requirement year in section 2029(g) of title
10, United States Code, by striking 2029 and inserting 2027.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 315 - Repeal of limitation on procurement of drop-in fuels;
annual report

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 317) that would repeal section 2922h of title 10, United
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States Code, and require the Secretary of Defense to submit an
annual report if a bulk purchase of drop-in fuel was not cost-
competitive with traditional fuel, and if the purchase was based
on a military requirement or not.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 316 - Extension of prohibition on required disclosure

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 312) that would
extend the prohibition on required disclosure by prime
contractors for 5 years.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would extend the prohibition by 2 years.

Sec. 317 - Increase of transfer authority for funding of study
and assessment on health implications of per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances contamination in drinking water by
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 322) that would extend to fiscal year 2025 the
authorization and funding transfer authority for the ongoing
study and assessment on human health impacts of per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances in drinking water by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 318 - Initiative to control and combat the spread of
coconut rhinoceros beetle in Hawaii

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 315) that would
authorize and direct the Secretary of Defense to enhance efforts
to support the control, interdiction, research, and eradication
efforts related to the coconut rhinoceros beetle (CRB) on
military installations in Hawaii.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment to clarify that interagency and intergovernmental
response efforts to control, interdict, monitor, and eradicate
the CRB are for military installations in Hawaii.
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Sec. 319 - Prohibition on implementation of regulation relating
to minimizing risk of climate change

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 318) that would
prohibit funds from being used by the Department of Defense for
fiscal year 2025 to finalize or implement any rule based on the
advanced notice of the proposed rulemaking titled Y‘Federal
Acquisition Regulation: Minimizing the Risk of Climate Change in
Federal Acquisitions.”

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 320 - Implementation of Inspector General recommendations
relating to oversight of defense fuel support points

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 311) that would direct the Secretary of Defense to
implement the recommendations of the Department of Defense
Inspector General report, published April 11, 2024, titled,
"Audit of the Defense Logistics Agency Oversight of Defense Fuel
Support Points" (DODIG-2024-075), not later than May 1, 2026, or
report explaining why the Secretary has not implemented those
recommendations.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 321 - Provision by Secretary of the Air Force of
meteorological data for Air Force and Army

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 314) that would clarify that the Secretary of the Air
Force 1is required to provide meteorological and environmental
services for the Department of the Air Force and meteorological
services for the Department of the Army.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

SUBTITLE C—LOGISTICS AND SUSTAINMENT

Sec. 331 - Joint Safety Council report and briefing requirements

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 341) that would
amend section 185 of title 10, United States Code, to require
biannual briefings from the Joint Safety Council that includes
releasable information regarding any mishap that occurred during
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such year and identification of any corrective or preventative
action implemented pursuant to a recommendation made in a safety
or legal investigation report of such a mishap.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 332 - Modifications to Comptroller General annual reviews
of F-35 sustainment efforts

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 343) that would
amend section 357 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81) regarding the Comptroller
General of the United States' annual reviews of the F-35 by
extending the reporting period and adding sustainment
considerations.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 333 - Plans regarding condition and maintenance of
prepositioned stockpiles of Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 331) that would
require the Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force to develop a plan
to improve inspection procedures of prepositioned stockpiles and
conduct biannual inspections of these prepositioned stockpiles.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 334 - Warehouse utilization organization alignment

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 331) that would require each Secretary of a military
department, and the Director of the Defense Logistics Agency, to
provide a briefing on warehouse utilization and organizational
alignment.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 335 - Authority for Government-owned, Government-operated
facilities to access production base support funds
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 332) that would require the Secretary of Defense to
prescribe regulations allowing Government-owned, Government-
operated facilities to be eligible to receive Production Base
Support funds from the U.S. Army.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 336 - Pre-positioned stocks of finished defense textile
articles

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 356) that would authorize the Secretary of Defense to
establish pre-positioned stocks of finished defense textile
articles needed to support a contingency operation.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

SUBTITLE D—REPORTS

Sec. 341 - Modification of readiness reports to include total
number of combat readiness upgrades or downgrades

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 341) that would amend paragraph (5) of section 482 (b) of
title 10, United States Code, to modify the readiness reports to
Congress to include the total number of upgrades or downgrades
of the combat readiness of a unit issued by the unit commander,
rather than each unit summary with the rationale from each
reporting unit commander.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 342 - Extension and expansion of incident reporting
requirements for Department of Defense

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 342) that would extend the incident reporting requirement
regarding lost and stolen weapons and include the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 343 - Annual briefing on operational readiness of 53rd

Weather Reconnaissance Squadron prior to commencement of
official hurricane season
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 344) that would require the commanding officer of the 22nd
Air Force to provide a briefing on the operational readiness of
the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

SUBTITLE E—OTHER MATTERS

Sec. 351 - Extension of authority for Secretary of Defense to
use Department of Defense reimbursement rate for transportation
services provided to certain non-Department of Defense entities

The budget request for fiscal year 2025 included a
proposal to extend the authority, granted in section 2642 of
title 10, United States Code, allowing the Secretary of Defense
to use the Department of Defense (DOD) reimbursement rate for
transportation services provided to certain non-DOD entities.
That authority allows DOD to provide transportation services
covered by that section at the same rate DOD charges DOD units
for similar services. The proposal requested a change in the
sunset date from October 1, 2024, to October 1, 2029.

The agreement includes a provision that would extend the
sunset date of this authority from October 1, 2024, to October
1, 2026. Furthermore, we direct the Secretary of Defense to
provide a briefing to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives not later than April 1,
2025, on how the Department uses this authority, the need for an
extension, and any other information the Secretary deems
relevant.

Sec. 352 - Improvements to FireGuard Program of National Guard

A proposed amendment (amendment number 3290) to the Senate
committee-reported bill contained a provision (sec. 5351) that
would allow the Secretary of Defense to enter into a contract or
cooperative agreement with a qualified individual or entity to
carry out the duties of the FireGuard Program.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 353 - Counter unmanned aerial system threat library
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 335) that would require the Secretary of the Army, through
the Joint Counter-small Unmanned Aerial Systems Office, to
establish and maintain a threat library, or expand and maintain
an existing library, to coordinate efforts across the Department
of Defense to counter unmanned aerial systems.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 354 - Limitation on availability of funds for travel
expenses of Office of Secretary of Defense until submission of
certain documents

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 353) that would limit the obligation and expenditure of
more than 75 percent of certain funds authorized for travel
expenses for the Office of the Secretary of Defense until the
Secretary provides to the congressional defense committees
certain outstanding reporting requirements.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 355 - Anti-lock brake system and electronic stability
control kit for certain Army vehicles

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 354) that would require the Secretary of the Army to
develop a plan to ensure that all high-mobility multipurpose
wheeled vehicles identified in the Tactical Wheeled Vehicle
Strategy have been retrofitted with an anti-lock brake system
and electronic stability control kit.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would modify the requirement to ensure that all
high-mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles are equipped with
anti-lock brake system and electronic stability control kit and
extend the timeline to complete the requirement.

Sec. 356 - Program for advanced manufacturing in the Indo-
Pacific region

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1082) that
would establish a pilot program to develop forward advanced
manufacturing capability in and for the U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 357).

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS NOT ADOPTED

Modifications to pilot program on use of sustainable aviation
fuel

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 313) that would
amend the Sustainable Aviation Fuel Pilot Program from the James
M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2023 (Public Law 117-263) to ensure the Greenhouse Gases,
Regulated Emissions, and Energy Use in Technologies model is
used to measure greenhouse gas emissions reductions under the
program, promoting increased accuracy in measurements and
preventing the exclusion of domestic, agricultural biofuels from
the program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 315).

The agreement does not include either provision.

Modification of temporary moratorium on incineration by
Department of Defense of perfluoroalkyl substances,
polyfluoroalkyl substances, and aqueous film forming foam

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 314) that would
amend Section 343 (a) (2) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81) and end the
moratorium on per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
destruction by allowing the Department of Defense to follow the
recent guidance put out by the Environmental Protection Agency
with regard to the destruction of PFAS.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We strongly encourage the Department of Defense to issue
appropriate guidance related to the destruction of PFAS, in
accordance with section 343 (a) (1) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81).

Review and plan regarding biosecurity protocols for Hawaii
The House bill contained a provision (sec. 316) that would

direct the Department of Defense to review its biosecurity
protocols in Hawaii to prevent the introduction and spread of
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invasive species and would also direct the Department to create
a plan to improve biosecurity protocols in Hawaii and improve
coordination with state and local entities.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Pilot program to install propane-powered generators at a
domestic defense industrial base facility

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 317) that would
establish a pilot program to install propane-powered generators
at a qualified domestic organic defense industrial base
facility.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to provide a briefing
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, not later than April 1, 2025, on the
feasibility and advisability of establishing a pilot program to
install propane-powered generators at a domestic organic defense
industrial base facility. The briefing should include
information on current backup power capabilities at
installations, any necessary supply and storage infrastructure
requirements, any benefits to the resiliency and redundancy of
power generation, any costs associated with establishing the
pilot, and any other advantages and disadvantages that the
Secretary deems relevant.

Stormwater discharge permits for Department of Defense
facilities

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 319) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to request updated storm water
management system permits from the appropriate authorities to
allow for best practices to be implemented at storm water
outflows and prevent per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
discharge from Department of Defense facilities.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Pilot program on Iimproving Marine Corps supply chain and

logistics through the integration of artificial intelligence and
machine learning software solutions
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 332) that would
require the Commandant of the Marine Corps to establish a pilot
program in the Marine Corps to integrate artificial intelligence
(AI) and machine learning (ML) solutions to solve supply chain
and logistics challenges.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that such activities leveraging AI and ML
solutions could greatly benefit the Marine Corps by potentially
driving down costs and timelines associated with supply chain
and logistics challenges. We are aware of numerous commercially
developed solutions that could be leveraged to address Marine
Corps needs. We encourage the Marine Corps to continue testing
and evaluating AI/ML solutions to help address these types of
problem sets.

Responsiveness testing of Defense Logistics Agency
pharmaceutical contracts

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 333) that would
require the Director of the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) to
amend DLA Instructions 5025.03 and 3110.01 to require DLA Troop
Support to coordinate annually with customers in the military
departments to conduct responsiveness testing of the DLA’s
contingency contracts for pharmaceuticals and to include the
results of that testing, as reported by customers in the
military departments, in the annual reports of the Warstopper
Program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We encourage the DLA to require DLA Troop Support to
coordinate annually with customers in the military departments
to conduct responsiveness testing of the DLA's contingency
contracts for pharmaceuticals and to include the results of that
testing, as reported by customers in the military departments,
in the annual reports of the Warstopper Program.

Investment plan for Department of Defense depots and industrial
facilities

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 334) that would
require the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the
Secretary of each of the military departments, to submit an
investment plan that includes detailed information about the
minimum annual investment in Department of Defense depots and
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industrial facilities that is needed to prevent further
infrastructure deterioration.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, to provide a
briefing to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives on the minimum required annual
investments across the future years defense program to arrest
further facilities deterioration in government-owned,
government-operated depots and industrial facilities that
maintain critical equipment and weapons systems. We note the
existing requirement in section 2473 of title 10, United States
Code, for the secretaries of the military departments to provide
annual five-year plans on improvement of depot infrastructure so
as to encourage prudent and timely investment. We commend the
Department of the Army for their use of this tool to
successfully advocate for infrastructure improvements and
encourage the other services to follow suit.

Study on firefighter rapid intervention team training and
equipment at Department of Defense facilities

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 344) that would
require the Department of Defense to conduct a study on the
training and equipment of firefighter Rapid Intervention Teams
on military facilities to ensure that such teams have up-to-date
training and equipment on different crisis scenarios, including
port facility fires.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to provide a briefing
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, not later than September 30, 2025, on the
training standards for firefighter rapid intervention teams and
the use of equipment by such teams at military installations.
The briefing shall include: (1) The extent to which, if any,
such training and equipment is standard across firefighter rapid
response intervention teams on military installations; (2)
Whether such training and equipment is sufficient to prepare
such teams for fires on ships that dock at military
installations; and (3) A description of any incident, if any,
that occurred in the last 10 years in which a firefighter was
injured or killed at a military installation and could have been
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prevented had the firefighters involved received different
training or egquipment.

Joint Safety Council review of Comptroller General report on
fatigue of members of the Armed Forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 345) that would
require the Joint Safety Council to review Government
Accountability Office (GAO) reports on addressing servicemember
fatigue and provide a briefing on steps to address the GAO’s
findings.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Joint Safety Council (JSC), established
under section 185 of title 10, United States Code, to review the
issues identified in the report of the Comptroller General of
the United States titled “Military Readiness: Comprehensive
Approach Needed to Address Service Member Fatigue and Manage
Related Efforts” (GA0O-24-105917) and provide a briefing, not
later than September 1, 2025, to congressional defense
committees on steps the JSC is taking to address the findings of
the Comptroller General and to reinvigorate efforts to limit the
fatigue of members of the Armed Forces. The briefing shall
include JSC actions taken related to:

(1) Insufficient oversight authority at the
Department of Defense level;

(2) A lack of assigned leadership on fatigue-related
matters within the Armed Forces; and

(3) Fragmented fatigue-related research efforts
across the Department.

Study on use and presence of toxic chemicals in Panama Canal
zone

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 346) that would
require the Armed Forces Pest Management Board to conduct a
study on the use and presence of herbicide agents and toxic
chemicals by the Department in the Panama Canal Zone during the
period beginning on January 1, 1958, and ending on December 31,
1999.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not includes the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, to provide a
briefing to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
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the House of Representatives on the use and presence of
herbicide agents as a result of Department of Defense activities
in the Panama Canal Zone between January 1, 1958 and December
31, 1999. The briefing shall include an assessment to determine
the degree to which herbicide agents, including those known as
“rainbow herbicides”, were used, tested, stored, or otherwise
dispensed within the Panama Canal Zone while servicemembers were
stationed there, as well as any adverse impact on servicemembers
by the use of such herbicide agents.

Report on wildfire fighting capabilities of the Department of
Defense in Hawaii

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 347) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to provide a report on wildfire
fighting capabilities of the Department of Defense in Hawaii.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to brief the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, not later than March 1, 2025 with an assessment
of the wildfire fighting capabilities of the Department of
Defense in Hawaii, including any shortfalls in firefighting
equipment, facilities, training, plans, or personnel. The
briefing shall include a determination of the feasibility and
advisability of establishing a wildfire training institute on
Oahu, an identification of any additional authorities or
resources required to integrate the capabilities of the
Department of Defense with the capabilities of other Federal,
State, and local emergency responders, and an identification of
any memoranda or other agreements between the Department and
State, local, Federal, or other disaster response organizations
regarding wildland fire mitigation, prevention, response, and
recovery.

Briefing on Army organizational clothing and equipment used in
cold and extreme cold weather environments

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 348) that would
require the Secretary of the Army to provide a briefing on the
modernization and sustainment plans of the Army for
organizational clothing and equipment used in cold and extreme
cold weather environments.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

60



We note that the Senate report accompanying S.4638 (S.
Rept. 118-188) of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2025 already directed a briefing requirement on the
modernization and sustainment plans of the Army for
organizational clothing and equipment used in cold and extreme
cold weather environments. We direct the Army to include the
House Committee on Armed Services as a recipient of this
briefing requirement.

Provision of sports foods and third-party certified dietary
supplements to members of the Armed Forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 352) that would
authorize the Secretary of Defense to use appropriated funds to
procure sports foods and third-party certified dietary
supplements and distribute such foods and supplements to members
of the Armed Forces.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Funding for base support

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 353) that would
increase, by $5.0 million, the funding for base support.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Availability of operation and maintenance appropriations for
software

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 354) that would
amend section 2241 (a) of title 10, United States Code, to add a
new paragraph that would allow for operations and maintenance
funds to be used for acquisition, development, modification, and
sustainment of software.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Initiative to control and combat the spread of invasive species
The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 312) that would require the Secretary of Defense to

enhance efforts to manage, control, and interdict invasive
species that exacerbate the risk of wildfire that could affect
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the readiness of the Armed Forces, the health and safety of
servicemembers, and their families and surrounding communities.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to provide a briefing
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, not later than March 1, 2025, on the
feasibility and advisability of the Department of Defense
enhancing efforts through the Integrated Natural Resource
Management Plans and other relevant management and operational
plans to manage, control, and interdict invasive species,
including those that exacerbate the risk of wildfire, that could
affect the readiness of the Armed Forces and the health and
safety of servicemembers and their families. The briefing shall
include: (1) the feasibility and advisability of additional
resources and funding for Department of Defense activities in
support of managing, controlling, and interdicting invasive
species; (2) a review of current Department of Defense protocols
and procedures, including gaps and differences between military
installations, for biosecurity and efforts to prevent the spread
of invasive species on military installations; (3) options to
establish early detection and rapid response mechanisms to
monitor and deploy coordinated interdiction efforts for any
invasive species newly detected on military installations; and
(4) a review of post-fire land rehabilitation efforts using
native vegetation and other methods to preclude the
reestablishment of invasive species.

Study and report on the greenhouse gas and toxic pollutant
emissions of the production and utilization of non-tactical
vehicles of the Department of Defense

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 316) that would require the Comptroller General of the
United States to conduct a study on the greenhouse gas and toxic
pollutant emissions lifecycle in the production and use of
electric non-tactical vehicles over the lifetime of the vehicle
relative to a comparable model of non-tactical vehicles
possessing an internal combustion engine and require the
Secretary of Defense to provide a report on the aforementioned
study.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We direct the Comptroller General of the United States to
conduct and submit to the Armed Services Committees of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a study on the
greenhouse gas and toxic pollutant emissions lifecycle in the
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production and utilization of electric non-tactical wvehicles
over the lifetime of the vehicle relative to a comparable model
of non-tactical vehicle possessing an internal combustion
engine. Such study shall include: (1) the estimated reduction in
carbon emissions associated with the adoption of electric
vehicles across the non-tactical vehicle fleet; (2) a
comparative analysis of non-tactical efficiency, maintenance
costs, and lifecycle emissions of electric vehicles versus
traditional combustion engine vehicles; and (3) a cost-benefit
analysis of investing in electric vehicle infrastructure
compared to the fully burdened costs, advantages, and
disadvantages of internal combustion engines for non-tactical
use by the Department of Defense.

We direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than 120
days after the Comptroller General’s completion of the study to
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report on the use of non-tactical
electric vehicles by the Armed Forces, which shall include: (1)
an assessment of non-tactical vehicle capabilities to determine
different mission profiles and scenarios supported by electric
vehicles and internal combustion vehicles; (2) an estimation of
the expected lifespan and durability of electric vehicles under
non-tactical conditions, including an evaluation of maintenance
requirements and costs associated with the lifetime of the
vehicle; (3) an evaluation of the logistical implications of
integrating electric vehicles into the non-tactical wvehicle
fleet, including infrastructure requirements for charging or
refueling, compatibility with existing supply chains, and
potential challenges relating to spare parts availability and
maintenance support; and (4) an identification of risks and
challenges associated with the procurement and deployment of
electric vehicles, such as technological obsolescence,
cybersecurity vulnerabilities, and geopolitical dependencies on
critical components.

Interim responses to address releases or threatened releases of
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 321) that would codify existing Department of Defense
policy for the military services to take action to address any
release or threatened release of per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

Plan for secondary sources in the munitions supply chain
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 334) that would require the Secretary of the Army to
develop a plan to provide options to establish secondary
domestic production sources at existing arsenals, depots, and
ammunition plants of the U.S. Army to address munition supply
chain chokepoints.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We direct the Secretary of the Army to provide a plan
providing options to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives, not later than June 1,
2025, to establish secondary domestic production sources at
existing arsenals, depots, and ammunition plants of the U.S.
Army to address munition supply chain chokepoints. The plan
shall draw on existing supply chain mapping conducted by the
Department of Defense and other studies conducted by the U.S.
Army. The plan shall include an assessment of the feasibility
and advisability of expanding the scope of activities at all
existing depots, arsenals, and ammunition plants of the U.S.
Army to serve as secondary sources for single points of supply
chain failure and reopening of any previously closed depots,
arsenals, and ammunition plants of the U.S. Army.

Extension of protection of certain facilities and assets from
unmanned aircraft

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 352) that would amend section 1301 of title 10, United
States Code, to extend the sunset date of the authority of the
Department of Defense to counter threats from unmanned aerial
systems to United States military forces and facilities.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

Coordination of planning with respect to stockpiles of basic
life sustaining and personnel items and equipment

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 355) that would require the Department of Defense to
assess whether stockpiles of basic life sustaining personnel
items and equipment are sufficient in the event of a protracted
conflict scenario.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

We direct, not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment, in coordination with the Chairman
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of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and each equivalent acquisition
officer of the military departments, to conduct an assessment
of: (1) Whether total force stockpiles of basic life sustaining
personnel items and equipment, as listed below, are sufficient
in the event of direct involvement by the United States in a
protracted conflict or in more than one large-scale conflict
taking place simultaneously in more than one theater; (2) The
likely impact on supply chains of procurement by the Department
of said items and equipment in a situation so described; and (3)
Whether current operational plans of the Armed Forces can be
executed in two separate theaters simultaneously without drawing
on the same stockpiles of basic life sustaining and personnel
items and egquipment.

The basic life sustaining personnel items and equipment
included in the assessment shall include: (1) Subsistence items,
including food and food-related supplies, including condiments,
utensils, paper products, and bottled water; (2) Clothing,
individual equipment, tentage, organizational tool kits, hand
tools, and administrative and housekeeping supplies and
equipment; (3) Personal demand items that are non-military sales
items; and (4) Such other items as the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff may identify.

Upon completion of the assessment, we direct the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment in
coordination with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to
jointly submit to the congressional defense committees a report
containing the findings and determinations made pursuant to the
required assessment. The report shall include at a minimum the
availability of stockpiles of weather and terrain appropriate
tires for tactical vehicles, as well as mobile extreme weather
shelters for maintenance of military vehicles.

The term “protracted conflict” means any armed conflict
that extends beyond anticipated timelines set forth or implied
in strategic planning documents or operational plans, such that
the cumulative effects of hostilities result in the military
goals set forth in strategic plans no longer being sufficient to
end the conflict.

TITLE IV—-MILITARY PERSONNEL AUTHORIZATIONS

SUBTITLE A—ACTIVE FORCES

Sec. 401 - End strengths for active forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 401) that would
authorize Active-Duty end strength as of September 30, 2025 as
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follows: Army, 442,300, Navy, 332,300; Marine Corps, 172,300;
Air Force, 320,000; and Space Force, 9,800.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 401).

The agreement includes this provision.

Sec. 402 - Annual end-strength authorization for the Space Force

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 402) that would require Space Force end strength
authorization to consist of a single number for Space Force
active status members; and make corresponding technical and
conforming amendments.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 403 - Temporary exclusion of mental health care providers
from authorized strengths of certain officers on active duty

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1831) that
would amend section 523 (b) of title 10, United States Code, to
authorize the Department of Defense to exclude certain health
care providers from authorized end strengths under such section.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would make the end strength exclusion temporary;
and require the Secretary of Defense to provide a legislative
proposal to eliminate permanent exclusions to end strength
determinations under section 523 of title 10, United States
Code.

SUBTITLE B—RESERVE FORCES

Sec. 411 - End strengths for Selected Reserve

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 411) that would
authorize end strengths for Selected Reserve personnel,
including the end strength for Reserves on Active Duty in
support of the Reserves, as of September 30, 2025 as follows:
Army National Guard, 325,000; Army Reserve, 175,800; Navy
Reserve, 57,700; Marine Corps Reserve, 32,500; Air National
Guard, 107,700; Air Force Reserve, 07,000, and Coast Guard
Reserve, 7,000.

66



The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 411) that would authorize end strengths for
Selected Reserve personnel, including the end strength for
Reserves on Active Duty in support of the Reserves, as of
September 30, 2025 as follows: Army National Guard, 325,000;
Army Reserve, 175,800; Navy Reserve, 57,700; Marine Corps
Reserve, 32,500; Air National Guard, 108,300; Air Force Reserve,
67,000; and Coast Guard Reserve, 7,000.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 412 - End strengths for Reserves on active duty in support
of the Reserves

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 412) that would
authorize end strengths for Reserves on Active Duty in support
of the Reserves as of September 30, 2025 as follows: Army
National Guard, 30,845; Army Reserve, 16,511; Navy Reserve,
10,132; Marine Corps Reserve, 2,400; Air National Guard, 25,736;
Air Force Reserve, 6,311.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 412) that would authorize full-time support end
strengths as of September 30, 2025 as follows: Army National
Guard, 30,845; Army Reserve, 16,511; Navy Reserve, 10,132;
Marine Corps Reserve, 2,400; Air National Guard, 25,982; Air
Force Reserve, 6,311.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 413 - End strengths for military technicians (dual status)

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 413) that would
authorize end strengths for military technicians (dual status)
as of September 30, 2025 as follows: Army National Guard,
22,294; Army Reserve, 6,492; Air National Guard, 10,744; Air
Force Reserve, 6,697.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 413) that would authorize end strengths for
military technicians (dual status) as of September 30, 2025 as
follows: Army National Guard, 22,294; Army Reserve, 6,492; Air
National Guard, 10,744; Air Force Reserve, 6,6097. The Senate
provision would also limit the number of temporary military
technicians (dual status) to 25 percent of the authorized end
strength and prohibit a state from coercing military technicians
into accepting an offer of realignment or conversion to any
other military status— including as a member of the Active,
Guard, and Reserve program of a reserve component.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.
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Sec. 414 - Maximum number of reserve personnel authorized to be
on active duty for operational support

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 414) that would
authorize— as required under section 115(b) of title 10, United
States Code— the maximum number of Reserve Component personnel
who may be on Active Duty or full-time National Guard duty
during fiscal year 2025 for operational support.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 414).

The agreement includes this provision.

SUBTITLE C—AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Sec. 421 - Military personnel

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 421) that would
authorize appropriations for military personnel at the levels
identified in the funding table in section 4401 of division D of
this Act.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 421).

The agreement includes this provision.

SUBTITLE D—REPORTS

Sec. 431 - Annual defense manpower profile report: expansion of
justifications for end strengths

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 431) that would
amend section 115a of title 10, United States Code, to add new
requirements in the annual defense manual profile report as
follows: an assessment of the most important threats facing the
United States and an explanation of how personnel end strength
requests address such threats; the rationale for recommended
changes in manpower in the Department of Defense and for each of
the geographic combatant commands, respectively; the primary
functions or missions of active, reserve, and civilian personnel
in each geographic command; an assessment of any areas in which
decreases in end strength would not result in decreases in
readiness; the actual end strength number for each Armed Service
for the prior fiscal year; the percentage shortfall in
recruiting by each Armed Service; and the actual number of
candidates for service in the Armed Services who were deemed
ineligible due to current enlistment standards.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would strike new requirements related to end
strength of geographic combatant commands and the actual numbers
of candidates whom the Department of Defense deemed ineligible.
The amendment would also require certain additional reporting
requirements to be linked to the national defense strategy under
section 113 of title 10, United States Code.

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS NOT ADOPTED

Exemption of National Guard Bilateral Affairs Officers from
active-duty end strength l1imits and modification of annual
reporting requirement regarding security cooperation activities

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 415) that would amend section 115 of title 10, United
States Code, to exempt members of the National Guard who serve
as bilateral affairs officers as a part of the National Guard
State Partnership Program from end strength requirements under
such section; and amend section 386 of title 10, United States
Code, to specify the congressional committees to whom the
Secretary of Defense must submit an annual report under such
section.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include the Senate provision.

TITLE V-MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY

SUBTITLE A—OFFICER POLICY

Sec. 501 - Redistribution of general officers of the Marine
Corps on active duty

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 502) that would
amend section 525 (a) (4) of title 10, United States Code, to
increase the maximum number of general officers in the Marine
Corps authorized to serve above the grade of major general from
17 to 18, and would reduce the maximum number of general
officers in the Marine Corps authorized to serve in the grade of
major general from 22 to 21.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.
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We note that this provision would not increase the overall
number of general officers authorized for the Marine Corps.
Furthermore, the inclusion of this provision does not signify
any future interest in increasing the authorization for Marine
Corps general officers.

Sec. 502 - Authority to exclude additional positions from
limitations on the number of general officers and flag officers
on active duty

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 504) that would
amend section 526 of title 10, United States Code, to authorize
the Secretary of Defense to designate up to 45 general and flag
officer positions for exclusion from the limitations on general
and flag office authorizations in section 525(a) of title 10,
United States Code.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would authorize the Secretary to designate up to
35 general and flag officer positions for exclusion from the
limitations on general and fag officer authorizations.

Sec. 503 - Eligibility for consideration for promotion: time-in-
grade and other requirements

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 505) that would amend sections 577, 619, and 14301 of
title 10, United States Code, to authorize the Secretaries of
the military departments concerned to preclude from
consideration by a promotion selection board officers and
warrant officers who have an established retirement date that is
within 90 days after the date the selection board is convened.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 504 - Temporary authority to increase the number of nurse
officers recommended for promotion

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 503) that would authorize promotion boards to recommend
for promotion more than 95 percent, but less than 100 percent,
of nurse officers eligible for promotion to major or lieutenant
commander if the Secretary of the military department concerned
determines that the greater number is necessary to maintain or
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improve medical readiness. This authority would expire on
December 31, 2030.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 505 - Talent management and personnel retention for members
of the Armed Forces

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 502) that would amend sections 619 and 14301 of title 10,
United States Code, to authorize the Secretaries of the military
departments to approve requests by officers to opt out of
consideration for promotion, without penalty, due to long
initial training pipelines.

The provision would also amend sections 631, 632, 8372,
14504, 14505, and 14506 of title 10, United States Code, to
change the mandatory separation date for officers who fail for
selection for promotion to the next higher grade for the second
time to the first day of the seventh calendar month beginning
after the month in which the Secretary concerned publicly
releases the promotion board selection results.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 506 - Consideration of merit by special selection review
boards

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 508) that would amend sections 628a and 14502a of title
10, United States Code, to allow special selection review boards
(SSRB) to sustain a promotion board's selection of an officer
who is the subject of credible information of an adverse nature
when such officer ranks in the top half of an order of merit
development by the SSRB. The officer's qualifications would
still be required to be comparable in qualification for
promotion to those sample officers who were recommended for
promotion by that promotion board.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 507 - Effect of failure of selection for promotion:
captains and majors of the Army, Air Force, Marine Corps, and
Space Force and lieutenants and lieutenant commanders of the
Navy
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 5060) that would amend section 632 (c) of title 10, United
States Code, to require the retention on Active Duty of officers
otherwise subject to separation for failure for selection for
promotion until completion of the officer's Active-Duty service
obligation. The provision would also authorize the Secretary of
the military department concerned to waive this requirement if
the Secretary determines that completion of the Active-Duty
service obligation of that officer is not in the best interest
of the service.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 508 - Modification of authority to separate officers when
in the best interest of the service

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 506) that would
amend section 1182 of title 10, United States Code, to modify
the authority under that section to separate officers under
certain circumstances when such separation is in the best
interests of the military service.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 509).

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 509 - Remote appearance before a board of inquiry

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 537) that would amend sections 1185 and 14904 of title 10,
United States Code, to authorize the Secretaries of the military
departments to permit, in exceptional circumstances, the
appearance of an officer before a board of ingquiry other than in
person, such as by video teleconferencing.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 509A - Marine Corps Deputy Commandants

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 521) that would amend section 8045 of title 10, United
States Code, to increase the number of authorized Marine Corps
Deputy Commandants from seven to eight.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.
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Sec. 509B - Improvements relating to Medical Officer of the
Marine Corps position

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 508) that would
establish a Medical Officer of the Marine Corps appointed from
among flag officers of the Navy.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 509A) that would amend chapter 806 and section
525 of title 10, United States Code, to require the Navy to
appoint a Navy rear admiral as the Medical Officer of the Marine
Corps and exclude this position from flag officer and active
duty strength limitations.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 509C - Vice Chief of Space Operations,; vacancy in position
of Chief of Space Operations

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 504) that would amend chapter 908 of title 10, United
States Code, to establish the position of the Vice Chief of
Space Operations who will serve in the grade of general. The
provision would also provide that the Vice Chief of Space
Operations would perform the duties of the Chief of Space
Operations during a vacancy in the position of Chief of Space
Operations and during the absence of the Chief of Space
Operations.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 509D - Repeal of active duty service requirement for
warrant officer appointments in Air Force and Space Force

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 509) that would
repeal section 9160 of title 10, United States Code, which
requires 1 year of Active-Duty service for original appointment
as a warrant officer in the Department of the Air Force.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 501).

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 509E - Removal of officers from a list of Space Force
officers recommended for promotion

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision

(sec. 507) that would amend section 20241 of title 10, United
States Code, to extend to the Space Force certain restrictions
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pertaining to removal of officers from a list of officers
recommended for promotion.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 509F - Pilot program on peer and subordinate assessments of
certain officers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 509A) that
would require the Secretary concerned, not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, to implement a 5-
year pilot program in which certain covered officers of the
Armed Forces are assessed by peers and subordinates. The
provision would also require the Secretaries concerned to submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report regarding such pilot program not
later than 3 months after the termination of such program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would make various technical and conforming
amendments to the House provision.

SUBTITLE B—RESERVE COMPONENT MANAGEMENT

Sec. 511 - Authority to extend military technicians until age 62

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 513) that would amend sections 10216 (f) and 14702 (b) of
title 10, United States Code, to authorize the retention of
military technicians to age 62, rather than age 60 as authorized
in current law. This change aligns authority to retain military
technicians with recent changes that allow drill status national
guardsmen to be retained until age 62, and supports the
retention of experienced military technicians.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 512 - Extension of time period for transfer or discharge of
certain Army and Alir Force reserve component general officers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 514) that would
amend section 14314 of title 10, United States Code, to
authorize Army and Air Force reserve component general officers
to continue serving in an active status or on active duty for up
to 60 days after ceasing to occupy a general officer position.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 514).
The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 513 - Expanded authority to continue reserve component
officers in certain military specialties on the reserve active-
status 1list

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 512) that would
amend section 14701 (a) of title 10, United States Code, to
authorize the Secretaries of the military departments to
selectively continue on the reserve Active-Status list, for up
to 40 years of commissioned service, Reserve component officers
above the grade of 0-2 in designated military specialties.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 512).

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 514 - Transfer to the Space Force of covered space
functions of the Air National Guard of the United States

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 521) that would
allow the Secretary of the Air Force, during the transition
period, to transfer to the Space Force the covered space
functions of the Air National Guard of the United States,
subject to section 104 of title 32, United States Code, and
section 18238 of title 10, United States Code.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 515) that would require the Secretary of the Air
Force to transfer such covered space functions to the Space
Force without regard to section 104 of title 32, United States
Code, and section 18238 of title 10, United States Code.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with technical
amendments.

The April 2024 Department of the Air Force report titled
“Report on the Feasibility of the Consolidation or Transfer of
Space Functions of the National Guard to the Space Force” did
not include the 222nd Command and Control Squadron as a “covered
space function.” We direct the Secretary of the Air Force, in
consultation with the Chief of Space Operations, the Director of
the National Reconnaissance Organization (NRO), the Chief of the
National Guard Bureau, and the Director of the Air National
Guard, to submit a report to the Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and the House of Representatives, not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this Act, that assesses
the organizational future of the 222nd, focusing on options that
ensure the unit’s continued support to the NRO while accounting
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for its broader integration into U.S. space missions. The report
shall include an assessment of the following three potential
arrangements:

(1) Transfer to the United States Space Force;

(2) Retention within the Air National Guard. This
option should assess the feasibility of keeping the 222nd within
the Air National Guard and the measures necessary to preserve
and enhance its space-related mission in support of the NRO,
including any necessary agreements between the 222nd, the
National Guard Bureau, and the Space Force; and

(3) Establishment of a hybrid structure involving
Both Space Force and Air National Guard Personnel. This option
should consider the establishment of a hybrid structure that
would combine Space Force and Air National Guard personnel
maintain the unique strengths of both organizations.

Sec. 515 - Notice to Congress regarding reapportionment of
National Guard force structure

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 516) that would authorize the Chief of the National Guard
Bureau to exempt any State National Guard from the National
Guard Bureau's leveling initiative within the Air National
Guard.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would require the Chief of the National Guard
Bureau, in consultation with the service secretary concerned, to
provide notice to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives at least 60 days in advance of
a reapportionment of National Guard force structure, together
with a description of the details of the proposed
reapportionment.

SUBTITLE C—GENERAL SERVICE AUTHORITIES,
DECORATIONS AND AWARDS, AND MILITARY
RECORDS

Sec. 521 - Technical and conforming amendments relating to
members of the Space Force

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 525) that would make technical and conforming amendments
related to the Space Force to various sections of titles 10 and
37, United States Code, and to footnote 2 of the table titled
"ENLISTED MEMBERS" in section 601 of the John Warner National
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Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109-
364) .

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
conforming amendment.

Sec. 522 - Modified authority to provide protection to senior
leaders of the Department of Defense and other specified persons

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 526) that would amend section 714 of title 10, United
States Code, to authorize the provision of protective services
for former senior leaders of the Department of Defense and other
specified persons outside of the United States.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would authorize Secretary of Defense to delegate
the authority under section 714 to a level not lower than the
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence and Security, permit
temporary protection under certain circumstances while a final
decision is pending, and update congressional notice
requirements.

Sec. 523 - Improving military administrative review

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 528) that would amend section 1552 of title 10, United
States Code, to require publicly available final decisions of
the boards for the correction of military records to include a
summary of each decision and to be indexed by subject matter.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would establish the effective date of the
provision as October 1, 2026.

Sec. 524 - Determination of active duty service commitment for
recipients of fellowships, grants, and scholarships

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 552) that would amend section 2603 (b) of title 10, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretaries of the military
departments to determine the Active-Duty service obligations for
certain members on Active Duty who receive fellowships, grants,
and scholarships.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would establish a minimum Active-Duty service
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commitment for officers who are recipients of fellowships,
grants, and scholarships.

Sec. 525 - Authority to designate certain separated members of
the Air Force as honorary separated members of the Space Force

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 522) that would
amend chapter 933 of title 10, United States Code, by adding a
new section that would authorize the Secretary of the Air Force
to designate certain separated members of the Air Force as
Legacy Guardians.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 526 - Authorizations for certain awards

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 593) that would waive the time limitations specified in
section 7274 of title 10, United States Code, to authorize the
President to award the Medal of Honor to Roderick W. Edmonds for
acts of valor while serving in the Army in World War II; and to
authorize the President to award the Distinguished Service Cross
to William D. Owens for acts of valor while serving in the Army
in World War ITI.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would waive the time limitations specified in
section 7274 of title 10, United States Code, to authorize the
award of the Medal of Honor to Mr. Roddie Edmonds for his
valorous actions as then-Master Sergeant Edmonds from January 27
to March 30, 1945.

Sec. 527 - Posthumous advancement of General John D. Lavelle,
United States Air Force, on the retired 1ist

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 526) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to issue a recommendation to
the President and the Senate regarding the restoration of the
retired rank of Major General John D. Lavelle based on the most
recent recommendation of the Air Force Board for Correction of
Military Records.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a related
provision (sec. 592) that would authorize the advancement of
Major General Lavelle on the retired list to the grade of
lieutenant general. The Senate provision is consistent with, and
implements the recommendation of, the report of the Honorable
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William Webster, who after an extensive review of the historical
record and Major General Lavelle's service, recommended that he
be advanced on the retired list to the grade of lieutenant
general.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

SUBTITLE D—RECRUITMENT

Sec. 531 - Expansion of report on future servicemember
preparatory course

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 539) that would
amend section 546 (d) of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) by adding additional
reporting requirements from the Secretary concerned about the
efficacy of the future servicemember preparatory course
implemented under such section and any proposed improvements to
such preparatory course.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 551) that would amend section 546 (d) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31) to modify the graduation requirements for a future
servicemember preparatory course established under such section.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would fully incorporate the requirements of the
Senate provision.

Sec. 532 - Promoting military, national, and public service

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 599A) that would amend section 15 of the Military
Selective Service Act (50 USC 3813) to update the types of
information that the Department of Defense may obtain from the
Selective Service System.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 533 - Military recruiter physical access to campuses

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 537) that would
amend subpart 2 of Part F of title VIII of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7901 et seqg.) by
inserting a new section to require local educational agencies to
provide military recruiters the same access to the campus of
each secondary school that is provided to any prospective
employer, institution of higher education, or other recruiter.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 595).

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would substitute the Committees on Armed Services
of the Senate and the House of Representatives for the Secretary
of Education as the designated recipient of annual reporting
requirements related to compliance with the provision.

Sec. 534 - Military Entrance Processing Command: acceleration of
review of medical records

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 597) that would require the Under Secretary of Defense for
Personnel and Readiness to develop a 2-year pilot program for
joint reserve component support to the United States Military
Entrance Processing Command (MEPS) to accelerate the review of
recruit medical records.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of Defense to
implement a program to use health care providers from any
component of the Armed Forces to support MEPS by reviewing
prospective recruit medical records and to issue a briefing and
a report to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives regarding such program.

Sec. 535 - Medical Accession Records Pilot program: notice of
termination

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 597A) that would require the Secretary of Defense to
submit a review of military accession standards, and any ongoing
plans to modify them, to the congressional defense committees
not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of Defense to notify
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives at least 1 year prior to terminating the Medical
Accessions Records Pilot program.

Sec. 536 - Provision of information regarding Federal service to
certain persons ineligible to enlist in certain Armed Forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 592) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to issue regulations within 180
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days of the enactment of this Act directing the service
secretaries to provide to individuals unqualified to enlist in
the Armed Forces information concerning other Federal service
for which they may be qualified.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 599B) that would require Under Secretary of
Defense for Personnel and Readiness, by not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, to develop and
begin offering a course on service opportunities within the
defense industrial base and as a Federal civilian employee, to
individuals who volunteer to serve in the Armed Forces, but who
do not meet accession standards.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 537 - Reimbursement of applicants to certain Armed Forces
for certain medical costs incurred during military entrance
processing

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 533) that would
authorize the Secretary of Defense to reimburse an individual
who applies to join a covered Armed Force for costs incurred by
such individual for a medical appointment required for military
entrance processing.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would sunset this provision 3 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act and add a recurring briefing
requirement on the scope, costs, and efficacy of this program.

Sec. 538 - Authority to modernize recruitment for the Army

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 534) that would
require the Secretary of the Army, not later than September 30,
2025, to modernize recruitment for the Army in order to attract
and retain fit and ready individuals to serve as members of the
Army.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would make this authority permissive and would
make other technical and conforming amendments.

We note that the Secretary of the Army has already
implemented a recruiting modernization initiative that would
substantially comply with the requirements of this provision.
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Sec. 539 - Program of military recruitment and education at the
National September 11 Memorial and Museum

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 536) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to seek to enter into an
agreement with an entity that operates the National September 11
Memorial and Museum under which such Secretary and such entity
carry out a program at the museum to promote military
recruitment and education.

A proposed amendment (Senate Amendment 3290) to the Senate
committee-reported bill contained an identical provision (sec.
5591) .

The agreement includes this provision.

Sec. 539A - Maritime workforce promotion and recruitment

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 3536) that
would enact the Maritime Workforce and Recruitment Act to
strengthen the maritime workforce of the United States Coast
Guard and United States Navy.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of the Navy, in
consultation with appropriate Federal agencies, to establish a
targeted campaign to educate and recruit potential workers in
the maritime sector.

SUBTITLE E—TRAINING

Sec. 541 - Improvements to financial literacy training

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 561) that would amend section 992 of title 10, United
States Code, to make several updates to the existing requirement
for the Secretary of the military department concerned to
provide comprehensive financial literacy training.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would strike the reporting requirements and
simplify the requirement to provide information related to
retirement to military personnel attending financial literacy
training.

Sec. 542 - Extension of JROTC programs to the Job Corps
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 585) that would amend section 2031 of title 10, United
States Code, to authorize Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps
programs to be established at Job Corps centers.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 543 - Minimum number of participating students required to
establish or maintain a unit of JROTC

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 543) that amend
section 2031 (b) (1) (A) of title 10, United States Code, to reduce
the minimum number of students required to establish a unit of
the Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps to 50 students.

The Senate-committee reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 581).

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 544 - JROTC waiting 1ist

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 583) that would amend section 2031 (c) of title 10, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of a military department
to maintain a prioritized waiting list of secondary educational
institutions that have requested to host a unit of the Junior
Reserve Officers' Training Corps and have not yet been approved.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 545 - Number of Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps
units

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 584) that would amend section 2031 of title 10, United
States Code, to increase the minimum and maximum number of
required units of the Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps to
3,500 and 4,100, respectively. The requirements of this
provision would not take effect until October 1, 2026.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 546 - Required constitutional law training

The House bill contained a (provision (sec. 549C) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to ensure that all
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commissioned officers of the Armed Forces receive training on
the Constitution of the United States prior to commissioning.
The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 559).
The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 547 - Prohibition on Federal funds for the Department of
Defense Countering Extremism Work Group

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1761) that
would prohibit the use of Federal funds for the continued
operation of the Countering Extremism Working Group, or to
implement any of its recommendations.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would prohibit the use of funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act to fund the Department of Defense
Countering Extremism Working Group established by Secretary of
Defense memorandum on April 9, 2021.

SUBTITLE F—MEMBER EDUCATION

Sec. 551 - Expansion of international engagement authorities for
Service Academies

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 542) that would
amend section 347 of title 10, United States Code, subsection
(a) (1) (B), by striking "60" and inserting "80."

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 552 - Modification of authority to engage in funded and
unfunded law education programs

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549L) that
would amend section 2004 of title 10, United States Code, to
authorize unfunded legal education programs in the military
services. Such provision would also amend section 403 of title
10, United States Code, to authorize basic allowance for housing
for military members attending a schooling program under section
2004 of title 10, United States Code.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 554) that would amend section 2004 of title 10,
United States Code, to authorize unfunded legal education

84



programs in the military services that would not count against
the funded legal education programs authorized elsewhere in such
section.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would temporarily expand the eligibility for
funded educational expenses under section 2004 of title 10,
United States Code, to a maximum of 35 members per year for a
period of 3 years. The agreement also contains a clarifying
amendment.

Sec. 553 - Additional admissions authority for the Uniformed
Services University of the Health Sciences

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 544) that would
amend section 2114 (f) (2) of title 10, United States Code, to
increase the number of foreign students participating in
military medical exchange programs at the Uniformed Services
University of the Health Sciences (USUHS) from 40 to 50 persons
at any one time.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would add a new section to chapter 104 of title
10, United States Code, to authorize the Secretary of Defense to
enroll up to 10 foreign medical students and up to 40 foreign
students in all other postdoctoral, postgraduate, and
certificate programs of USUHS, subject to certain specified
constraints.

Sec. 554 - Professional military education: technical correction
to definitions

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 545) that would
amend section 2151 (b) of title 10, United States Code, by
striking National Defense Intelligence College and replacing it
with National Intelligence University.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 555 - Distance education option for professional military
education

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 555) that would amend section 2154 of title 10, United
States Code, to require distance education programs used to
satisfy Phase I or Phase II Joint Professional Military
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Education requirements to include pathways for students to
complete these programs in a fully remote status and without
requiring any in-person attendance.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would limit the applicability of this provision
to members of the reserve component.

Sec. 556 - Authority to accept gifts of services for
professional military education institutions

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 546) that would
authorize professional military education institutions to accept
gifts of services.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 557 - Alternative service obligation for a cadet or
midshipman who becomes a professional athlete

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 548) that would
authorize service academy graduates to play professional sports
and fulfill their service obligation through reserve duty in a
recruiting position.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that authorizes a separate alternative service
obligation for service academy graduates to play professional
sports and limits the number of transfers the Service Secretary
could approve each year under such alternative service
obligation.

Sec. 558 - Service Academies: Boards of Visitors

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549) that would
reform the service academies’ boards of visitors.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would limit reforms to an updated process for
appointment of congressional members of the board of visitors of
military service academies.

Sec. 559 - Modernizing Marine Corps Platoon Leaders (Class
college tuition assistance program to account for inflation
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 553) that would amend section 16401 of title 10, United
States Code, by increasing the financial assistance available to
participants in the Marine Corps Platoon Leaders Class College
Tuition Assistance Program from $5,200 to $13,800 for any
academic year and by reducing the number of eligible
participants from 1,200 to 450.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 559A - Information on nominations and applications for
military service academies

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 560) that would amend section 575 of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2021 (Public Law 116-283) to modify the date for the Department
of Defense to establish a uniform online portal for military
service academy nominations to December 31, 2026.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 559B - Ensuring access to certain higher education benefits

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549D) that
would require the Secretary of Defense and Secretary of
Education to jointly complete a data matching process to
identify certain covered employees of the Department of Defense
who made student loan payments eligible for public service loan
forgiveness under section 455(m) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087e(m), and to certify the employment of such
individuals and their qualifying payments.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 559C - Service Academies: referral of applicants to the
senior military colleges and units of the Senior Reserve Officer
Training Corps

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549E) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to establish a system
where an individual may elect to have the Secretary share
information regarding the individual with a senior military
college.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.
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The agreement includes the House provision with a
clarifying amendment.

Sec. 559D - Pilot program to provide graduate education
opportunities for enlisted members of the Army and Navy

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549F) that
would require the Secretaries of the Navy and Army to conduct a
pilot program for enlisted personnel to enroll in a master’s
degree program at the Naval Postgraduate School.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would authorize the Secretaries of the Navy and
Army to jointly conduct a 6-year pilot program under which
certain enlisted personnel of the covered Armed Forces may
enroll in a master's degree program at the Naval Postgraduate
School. The amendment would also require the Secretary of
Defense, prior to the expiration of the 6-year pilot period, to
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report that provides an assessment of
the success of the pilot, along with any recommendations
regarding the continuation of the pilot.

Sec. 559FE - Prohibition on use of Federal funds to endorse
critical race theory

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1049A) that
would prohibit a Department of Defense employee from promoting,
endorsing, or advocating certain race-based theories.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would prohibit the use of funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act to be used to promote critical race
theory at Department of Defense educational institutions, in
military training, or in professional military education.

SUBTITLE G—MILITARY JUSTICE AND OTHER LEGAL
MATTERS

Sec. 561 - Clarifying amendment to Article 2 of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice

A proposed amendment (amendment number 3290) to the Senate
committee-reported bill contained a provision (sec. 5531) that
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would amend article 2 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice
(10 U.S.C. 802) to clarify that retired members of the Space
Force who voluntarily retired for length of service are subject
to the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 562 - Authority of special trial counsel with respect to
certain offenses occurring before effective date of military
justice reforms

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 551) that would
amend article 24a of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ)
(10 U.S.C. 824a) to expand the authority of special trial
counsel to exercise jurisdiction over offenses occurring prior
to December 28, 2023, as enacted in section 531 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-
31). This would include the three covered offenses added by
sections 541 (a) and 541 (b) of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-
263) .

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 542).

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 563 - Detailing of appellate defense counsel

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 552) that would
amend article 65 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ)
(10 U.S.C. 865) to require the assignment of appellate defense
counsel to review a record of conviction subject to automatic
appeal and to be available to represent an accused before the
Court of Criminal Appeals if the accused desires such
representation. The provision would also require assignment of
appellate defense counsel upon the written request of the
accused for representation for convictions that do not qualify
for automatic review. The provision would also require a
complete review of a record of conviction by appellate defense
counsel only in those cases where the accused has not
affirmatively waived the right to appeal.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 535).

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 564 - Modification to offense of aiding the enemy under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 553) that would
amend article 103b of the Uniform Code of Military Justice
(UCMJ) (10 U.S.C. 903b) to include providing military education,
military training, or giving tactical advice to the enemy as
prohibited acts under the UCMJ.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 533).

The agreement includes this provision.

Sec. 565 - Removal of marriage as a defense to article 120b
offenses

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 540) that would amend article 120b of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice (10 U.S.C. 920b) to remove marriage as a
defense to the offense of rape and sexual assault of a child.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 566 - Consolidation of military justice reporting
requirements for the military departments

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 531) that would amend section 940a of title 10, United
States Code, to consolidate duplicative military Jjustice
reporting requirements.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

The provision does not change the essence of the reporting
requirements, it merely consolidates duplicative reports.

Sec. 567 - Term of office for judges of the Court of Military
Commission Review

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 532) that would amend section 950f of title 10, United
States Code, to establish a 10-year term for civilian appellate
judges of the Court of Military Commission Review.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 568 - Continuity of coverage under certain provisions of
title 18, United States Code
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 524) that would make technical and conforming amendments
to sections 202 and 209 of title 18, United States Code, by
extending the definition of special government employee to
officers of the Space Force.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 569 - Correction of certain citations in title 18, United
States Code, relating to sexual offenses

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 559) that would
amend part I of title 18, United States Code, to correct certain
citations contained in that part relating to certain federal
sexual abuse offenses.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 569A - Modification of timeline for potential
implementation of study on unanimous court-martial verdicts

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 554) that would
amend section 536 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) to require the Secretary of
Defense to provide a description of any milestones or other
requirements that would need to be met to enact legislation in
calendar year 2025 instead of calendar year 2027 to require
unanimous court-martial verdicts.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary's submission to
enable enactment by calendar year 2026.

Sec. 569B - Removal of personally identifying and other
information of certain persons from the Department of Defense
Central Index of Investigations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 557) that would
amend chapter 79 of title 10, United States Code, to require the
Secretary of Defense to develop and implement uniform guidance
for the modification of titling and indexing systems to ensure
that a record identifying a member or former member of the Armed
Forces as the subject of a criminal investigation is removed
from such system if that member or former member is cleared of
wrongdoing as described.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 541) that would amend section 545 of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2021 (Public Law 116-283) to require the Secretary of Defense,
not later than October 1, 2025, to establish a process by which
a person may request that the person’s name, personally
identifying information, and other information pertaining to the
person be corrected in, or expunged or otherwise removed from,
an index item or entry in the Department of Defense Central
Index of Investigations.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 569C - Expanded command notifications to victims of
domestic violence

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 555) that would
amend section 549 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92) to require commanders to
ensure that a domestic violence victim, or their Special
Victims’ Counsel or other legal representative, is notified of a
disciplinary action taken in a domestic violence case not
referred to court-martial.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 536).

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 569D - Extension of Defense Advisory Committee on
Investigation, Prosecution, and Defense of Sexual Assault in the
Armed Forces

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 538) that would amend section 546 (f) (1) of the Carl Levin
and Howard P. "Buck" McKeon National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291) to extend the Defense
Advisory Committee on Investigation, Prosecution, and Defense of
Sexual Assault in the Armed Forces for an additional 5 years.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 569FE - Analysis on the advisability of revising Military
Rule of Evidence 513

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 558) that would

require the Joint Service Committee on Military Justice to
develop recommendations for modifying rule 513
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of the Military Rules of Evidence (as set forth in part III of
the Manual for Courts-Martial) to include diagnoses of a patient
and treatments prescribed to a patient as confidential
communications subject to the psychotherapist-patient privilege.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 544).

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of Defense to analyze
the advisability of modifying rule 513 to include diagnoses of a
patient and treatments prescribed to a patient as confidential
communications subject to the psychotherapist-patient privilege.
The amendment would also require the Secretary of Defense to
submit a report to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives on the results of this
analysis. We direct the Secretary of Defense to submit this
report by not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

Sec. 569F - Analysis of prohibition on broadcast and
distribution of digitally manipulated intimate images under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 556) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to develop recommendations for
modifying the offense of indecent viewing, wvisual recording, or
broadcasting under section 920c of title 10, United States Code
(article 120c of the Uniform Code of Military Justice) to
clarify its applicability to the broadcasting and distribution
of digitally manipulated intimate images.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of Defense to analyze
the feasibility and advisability of, and potential approaches
to, modifying the offense of indecent viewing, visual recording,
or broadcasting under section 920c of title 10, United States
Code (article 120c of the Uniform Code of Military Justice) to
clarify its applicability to the broadcasting and distribution
of digitally manipulated intimate images, and to provide a
report to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives on the results of this analysis.

SUBTITLE H—CAREER TRANSITION

Sec. 571 - Pathway for individualized counseling for members of
the reserve components under TAP
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 565) that would
amend section 1142 of title 10, United States Code, to require
the Secretary concerned to provide a counseling pathway for
members of the reserve component under the Transition Assistance
Program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 572 - Extension of Troops-to-Teachers Program

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 5560) that would amend section 1154 of title 10, United
States Code, to reduce the total number of stipends authorized
to be paid under the troops-to-teachers program to 3,000; and
that would extend the mandate for the Secretary of Defense to
maintain the troops-to-teachers program until 2029.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would strike the portion of the Senate provision
related to limiting Office of the Secretary of Defense travel
spending.

Sec. 573 - Extension and expansion of report on the Transition
Assistance Program of the Department of Defense

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 597) that would
direct the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness to conduct a comprehensive study on military grace
period reforms, specifically focusing on the impact of unit
tasking during the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) on the
ability of servicemembers to transition to civilian life.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would modify the reporting requirements in
section 552 (b) of the John S. McCain National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232) in
lieu of adding a new reporting requirement under the House
provision. Under the amendment, Section 552 (b) of such Act would
be amended to extend an annual reporting requirement by 3 years
and require such annual report to include information about
attendance, exemptions, and implementation challenges related to
TAP.

Sec. 574 - Military training and competency records
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549H) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to establish a
centralized database, to be known as the "Military Training and
Competency Database," to record and maintain information
relating to training performed by members of the Armed Forces.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 529A) that would require the Secretaries of the
military departments to provide, not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, a training and competency
record for members of the Armed Forces. The Senate provision
would also require the Secretary of Defense to submit a report
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, not later than 2 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, on the implementation and usefulness of
the records.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

SUBTITLE I-FAMILY PROGRAMS AND CHIILD CARE

Sec. 581 - Interstate compacts for portability of occupational
licenses of military spouses: permanent authority

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1841) that
would amend section 1784 (h) of title 10, United States Code, to
authorize the Secretary of Defense to enter into a cooperative
agreement with the Council of State Governments for the purpose
of developing interstate licensure compacts for military
spouses.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 582 - Military Spouse Career Accelerator program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1842) that
would amend section 1784 of title 10, United States Code, to
permanently authorize the Military Spouse Career Accelerator
program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would terminate this authorization on January 1,
2031.
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Sec. 583 - Competitive pay for Department of Defense child care
personnel

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1811) that
would amend section 1792 of title 10, United States Code, to
require that employees directly involved in military
installation child development programs are paid at rates of pay
competitive with market rates for childcare workers within the
correlating metropolitan or non-metropolitan statistical area,
but not below the Department of Defense minimum compensation
rates per pay band to acquire a stable and qualified civilian
childcare workforce.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would postpone the effective date of the
provision to April 1, 2025.

Sec. 584 - Posting of national child abuse hotline at military
child development centers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1813) that
would amend section 1794 of title 10, United States Code, to
revise regulations and processes addressing child abuse and harm
to children while attending a military child development center.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would strike the portions of the House provision
related to parental notification and remedies.

Sec. 585 - Additional information in outreach campaign relating
to waiting lists for military child development centers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1814) that
would expand the communication campaign established in section
585(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for the Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) to include additional information
regarding fee assistance for providers who are not nationally
accredited but are otherwise eligible under section 1798 of
title 10, United States Code.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.
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Sec. 586 - Expansion of annual briefing regarding waiting lists
for military child development centers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1817) that
would direct the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the
Secretaries of the military departments, to provide briefings to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives regarding childcare services at military child
development centers.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would add the additional reporting requirement to
section 585 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31), and limit the additional
reporting requirement to the 20 military installations with the
longest waiting lists for childcare.

Sec. 587 - Improvements relating to portability of professional
licenses of servicemembers and their spouses

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 1091) that would amend section 705A of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act (Public Law 108-189) to establish policies and
processes for interstate reciprocity of professional licenses of
servicemembers and their spouses.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would authorize background checks for covered
individuals, define "military orders" under this provision, and
modify the definition of a "covered license" under this
provision.

Sec. 588 - Child care services and youth program services for
dependents

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1816) that
would require the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the
military departments, to fully fund child care fee assistance
programs.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with a
technical amendment.
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Sec. 589 - Child care services and youth program services for
dependents: period of services for a member with a spouse
seeking employment

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1843) that
would expand eligibility for unemployed military spouses seeking
employment to receive childcare in Department of Defense Child
Development Programs, both on and off installation, to 180 days.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

Sec. 589A - Child development program staffing and compensation
model

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1107) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to redesign the
Department of Defense child development program compensation
model and modernize the child development program staffing
model.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 578).

The agreement includes the House provision with technical
and conforming amendments and an amendment that would require an
initial baseline briefing and subsequent annual briefings to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives regarding the planning for and implementation of
the modernized staffing model.

Sec. 589B - Inclusive Playground Pilot Program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 577) that would
require the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness to establish a pilot program for the design,
development, and construction of playgrounds that support
families in the Exceptional Family Member Program. Not later
than March 28, 2025, the Under Secretary would be required to
submit a strategy for the implementation of the program that
would detail governance structure, selection of military
installations for the program, and objectives.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 579A) that would require the Secretary of Defense, not
later than March 28, 2025, to submit a strategy on developing an
inclusive playground pilot program to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives. The
provision would further direct the Under Secretary of Defense
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for Personnel and Readiness to establish an inclusive playground
as described in the strategy.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary of Defense, not later
than March 1, 2026, to submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a plan
for the implementation of a military families inclusive
playground pilot program. The amendment would also prohibit the
implementation of the inclusive playground pilot program until
180 days after the Secretary submits the implementation plan and
until such time that funds are obligated for the design,
development, and construction of inclusive playgrounds as a
minor military construction project.

SUBTITLE J—DEPENDENT EDUCATION

Sec. 591 - Advisory committees for Department of Defense
domestic dependents schools

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 571) that would amend section 2164 of title 10, United
States Code, to establish school advisory committees at domestic
schools operated by the Department of Defense Education
Activity.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 592 - Eligibility of dependents of certain deceased members
of the Armed Forces for enrollment in Department of Defense
domestic dependent elementary and secondary schools

A proposed amendment (amendment number 3290) to the Senate
committee-reported bill contained a provision (sec. 5571) that
would amend section 2164 (j) of title 10, United States Code, to
allow the Secretary of Defense to authorize the enrollment of
certain dependents in a Department of Defense Education Activity
Education program.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 593 - Expansion of eligibility for virtual programs
operated by Department of Defense Education Activity

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision

(sec. 572) that would amend section 2164 (1) of title 10, United
States Code, to expand the eligibility for enrollment in wvirtual
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education programs offered by the Department of Defense
Education Activity.
The House bill contained no similar provision.
The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 594 - Authorization for school meal programs at Department
of Defense dependent schools

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 573) that would amend section 2164 of title 10, United
States Code, and section 1402 of the Defense Dependents'
Education Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-561) to authorize the
Secretary of Defense to administer a meal program, consistent
with Federal law and standards prescribed by the Secretary of
Agriculture, for students enrolled in Department of Defense
domestic dependent schools.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with a
technical amendment.

Sec. 595 - Eligibility of certain dependents for enrollment 1in
domestic dependent elementary and secondary schools

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 577) that would add a new section to chapter 208 of title
10, United States Code, to require the Secretary of Defense to
carry out a program under which dependents of a full-time,
Active Duty member may enroll in covered Department of Defense
Education Activity schools on a space-available basis, without
regard to whether the member resides on the installation.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 596 - Staffing of Department of Defense Education Activity
schools to maintain maximum student-to-teacher ratios

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 571) that would
amend section 589B(c) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public
Law 116-283) by striking "2023-2024 academic year" and inserting
"2029-2030 academic year."

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 574).

The agreement includes the House provision.
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Sec. 597 - Enrollment in defense dependents' education system of
children of foreign military members assigned to United Nations
Command

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 575) that would amend section 1404A of the Defense
Dependents' Education Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-561) to
authorize the enrollment of children of foreign military members
assigned to United Nations Command to Department of Defense
Education Activity schools.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the Senate provision.

Sec. 598 - Certain assistance to local educational agencies that
benefit dependents of military and civilian personnel

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 575) that would
authorize $50.0 million for the purpose of providing assistance
to local educational agencies with military dependent students
and $20.0 million for local educational agencies eligible to
receive a payment for children with severe disabilities.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a similar
provision (sec. 576) that would authorize $50.0 million for
continuation of the Department of Defense (DOD) assistance
program to local educational agencies impacted by enrollment of
dependent children of military members and DOD civilian
employees. The provision would also authorize $10.0 million for
impact aid payments for children with severe disabilities, using
the formula set forth in section 363 of the Floyd D. Spence
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (Public
Law 106-398). Furthermore, the provision would authorize the
Secretary of Defense to use an additional $20.0 million for
payments to local educational agencies determined by the
Secretary to have higher concentrations of military children
with severe disabilities.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an
amendment that would reduce the additional payments to local
educational agencies at the determination of the Secretary
concerned to $10.0 million.

Sec. 599 - Training requirements teachers in 21st century
schools of the Department of Defense Education Activity

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 572) that would
provide teacher bonuses for difficult to fill overseas
locations, ensure adequate teacher training for 21st century
classrooms, and establish a pilot program authorizing a select
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number of students in Bahrain to attend a local international
school through the Department of State regulations.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would strike the authorizations for teacher
bonuses at high-needs schools and the Bahrain school pilot
program.

We note that military dependents who reside overseas must
attend a Department of Defense Education Activity (DODEA) school
if available. We have heard complaints that the DODEA schools in
Bahrain have had several reported problems with parent-teacher
communication, long-term substitute teachers, and dwindling
academic offerings. As such, we direct the Comptroller General
of the United States to submit a report to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives,
not later than December 31, 2025, on the administration of DODEA
schools in Bahrain. Such report shall include:

(1) The number of classes in Bahrain DODEA schools
that had long-term substitute teachers in the last 3 school
years, by grade and subject-matter;

(2) The number of Advanced Placement (AP) courses
offered in-person in Bahrain DODEA schools over the last 3
school years, by year offered;

(3) An assessment of how AP course offerings in
Bahrain DODEA schools compare to other overseas DODEA schools;

(4) An assessment of issues related to communication
between the DODEA Bahrain school administrations and parents;
and

(5) An assessment of special education capabilities
and requirements in the Bahrain DODEA schools.

Sec. 599A - Overseas transfer program for educators in schools
operated by the Department of Defense Education Activity

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 574) that would
require the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the
Director of the Department of Defense Education Activity
(DODEA), to develop and implement a program whereby teachers at
DODEA schools may transfer to overseas locations.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an
amendment that would require the Secretary to develop and
implement a policy allowing for teachers at overseas DODEA
schools to transfer to other overseas DODEA schools. We expect
that such policy will adhere to existing law, including being
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subject to collective bargaining agreements between DODEA and
their employees.

Sec. 599B - Parental right to notice of student nonproficiency
in reading or language arts

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 578) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to ensure that each elementary
school operated by the Department of Defense Education Activity
notifies the parents of any student enrolled in such school when
the student does not score as grade-level proficient in reading
or language arts at the end of the third grade based on certain
reading and language arts assessments administered by such
school.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement includes the House provision.

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS NOT ADOPTED

Grade of Surgeon General of the Navy

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 501) that would
amend sections 525 and 8077 of title 10, United States Code, to
require the Surgeon General of the Navy to serve in the grade of
0-9.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Removal of exemption relating to Attending Physician to the
Congress for certain distribution and grade limitations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 503) that would
amend section 525 of title 10, United States Code, to remove the
exemption for the Attending Physician to the Congress from the
limitation on that officer's Armed Force for officers serving on
Active Duty in grades above brigadier general or rear admiral
(lower half).

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Modification to grade of Attending Physician to the Congress

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 505) that would
amend section 715 of title 10, United States Code, to require
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that an officer serving as the Attending Physician to the
Congress hold the grade of 0-6 while so serving.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Inclusion of service in SROTC in the computation of length of
service of an officer appointed for completing SROTC

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 507) that would
amend section 2106 of title 10, United States Code, to require
inclusion of time served in any component of the Armed Forces
while attending advanced training under section 2104 of title
10, United States Code, in the computation of length of service
of a servicemember.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the House provision would have created a
disparity in the treatment of Active-Duty service in length of
service calculations between those officers that attended
advanced training under section 2104 of title 10, United States
Code, while concurrently serving as Active-Duty enlisted members
of the Armed Forces; and those officers that were enrolled at
designated service schools while concurrently serving as Active-
Duty cadets or midshipmen under section 101(d) of title 10,
United States Code.

Grades of certain chiefs of reserve components

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 511) that would
amend sections 7038, 8083, 8084, and 9038 of title 10, United
States Code, to require the chief of each military service
reserve component to serve in the grade of lieutenant general or
vice admiral.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the chiefs of these reserve components
already serve in the grade of lieutenant general or vice
admiral.

Feasibility of establishing a unit of the National Guard in

American Samoa and in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 513) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to determine the feasibility of
establishing: (1) A unit of the National Guard in American
Samoa; and (2) A unit of the National Guard in the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, and to report to Congress
within 180 days of the enactment of this Act on the results of
this determination.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to assess the
feasibility and advisability of establishing units of the
National Guard in American Samoa and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marian Islands, and to submit a briefing to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, by not later than April 1, 2025, on the results
of this assessment.

Merit-based principles for military personnel decisions in the
Department of Defense

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 523) that would
require all personnel actions within the Department of Defense
to be based on individual merit and demonstrated performance.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that section 529C of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31)
requires that military accessions and promotions be based on
individual merit and demonstrated performance.

Next of kin of deceased members of certain armed forces:
database,; privacy

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 524) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to issue guidance to establish
and maintain a database containing up-to-date contact
information for next of kin of deceased servicemembers.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Marine Corps permeability pilot program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 525) that would
authorize the Commandant of the Marine Corps to carry out a
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pilot program under which a member may move between the active
reserve components of the Marine Corps more easily.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Space Force Personnel System under
chapter 2001 of title 10, United States Code, provides a model
for increased permeability of officers between the active and
reserve components of the Armed Forces.

Prohibition of requirement in the Department of Defense to wear
a mask to stop the spread of COVID-19

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 527) that would
prohibit the Secretary of Defense from requiring an individual
to wear a mask on a military installation in the United States
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Elimination of offices of diversity, equity, and inclusion and
personnel of such offices

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 528) that would
eliminate offices of the Armed Forces and of the Department of
Defense established to promote diversity, equity, and inclusion.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Posthumous commission as captain in the regular Army for Milton
Holland

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 529) that would
posthumously commission Milton Holland, who, while sergeant
major of the 5th Regiment, United States Colored Infantry, was
awarded the Medal of Honor in recognition of his actions on
September 29, 1864, during the Battle of Chaffin's Farm,
Virginia.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize and honor Milton Holland for his incredible
bravery and valor while serving in the Civil War, for which he
was awarded the Medal of Honor. We note that the President
currently has the authority to posthumously commission Milton
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Holland and that the Army is in the process of reviewing this
matter.

Authorization of members awarded certain decorations to wear the
uniform when not on active duty

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 529A) that
would amend section 772 of title 10, United States Code, by
adding a new subsection to authorize members awarded certain
decorations to wear the uniform when not on Active Duty.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that under section 772 of title 10, United States
Code, retired members of the Armed Forces are authorized to wear
their uniforms without any restrictions based upon the awards or
decorations they received, as are former members of the Armed
Services who served honorably in a time of war.

Review of adverse action against a chaplain who requested
exemption from the COVID-19 vaccination mandate

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 529B) that
would require, not later than 6 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the establishment of boards under section
1552 or 1553 of title 10, United States Code, as applicable, to
review the military personnel record, or the characterization of
a discharge or dismissal, of a current or former chaplain in an
Armed Force who suffered an adverse personnel action as a result
of, arising from, or in conjunction with, requesting a religious
exemption from the COVID-19 vaccination mandate.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that sections 526 and 527 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31)
required the establishment of processes to consider
reinstatement, and to review the characterization of discharge,
of servicemembers separated solely on the basis of their failure
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.

Selective Service System: automatic registration
The House bill contained a provision (sec. 531) that would
provide for automatic registration of male citizens and males

residing in the United States between the ages of 18 and 26 in
the Selective Service System.

107



The Senate committee-reported bill contained similar
provisions (sec. 598, sec. 598A, sec. 598B, sec. 598C and sec.
598D) that would authorize automatic registration for all
citizens and persons residing in the United States, as well as
make other reforms and technical modifications to the Military
Selective Service Act and related statutes.

The agreement does not include either provision.

Prohibition on cannabis testing for enlistment or commission in
certain Armed Forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 532) that would
prohibit cannabis testing as a condition of enlistment or
commission in the Armed Forces.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained a provision
(sec. 599) that would require the Secretary of Defense to ensure
that all prospective recruits and officer candidates undergo
testing for controlled substances prior to enlistment or
appointment as an officer in the Armed Forces.

The agreement does not include either provision.

Recruitment strategy for members of the Armed Forces who were
discharged or dismissed on the sole basis of failure to obey a
lawful order to receive a vaccine for COVID-19

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 535) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to develop and implement a
strategy to specifically recruit individuals discharged or
dismissed from an Armed Force on the sole basis of failure to
obey a lawful order to receive a vaccine for COVID-19 to be
reinstated in the Armed Force concerned.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Section 528 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) required the Secretary of
Defense to communicate to individuals discharged or dismissed
from an Armed Force on the sole basis of failure to obey a
lawful order to receive a vaccine for COVID-19 the process by
which the individual could be reinstated in the Armed Forces.
All military departments have communicated the options for
reinstatement to the separated individuals.

Improving oversight of military recruitment practices in public
secondary schools
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 538) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to submit to the congressional
defense committees an annual report on military recruitment
practices in public secondary schools during calendar year 2024
and each subsequent calendar year.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the data that would be reported under this
provision is already collected and available for review by the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives at any time.

Increase to maximum funding for the Regional Defense Fellowship
Program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 541) that would
amend section 345 of title 10, United States Code, to adjust the
maximum funding amount for the Regional Defense Fellowship
Program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Service Academies: appointments and additional appointees

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 547) that would
require that the admissions processes for the military service
academies are based on a whole candidate score regardless of
race or ethnicity.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Inclusion of certain information in annual military service
academy reports

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549A) that
would include in annual military service academy reports the
number of substantiated cases of sexual misconduct for which
there is reason to believe that a victim was targeted, or
discriminated against, or both, for their status in a protected
group.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.
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We note that this data is collected as part of the Armed
Forces Workplace and Gender Relations Survey, pursuant to
section 481 of title 10, United States Code, as amended by
section 591 of the National Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31).

Naval Postgraduate School: function

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549B) that
would expand the Naval Postgraduate School’s (NPS) mission.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize the importance of the Naval Postgraduate
School in providing defense-focused graduate education to
advance the operational effectiveness, technological leadership,
and warfighting advantage of the naval service. We acknowledge
that NPS’s curriculum and research must continue to adapt to
prepare defense leaders with the intellectual capabilities to
meet operational and strategic challenges in an increasingly
dynamic and complex security environment. Therefore, we direct
the Secretary of the Navy to provide a report to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, not later than December 1, 2025, on the mission
of NPS in section 8541 of title 10, United States Code,
including:

(1) An assessment of whether the NPS function 1is
sufficient to allow for reform and modernization of NPS
curricula and research in response to new strategic environments
and emerging technologies;

(2) The feasibility and advisability of expanding
the NPS function; and

(3) Any recommendations for changes to the NPS
function.

Air Force rapid response language pilot program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549G) that
would require the Secretary of the Air Force to establish a
rapid response language pilot program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize that foreign language skills are a critical
mission enabler for signals intelligence and other military
activities. We acknowledge the need for the Air Force to provide
dynamic language capabilities to respond to unforeseen
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requirements, conflict surges, humanitarian disasters, or other
military needs. This need is underscored by the evolving global
security landscape, which necessitates agility in language
proficiency across a spectrum of languages, some of which may
currently have limited to no capability within the Department of
Defense. We note the Air Force’s Language Enabled Airman Program
(LEAP) currently develops working-level foreign language
proficiency for airmen.

Therefore, we direct the Secretary of the Air Force to
provide a briefing to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives, not later than April 1,
2025, on critical language proficiency in the Air Force. The
briefing should include information on the current status of
LEAP, other foreign language programs offered to airmen,
challenges to increasing language readiness in response to
current and emergent needs, a description of the process for
coordinating with the Army as the executive agent for contract
linguist support, any plans to expand the reach of LEAP or other
foreign language programs in the future, and any additional
resources needed to support linguist regquirements.

Military vehicle operator training program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549I) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to establish a
standardized training curriculum for military vehicle
operations, encompassing both classroom and practical training
components.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize that rollover incidents continue to be an
ongoing safety issue for the Army and the Marine Corps. We also
note the Marine Corps has instituted multiple lines of effort to
address safety mishaps and are interested in hearing about how
these efforts have led to changes in training and protocol.
Therefore, we direct the Commandant of the Marine Corps and the
Chief of Staff of the Army, not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, to provide a briefing to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives on efforts to mitigate vehicle mishaps.

Speech disorders of cadets and midshipmen

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549J) that
would require the Superintendents of the military service
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academies to provide testing for speech disorders to incoming
cadets and midshipmen.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Department of Defense provided a directed
briefing on this issue in May 2022, detailing the necessity for
officers to speak clearly and effectively while leading troops;
noting the availability of medical waivers in certain
circumstances for physical or medical standards; providing the
Reading Aloud Test administered to applicants; highlighting
that, on average, only one prospective student per year is
denied admission for a speech disorder; and describing the
availability of speech therapy.

Annual training on the prevention of sexual abuse for students
in the Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549K) that
would require annual training for Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps participants on prevention of sexual abuse.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note the training that would be required under the
House provision is already required by section 2031 of title 10,
United States Code, as amended by section 552 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-
31).

Dive school required element of qualification as a combat
controller of the Air Force

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 549M) that
would direct the Secretary of the Air Force to require that
training to qualify as a combat controller of the Air Force
includes dive school.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Air Force changed the requirement for
combat controllers to be combat dive qualified from an initial
skill to an advanced skill in 2023. We direct the Secretary of
the Air Force to provide a briefing to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives, not
later than June 1, 2025, on the advisability of restoring dive
school qualification as a required element of initial training
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for combat controllers. The briefing should include information
on the justification for changing it to an advanced skill,
which, i1if any, special tactics operators require advanced dive
school training, the benefits of dive school training in
executing special tactics missions, and any other information
the Secretary deems relevant.

Modifications to Transition Assistance Program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 561) that would
amend section 1142 of title 10, United States Code, to authorize
the Secretary concerned to waive the requirement of pre-
separation counseling for servicemembers. Additionally, this
section would permit servicemembers who reenlist to receive pre-
separation counseling on a space available basis.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Minimum duration of preseparation counseling regarding financial
planning

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 562) that would
amend section 1142 of title 10, United States Code, to add
counseling to the financial planning section of the Transition
Assistance Program, and to require the financial planning
assistance and counseling section to last at least 1 hour.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that servicemembers currently receive financial
counseling and training, both during the Transition Assistance
Program and throughout their time in service.

Transition Assistance Program: presentation in preseparation
counseling to promote benefits available to veterans

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 563) that would
amend section 1142 (b) of title 10, United States Code, to
require veterans service organizations (VSOs) to provide
information to servicemembers participating in pre-separation
counseling under the Transition Assistance Program (TAP).

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize the critical role that VSOs play in the
transition of servicemembers to civilian life and veteran
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status, particularly in the preparation, presentation, and
adjudication of Veterans Affairs (VA) claims. We note that the
TAP VA benefits and services course of instruction includes a VA
and VSO joint presentation to separating servicemembers on how
VSOs can help them navigate VA and state benefit programs,
including filing for disability, home loans, and healthcare. The
presentation also incorporates a practical exercise to ensure
servicemembers can find their local VSO representative. We
encourage the Department of Defense to continue to maintain
strong and positive relationships with VSOs to facilitate their
delivery of services to separating servicemembers.

Establishment of counseling pathway in the Transition Assistance
Program for members of certain reserve components of the Armed
Forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 564) that would
amend section 1142 of title 10, United States Code, to establish
a minimum of one counseling pathway in the Transition Assistance
Program (TAP) for members of the Reserve Components of the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Space Force.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that TAP counseling pathways for members of the
Reserve Component are addressed in a provision located elsewhere
in this Act.

Transition Assistance Program: Department of Labor Employment
Navigator and Partnership Pilot Program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 566) that would
require the establishment of a pilot program known as the
Employment Navigator and Partnership Pilot Program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Employment Navigator Partnership Program
is an existing and successful program of the Department of
Labor. The current model is highly effective and provides
optimum flexibility for program administration, participants,
and partners.

Pilot program on secure, mobile personal health record for

members of the Armed Forces participating in the Transition
Assistance Program
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 567) that would
direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, to commence a pilot
program under which Active Duty members of the Armed Forces who
are enrolled in the Transition Assistance Program use a covered
health record platform to collect their records before
separating from Active Duty.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that existing law requires the Department of
Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs to integrate
electronic medical records into the same technology platform.
When implemented, this integration will provide seamless
transition from the Military Health System to the Veterans
Health Administration without the need for a third-party
platform to collect sensitive personal and medical information
from servicemembers.

SkillBridge: apprenticeship programs

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 568) that would
require the Department of Defense to conduct a study on the
availability of registered apprenticeship positions within the
SkillBridge program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than June 1,
2025, to provide a briefing to the Committees on Armed Services
of the Senate and the House of Representatives on the United
States Military Apprenticeship Program. Such report shall
include: (1) Information on the trades that are eligible for
participation in the program; (2) The number of servicemembers
in each military service who are enrolled in the program,
disaggregated by trade; and (3) Recommendations for policy or
legislative changes to improve the effectiveness of the program,
if any.

Transmission of information regarding member’s opioid use
disorder to Department of Veterans Affairs

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569) that would
amend section 1142 (d) of title 10, United States Code, to add a
requirement for the Secretaries of the military departments to
notify the Secretary of Veterans Affairs about the known history
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of opioid use disorder for any servicemember within 60 days of
such member's separation from military service.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Report on the number of veterans who have their military
acquired credentials recognized at the State-level for the
civilian workforce

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569A) that
would require the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of Labor, to
submit to Congress a report that builds on the data reported in
the "DOD Credentialing Utilization" report from 2018 (3-BB02A16)
to better assess the effectiveness of the Credentialing Programs
for post-military civilian employment.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Training and internships for transitioning members through
institutions of higher education

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569B) that
would authorize the Secretary of Defense to conduct outreach to
institutions of higher education in order to enter into more
agreements with such institutions of higher education for
training or internships for members of the Armed Forces pursuant
to the SkillBridge program established under section 1143 (e) of
title 10, United States Code.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Opt-out sharing of information on members retiring or separating
from the Armed Forces with community-based organizations and
related entities

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569C) that
would amend section 570F of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92) to authorize
servicemembers transitioning off of active duty to opt out of
having their information shared with state veterans' agencies.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained an identical
provision (sec. 558).

The agreement does not include either provision.
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We direct the Secretary of Defense to brief the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, not later than May 1, 2025, on the feasibility
and advisability of establishing a servicemember opt-out option
for authorizing the Department of Defense to share the
information of servicemembers separating from the Armed Forces
with state veterans' agencies.

Addressing mental health issues in the Transition Assistance
Program of the Department of Defense and the Solid Start program
of the Department of Veterans Affairs

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569D) that
would amend section 1142 (b) of title 10, United States Code, by
expanding the mental health information that must be included in
counseling servicemembers under the Transition Assistance
Program. The provision would also amend section 6320(b) of title
38, United States Code, to expand the activities of the Solid
Start Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs to include
providing assistance related to mental health counseling and
healthcare through the Veterans Health Administration.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Amendments to pathways for counseling in Transition Assistance
Program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569E) that
would amend section 1142 (c) of title 10, United States Code, to
expand the counseling pathways of the Transition Assistance
Program to consider the following factors: childcare, employment
of other adults in the servicemember's household, the
servicemember's location, the effects of operating tempo, and
whether the servicemember is an Indian or urban Indian.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Records of a separating member: provision of electronic copies

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569F) that
would amend section 1142 of title 10, United States Code, to
require the Secretary concerned to provide electronic medical
records to separating servicemembers not later than 30 days
before such servicemember's date of separation from military
service. The provision would also require the Secretary
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concerned to provide an electronic copy of separation documents
to separating servicemembers not later than 15 days after the
date of separation from military service.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

SkillBridge for the submarine industrial base

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 569G) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to conduct a survey to
determine which such employers in the submarine industrial base
are experiencing workforce shortages and use the SkillBridge
program to provide members training under such program with such
employers.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note the vital importance of qualified, skilled workers
in the submarine industrial base. We direct the Secretary of
Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of the Navy, to
provide a report to the congressional defense committees, not
later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
on how the Department of Defense is using the SkillBridge
program to facilitate separating military personnel Jjoining the
submarine industrial base to address workforce shortages.

Prohibition on diversity, equity, and inclusion policy bodies
for DODEA schools

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 573) that would
prohibit the Secretary of Defense from maintaining or
establishing diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) committees,
panels, offices, or other related organizations within schools
operated by the Department of Defense Education Activity
(DODEA) .

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Verification of reporting of eligible federally connected
children for purposes of Federal impact aid programs

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 576) that would

require the commanders of each military installation to annually
submit written certification to their respective military
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departments verifying whether they have confirmed the
information contained in all Impact Aid source check forms.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that local commanders do not currently have access
to the information necessary to certify Impact Aid at the
installation level. We direct the Secretary of Defense, not
later than June 1, 2025, to brief the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives on its
progress in working with the Defense Manpower Data Center to
gain access to the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting
System in order to complete the Impact Aid source check
verification process.

Instruction in artificial intelligence and machine learning 1in
schools operated by the Department of Defense Education Activity

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579) that would
direct the Secretary of Defense, acting through the Director of
the Department of Defense Education Activity, to regquire that
each student of a high school operated by the Activity receives
instruction in artificial intelligence and machine learning.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

GAO study on child care services provided or paid for by the
Department of Defense

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579A) that
would direct the Comptroller General of the United States to
carry out a study to assess the childcare programs of the
Department of Defense, including military child development
centers, family home day care, Military Child Care in Your
Neighborhood, and Child Care in Your Home.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives are awaiting several
congressionally-directed studies and reports on childcare
programs of the Department of Defense by both the Comptroller
General of the United States and the Secretary of Defense. We
further note that the Secretary of Defense would be required to
submit additional information on childcare waiting lists under a
provision elsewhere in this Act.
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Prohibition on availability of funds for certain materials in
schools operated by the Department of Defense Education Activity

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579B) that
would prohibit the availability of funds for any material that
contains, depicts, or otherwise includes pornographic content or
any material that espouses, advocates, or promotes gender
ideology in schools operated by the Department of Defense
Education Activity.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Prohibitions on provision of gender transition services through
an Exceptional Family Member Program of the Armed Forces

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579C) that
would prohibit the provision of gender transition services
through the Exceptional Family Member Program of the Armed
Forces.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Report on separating members who have health care experience and
Medical Reserve Corps

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579D) that
would require the Secretary Defense, not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and in consultation
with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, to submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives a report on the process by which members of the
Armed Forces with healthcare experience transition to civilian
life and the number of such members who join the Medical Reserve
Corps.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense, not later than
December 31, 2025, to submit to the Committees on Armed Services
of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the
process by which members of the Armed Forces with healthcare
experience transition to civilian life and the number of such
members who join the Medical Reserve Corps.

Prohibition of TikTok
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The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579E) that
would prohibit the use of TikTok within Department of Defense
Education Activity (DODEA) schools for instructional purposes.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to provide to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives a briefing, by not later than July 1, 2025, on
the use of cell phones within the academic environment,
including an assessment of such use on student achievement. The
briefing should highlight trends within comparable civilian
secondary schools on cell phone use, identify which DODEA
schools currently have policies in place restricting use of cell
phones, include observations on the impact such restrictions
have had on student achievement in such schools, and make
recommendations for regulatory or statutory change as the
Secretary considers appropriate. Further, the briefing shall
consider specifically the use of social media in the learning
environment, including specifically the use of TikTok, and its
effect on student achievement. We note that the Department of
Defense Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-
328), enacted the No TikTok on Government Devices Act, which
instructs the Director of the Office of Management and Budget,
in consultation with the Administrator of General Services, the
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency, the Director of National Intelligence, and the Secretary
of Defense, to develop standards and guidelines for agencies
requiring the removal of TikTok from Federal information
technology.

Report on effectiveness of the exceptional family member program

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579F) that
would direct the Comptroller General of the United States to
submit to Congress a report, not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, that includes: (1) The
results of a study of the effectiveness of the Exceptional
Family Member program authorized under section 178lc(e) of title
10, United States Code, with respect to the manner by which it
currently supports individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities; and (2) Recommendations to improve
the program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.
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Study on high-impact tutoring in DODEA schools

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 579G) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives a report containing the results of a study on
high-impact tutoring programs in Department of Defense Education
Activity (DODEA) elementary and secondary schools.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We have heard of the benefits of high-impact tutoring
programs, which include programs in math, reading, or both
subjects for at least 30 minutes during a school day for at
least 3 days per week during the school year, and programs
taught by licensed DODEA teachers or paraprofessionals with a
student-to-tutor ratio of no more than three-to-one. We direct
the Secretary of Defense to brief the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives, not
later than May 1, 2025, on DODEA tutoring programs, including
high-impact tutoring programs. Such briefing shall include--

(1) The total number of existing tutoring programs
within DODEA and estimated number of participating students by
location;

(2) The total number of existing tutoring programs
within DODEA that incorporate high-impact tutoring and estimated
number of participating students by location;

(3) A description of how DODEA tutoring programs are
funded;

(4) Recommendations for increasing student
participation in tutoring programs, including high-impact
tutoring programs;

(5) A discussion of any barriers to increasing
student participation in such tutoring programs; and

(6) An assessment of the feasibility and
advisability of developing a licensed tutoring workforce for
DODEA.

Authorization for award of Medal of Honor to E. Royce Williams
for acts of valor during the Korean War

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 581) that would
waive the time limitations specified in section 8298 of title
10, United States Code, and authorize the President to award the
Medal of Honor to E. Royce Williams for acts of valor during the
Korean Conflict.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We acknowledge and honor Royce Williams’s heroism while
engaged in aerial combat over the Sea of Japan on November 18,
1952, for which he was awarded the Silver Star.

Authorization for award of the Medal of Honor to Thomas H.
Griffin for acts of valor as a member of the Army during the
Vietnam War

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 582) that would
waive the time limitations specified in section 7274 of title
10, United States Code, and authorize the President to award the
Medal of Honor to Thomas Helmut Griffin for his acts of valor as
a member of the Army during the Vietnam War.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize and honor the heroism and courage of Thomas
Helmut Griffin for his actions in Vietnam from March 1 through
March 3, 1969, for which he was awarded the Silver Star.

Authorization for award of Medal of Honor to James Capers, Jr.
for acts of valor as a member of the Marine Corps during the
Vietnam War

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 583) that would
waive the time limitations specified in section 8298 of title
10, United States Code, and authorize the President to award the
Medal of Honor to James Capers, Jr. for the acts of valor during
the Vietnam War.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize and honor the heroism and courage of James
Capers, Jr., for his service in Vietnam during the period of
March 31 through April 3, 1967, for which he was awarded the
Silver Star.

Authorization of award of Medal of Honor to Gregory McManus for
acts of valor

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 584) that would

waive the time limitations specified in section 7274 of title
10, United States Code, and authorize the President to award the
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Medal of Honor to Gregory McManus for his acts of valor as a
member of the Army during the Vietnam War.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize and honor the heroism and courage of Gregory
McManus during his service in Vietnam, for which he was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Authorization for Last Servicemember Standing medal

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 585) that would
amend chapter 57 of title 10, United States Code, to authorize a
service medal to be known as the "Last Servicemember Standing
medal."

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives received a briefing from
the Secretary of Defense on March 5, 2024, pursuant to a
directed requirement in the conference report (H. Rept. 188-301)
accompanying the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024. In this briefing, the Secretary noted that the
Department of Defense has a well-established military
decorations and awards program based on specific criteria, which
results in distinct recognition for each type of action or
service. Recognizing a servicemember for being the last person
standing would result in duplicate recognition for awards
already authorized through the Department's military decorations
and awards program.

Eligibility of veterans of Operation End Sweep for Vietnam
Service Medal

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 586) that would
authorize the Secretaries of the military departments concerned
to award the Vietnam Service Medal to a veteran who participated
in Operation End Sweep.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We acknowledge the distinguished service of veterans who
participated in Operation End Sweep from February 6, 1973 to
July 18, 1973, in undertaking the harrowing work of clearing sea
mines laid in Vietnamese waters. We value the honorable
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performance of Operation End Sweep veterans following the
cessation of military combat operations in Vietnam.

Authorization of award of Medal of Honor to Joseph M. Perez for
acts of valor as a member of the Army during the Vietnam War

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 587) that would
recognize the acts of valor by Joseph M. Perez while serving as
a Sergeant in the Army in South Vietnam on May 26, 1967, and
would waive the time limitation in section 7274 of title 10,
United States Code, to authorize the President to award Joseph
M. Perez with the Medal of Honor.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We recognize and honor the service, sacrifice, and valor
of Joseph M. Perez during his service in Vietnam on May 26,
1967, for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

Authorization of award of Medal of Honor to Juan Ogo Blaz for
acts of valor while serving as a member of the Army during the
Vietnam War

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 588) that would
waive the time limitations specified in section 7274 of title
10, United States Code, to authorize the President to award the
Medal of Honor to Juan Ogo Blaz for acts of valor while serving
as a member of the Army during the Vietnam War on January 18,
1969, for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Army is currently reviewing the records
of Juan Ogo Blaz to determine whether he should be awarded the
Medal of Honor under the requirements of section 586 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-328).

Authorization of award of Medal of Honor to Martin A. Maglona
for acts of valor while serving as a member of the Army during
the Vietnam War

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 589) that would
waive the time limitations in section 7274 of title 10, United
States Code, to authorize the President to award the Medal of
Honor to Martin A. Maglona for acts of valor while serving as a
member of the Army during the Vietnam War on February 23, 1969.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the Army is currently reviewing the records
of Martin A. Maglona to determine whether he should be awarded
the Medal of Honor under the requirements of section 586 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-328).

Modification to annual reports on racial and ethnic demographics
in the military justice system

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 591) that would
require additional reporting information on administrative
actions in the annual reports to Congress on racial and ethnic
demographics in the military justice system.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the reporting required by the House provision
is already required by section 486 of title 10, United States
Code.

Modernization of dress codes and policies on military
installations during non-working and non-duty status hours

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 593) that would
direct the Secretaries of the military departments to issue
guidance, not later than June 1, 2025, to commanders of
installations under the jurisdiction of such Secretaries to
require the modernization of dress codes or policies for members
of the Armed Forces during non-working and non-duty status
hours, while on military installations, and for all military
dependents on military installations at any time.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that the military services currently have policies
prescribing dress codes for military members.

Pilot program to allow members in the Department of the Air
Force to grow beards

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 594) that would
require the Secretary of the Air Force to establish a pilot
program to allow members of the Air Force and Space Force to
grow beards.
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The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of the Air Force, not later than
April 1, 2025, to brief the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives on the feasibility and
advisability of establishing a pilot program to authorize
members of the Air Force and Space Force to grow beards. Such
briefing shall include the following elements: (1) The
evaluation of the Secretary of the compatibility of beards with
military equipment that requires an airtight seal, such as a gas
mask; (2) An assessment of the effect of beard growth on
discipline, morale, and unity within the ranks; (3) A
determination whether allowing members to grow beards improves
inclusivity, including for members with conditions like
pseudofolliculitis barbae or who wish to grow beards for
religious purposes; (4) Identifications of any negative
perception or bias towards members with beards; and (5)
Strategies to mitigate such negative perceptions or bias.

Female members of certain Armed Forces and civilian employees of
the Department of Defense in STEM

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 595) that would
require the Secretary of Defense to conduct a study on how to
increase the participation of women in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) positions in the Armed
Forces.

The Senate-committee reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that women are eligible for all military
occupational specialties related to STEM, and many women in
service work in STEM and STEM-related functions in today's
military. Additionally, STEM internship opportunities in the
SkillBridge program are already available to members of the
Armed Forces transitioning from active duty to civilian 1life.

Study on benefits of standardizing policies regarding basic
allowance for housing and family housing eligibility for members
of the Armed Forces serving on active duty who are unaccompanied
and pregnant

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 596) that would
direct the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the
Secretaries of the military departments, to carry out a study on
the policies regarding basic allowance for housing and family
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housing eligibility for members of the Armed Forces serving on
active duty who are unaccompanied and who become pregnant while
residing in unaccompanied housing.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to brief the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, not later than January 1, 2026, on military
service policies regarding unaccompanied members of the Armed
Forces who become pregnant while residing in unaccompanied
housing. Such briefing shall include: (1) An overview of current
service policies regarding when unaccompanied members of the
Armed Forces who become pregnant while residing in unaccompanied
housing become eligible for basic allowance for housing and
family housing, respectively; (2) Whether disparities exist
between written policies on this topic and the implementation of
such policies; (3) Any policy or legislative recommendations to
standardize and update such policies across the Armed Forces, as
appropriate; and (4) Any costs associated with the
implementation of the policy and legislative recommendations in
part (3).

Sense of Congress regarding military service by individuals with
amputations

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 598) that would
express a sense of Congress that the Secretary of Defense should
issue medical waivers to individuals seeking to serve in the
Armed Forces who are precluded from serving solely because of a
non service-connected amputation.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We acknowledge the honorable and meaningful contributions
that individuals with amputations have made to the country while
serving in the United States military. We urge the Department of
Defense to explore avenues for individuals with non service-
connected amputations to serve in support of the nation's
defense.

Report on National Guard sexual assault and response prevention
training

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 599) that would

require the Chief of the National Guard Bureau to submit a
report to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
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House of Representatives containing the number of National Guard
members, aggregated by state, that received sexual assault and
response prevention training in the preceding calendar year not
later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act
for the initial report and annually by March 30 beginning in
2026.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Chief of the National Guard Bureau to submit
a briefing to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives containing the number of National
Guard members, aggregated by state, that received sexual assault
and response prevention training in the preceding calendar year
by not later than July 1, 2025.

Commercial transition for military aviation mechanics

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 599A) that
would direct the Secretary of Defense to create a strategy to
support the transition of military aviation mechanics to
commercial aviation mechanics after active duty service.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Entrepreneurship program for servicemembers

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 599B) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to study the feasibility
of establishing a mentoring program for members of the Armed
Forces who are interested in becoming entrepreneurs or founding
start-up businesses after their active duty service.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We note that under section 1142 (c) of title 10, United
States Code, the Department of Defense is currently required to
provide unigque counseling pathways for members participating in
the Transition Assistance Program who are interested in becoming
entrepreneurs.

Defense Advisory Committee on Diversity and Inclusion; report
The House bill contained a provision (sec. 599C) that

would require the Secretary of Defense to submit a report on the
organization, activities, and costs associated with the Defense
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Advisory Committee on Diversity and Inclusion to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Report on integration of chaplains into activities in the Indo-
Pacific region

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 599D) that
would require the Secretary of Defense to submit a report to
Congress assessing the integration of chaplains into Department
of Defense activities in the Indo-Pacific region.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

Priority in expansion of pilot program to provide financial
assistance to members of the Armed Forces for in-home child care

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1815) that
would amend section 589 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public
Law 116-283) to require the Secretary of Defense to give
priority to certain remote locations in the expansion of the
Child Care in Your Home pilot program.

The Senate committee-reported bill contained no similar
provision.

The agreement does not include the House provision.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to brief the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, not later than April 1, 2025, on administrative
and cost barriers to expanding the Child Care in Your Home pilot
program. Such briefing shall include: (1) An overview of the
administrative requirements and costs of the program; (2) An
assessment of the feasibility and advisability of expa